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Unit 1

Unit 1

Before You Read

How much do you know about the present condition of our planet? When more cars
are used and more water and other natural resources are needed, how could we solve
all those environmental problems consequently produced? Talk with your classmates

about some possible ways in our daily life to help to improve the living environment.

Text A

Pollution’

The oil business is a very big business. A lot of people are needed to find, drill and
refine petroleum. More and more of the world’s people are buying new cars and using
them to travel. In Japan, Toyota builds a new car every four seconds. These new cars,
along with the old cars, put a lot of pressure on the roads. The roads become full and it
is difficult to travel on them.

At first, people built more roads for all the new cars. But that meant building
roads over the countryside. Many trees and animals were lost as the new roads were
built.

But the worst thing about cars is the air pollution they make. The poisonous gas
that comes out of a car is called ‘carbon monoxide’. Nobody thought about this years
ago. But as the roads were filled with more and more cars, more carbon monoxide was
put into the air. This is a problem in large cities where there are many buses and cars.
In some cities the pollution is so bad that people walk the streets in a cloud of dirty air

called ‘smog’. Smog is made when polluted air meets the bright light from the sun. It
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makes a cloud that will sit on the ground. It is dirty brown in colour, and it makes you
feel ill. Some cities like Bangkok, Los Angeles and Mexico City have terrible smog.
Some people there wear masks over their faces to stop them breathing the poisons from
the air.

The bad air carrying the poisons from cars can also fall with the rain. When the
wind blows, the rain clouds can carry the pollution over many miles. The pollution will
then fall in the rain over other cities. This means that the pollution is taken to the
countryside and ends up on the food crops growing there.

Engineers have agreed to change things in modern car engines. They look at ways
that a car engine burns petrol. Most new cars now have a filter in them. This filter
changes the carbon monoxide into carbon dioxide and water. But too much carbon
dioxide in the air is not good either. It can change the weather. Scientists now know
that the carbon dioxide in the air is slowly heating up the world. This is called ‘global
warming’.

Global warming is very bad for all life. Now people are trying to agree what to do
next. Some cities in Europe have decided to stop all use of cars and buses. Other cities
encourage people to use bicycles or to share cars and travel to work together. Scientists
are studying ways to save petrol. They want to find other ways of making energy in a
car engine. A petrol engine can be changed to run on natural gas. But this is also a
fossil fuel, like petroleum, and will also run out in the future. A diesel engine can be
changed to run on sunflower oil. But it is expensive. In Brazil, the rubbish left over
from sugar cane farming is added to petrol to make it last longer. Heated water and the
power of the sun have also been tried in new cars. But so far, the best replacement for
petrol is a battery. A battery is a box full of stored energy. Cars that use batteries to give
them power are quiet and free of pollution. But these cars can only travel a short way.
The battery needs to have new energy put into it every night. To do this it uses energy
from fossil fuels.

We must find other ways to power our cars. The oil fields are running dry, and
once petroleum has been taken from the earth it cannot be replaced. There may be no
more petroleum left in 45 years, so we should begin searching for better sources of

energy now.

(648 words)
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Unit 1

Words and Expressions

battery / 'beetari / n. a single cell that produces an electric current  Fiith

carbon / 'ka:ban / n. a naturally abundant nonmetallic element Bk

diesel / 'di:zal / n. a diesel engine  4&3H#H1

dioxide / dai'oksaid / n. a compound with two oxygen atoms per molecule
ek

drill / dril / v. to make (a hole) with or as if with a drill 571

encourage / in'karid3 / v. to inspire with hope, courage, or confidence; hearten
B, BEE

engineer / .end3i'nia / n. one who is trained or professionally engaged in a branch
of engineering T &I

filter /filta / n. a device containing such a substance it & 2%

fossil / 'fasl / n. a remnant or trace of an organism of a past geologic age ./

fuel / fjual / n. something consumed to produce energy #A%}

mask / ma:sk / n. a covering worn on the face to conceal one's identity [l B

monoxide / ma'noksaid / n. an oxide with one oxygen atoms per molecule —
ERta)

natural / ‘naetf eral / a. present in or produced by nature 4R

poisonous / 'poiznas / a. containing a poison  FH # K

refine /ri‘fain/ v. to reduce to a pure state; purify $#4%

replacement /ri'pleismant/ n. the act or process of replacing or of being replaced;
substitution. U, B#

search /sa:tf/ v. to make a thorough examination of §%

share /[ £a/ v. to divide and parcel out in shares 4}AC

smog /smag/ n. fog that has become mixed and polluted with smoke 1%

sunflower /sanflaua/ n. 5] H 3%

wear /wia/ v. to carry or have on the person & #

addto  increase something 1410

change into pass from one form to another ZF K

comeout  become known HEAHKH

end up reach or come to a certain place, state or action %5

free of not including  75...[), #EE.. 8

* 3.
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heatup  become hot or warm  JI##
runout  use up or finish 5Ef%, #H5E
so far until now ¥4 K1k

Note

1. This text is adapted from Petrol for the Car, written by Fiona Angustia, published by
Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press in 2002.

