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Preface

Wang Hongju

Chongging is a famous historical city of culture. It has a
total area of 82400 square kilometers and a population of over
thirty—one million. It is the youngest municipality directly under
the central government of China.

~ Chongging is located in a very favorable geographical
position. The Chang jiang River, the Jialing River and the Wu
River converge here, as is vividly described by a few lines of a
“classic Chinese poem: “Numerous rivers converge at Fuzhou
and Wanzhou, vying with each other at the Qutang Gorge to be
the first to get in.” And as is also portrayed in the poem:
“Innumerable mountains and valleys are on their way to the
entrance of Jingzhou,” here lie one after another of such
mountains as the Qiyao Mountain, the Wuling Mountain, the
Daba Mountain, the Wu Mountain, the Bayue Mountain, the
Jinyun Mountain, and the Gele Mountain. Ba Mountains and Yu
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waters as well as the Changjiang Gorges enjoy high reputation
both at home and abroad.

Chongging has a long history, which is most wonderfully
mystical. As early as more than two million years ago, primitive
man “Wushan Man” began to live and multiply here. “Wu-
culture”, “Ba-culture”, mythology and fairy tales all added
radiance and splendor to Chinese Ancient civilization. History
records quite a number of changes in the name of Chongging:
the Ba Kingdom, Jiangzhou, Bajun, Chuzhou, Yuzhou, Gongzhou
and Chongqing. Whatever name it has, Chongqing has always
been an important administrative division.

Chongqing is a place of heroes. Like their huge mountains
and great rivers, the people here have a simple and strong dis-
position. They would keep on fighting in spite of all setbacks.
The Ba people have been known for their military arts ever
since ancient times. The establishment of both the Zhou Dy-
nasty and the Han Dynasty was once brought about by their
punitive expedition, which finally led to their domination over
the land. According to a history entitled Shangshu, it was with
the help of the military forces of the kingdoms of Ba and Shu
that King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty won his expedition against
King Zhou of the Yin Dynasty. The Ba soldiers were brave and
vigorous. With irresistible force, they fought their way singing
and dancing on to the Yin soldiers, humiliating the enemy into
surrender. Ii is therefore universally known that King Wu of

Zhou succeeded in suppressing King Zhou of Yin by sending
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there an expedition, which sang in front and danced behind. A
famous history concludes: “Shu turns out chancellors whereas
Ba turns out generals.”

Chongqing is an important historical arena. Wang Erjian of
the Qing Dynasty made the following remarks on Chongqing:
“Though it is an interior city, far from the border area,
Chongging is indeed a strategic key position of eastern Sichuan
Province, which has been scrambled for ever since ancient
times. It is located where three rivers converge, and it is also
the point where five roads join one another. Here in Chongqing
goods are collected and distributed. Rivers are lined on both
sides with rows of freighters and cargo ships. What is more, the
rock city, which is a natural barrier to the attack of the enemy
from any side, enables great initiative either to advance to at-
tack or to retreat for defense.” As to the people in Chongging,
Wang Erjian remarked that in peacetime, these are all coura-
geous, decent and honorable people; while in war, they have the
power to make concerted efforts to fight the enemy in resistance
of aggression. Hence Ba Manzi cut his own throat to save the
city. Gongsun Shu declared himself to be the king on the pre-
text of a dream. Liu Bei, king of Shu, entrusted his child to the
care of Zhuge Liang at the town of Baidi before his death. Em-
peror Zhao Guang ascended the throne here. Ming Yuzhen
founded the kingdom of Great Xia. At the angling city of
Hechuan, the castle was so strong as to sustain half of the

country by shooting Meng Ge, the commander in chief of the
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Mongolian troops here, changing the political situation of three
continents. As the temporary capital of the country during the
War of Resistance against Japan,Chongqing acted as the head-
quarters of the Far East theater of the World Anti—Fascist War.
While engaging in diplomatic negotiations with the Kuomintang
in Chongqing, Mao Tsetung and Chou Enlai outmanoeuvred the
enemy over glasses of wine. After liberation, Chongging was
made the leading city of the large district of Southwest China,
where Deng Xiaoping, Liu Bocheng and He Long opened up a
new prospect for socialist construction. One historical scene af-
ter another was thus presented in turn on this great stage.

Each history presents a picture of a number of people in
real life; and vice versa, a number of real people in history re-
flect a rich and colorful history. Today, Chongqing has been
made a municipality directly under the central government. Un-
der the leadership of the Central Commitiee of the Chinese
Comm unist Party headed by General Secretary Hu Jintao, the
thirty million men and women of Bayu, vigorous and united as
one, are writing a brand—new history of Chongqing, and there-
fore we have great need to draw strength from history. Today,
riding on the East Wind of the policy of reform and opening~up,
the famous historical, cultural city of Chongging is rushing out
of Kuimen and the Wu Gorge, and heading for the world. We
should make the world know more about Chongging. That is why
we have edited the book A Dictionary of Great Names in
Chongqing History. We hope our people will have a greater love
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for our hometown. We hope our friends will have a greater love
for this city. Let us make joint efforts and build Chongging into
the economic center of the upper reaches of the Changjiang
River so as to accomplish the new prosperity of the Chinese na-

tion.
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