Study and Practice
Reading Aloud and Enhancing the Language Sense
1. Read the following paragraph until you learn it by heart.

But the worst thing about cars is the air pollution they make. The poisonous gas
that comes out of a car is called ‘carbon monoxide’. Nobody thought about this years
ago. But as the roads were filled with more and more cars, more carbon monoxide was
put into the air. This is a problem in large cities where there are many buses and cars.
In some cities the pollution is so bad that people walk the streets in a cloud of dirty air
called ‘smog’. Smog is made when polluted air meets the bright light from the sun. It
makes a cloud that will sit on the ground. It is dirty brown in colour, and it makes you
feel ill. Some cities like Bangkok, Los Angeles and Mexico City have terrible smog.
Some people there wear masks over their faces to stop them breathing the poisons from
the air.

I1. Read the following story for fun.

Consider... YOU. In all time before now and in all time to come, there has never
been and will never be anyone just like you. You are unique in the entire history and
future of the universe. Wow! Stop and think about that. You're better than one in a
million, or a billion, or a gazillion...

You are the only one like you in a sea of infinity!!!

You're amazing! You're awesome! And by the way, TAG, you're it. As amazing
and awesome as you already are, you can be even more so. Beautiful young people are
the whimsy of nature, but beautiful old people are true works of art. But you don't
become "beautiful” just by virtue of the aging process.

4.
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Real beauty comes from learning, growing, and loving in the ways of life. That is
the Art of Life. You can learn slowly, and sometimes painfully, by just waiting for life
to happen to you. Or you can choose to accelerate your growth and intentionally
devour life and all it offers. You are the artist that paints your future with the brush of
today.

Paint a Masterpiece.

God gives every bird its food, but he doesn't throw it into its nest. Wherever you

want to go, whatever you want to do, it's truly up to you.
Comprehension of the Text

Answer the following questions.

1. Why do we say the oil business is a very big business?

2. What do more cars and more roads result in?

3. What is the worst thing about cars? And why?

4. What have engineers done to improve this?

5. What is global warming?

6. What do you think of diesel engine and the battery as a replacement for petrol?
7. Do we have other ways to power our cars?

8. Can you sum up the ways to reduce the pollution mentioned in this text?
Vocabulary

L. Fill in the blanks with words (with the first letters given) from the text that
match the meaning in the column on the right.

to divide and parcel out in shares
a single cell that produces an electric current
present in or produced by nature

a remnant or trace of an organism of a past geologic age

- - = O ®»

to reduce to a pure state; purify
to inspire with hope, courage, or confidence
to make (a hole)

containing a poison

I I O N

7B o SR = T ¢ ]

to make a thorough examination of

¢« 5
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10. £ something consumed to produce energy

II. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form

where necessary.

encourage natural poisonous refine share
add to end up change into free of run out
1. Though they ______of food and drink, the men are cheerful and confident
that they will get out soon.
2. The teacher her to work hard and to try for the examination.
3. Sugar, oil and metals before use.
4. If you continue to steal you’ll in prison.

5. This medicine is if taken in large quantities.

6. Fireworks the attraction of the festival night.

7. The next morning, the water ice.

8. They their joys and sorrows.

9. Delivery is charge if goods are paid for in advance.
10.Milk is the food for young babies.

1II. Fill in the blanks with the proper words. Change the form where necessary.

1. courage, encourage, encouragement
1) The headmaster the candidates for the national maths competition
to strive for the best results.
2) The young soldier had shown great in the battle.
3) The teacher’s words were a great to him.
2. engine, engineer, engineering
1) He is studying at college.
2) This firm will supply for their cars.
3) Tim is an excellent
3. nature, natural, unnatural
1) His face turned an shade of purple.
2) It's to shake hands with somebody you've just met.
3) This phenomenon is unique in the whole of

4. poison, poisoning, poisonous



