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Introduction

" Art flowers contend in splendour and the library garden throws a shining lustre.” To
mark the 45th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China and to carry for-
ward the Chinese nation’s traditional culture and art, the 1lst” Art Exhibition of Paintings,
Photos and Calligraphic Works by the Chinese Librarians” with the support and care of the
Ministry of Culture, finally came out to light, fresh as paint, to welcome guests and had made
a good start, winning an instant success.

As a human knowledge treasure-house, an information source and a window of civiliza-
tion, library is also a sacred hall of beauty and cradle of inspiration. There are gathering many
beauty creators of spirit and art among those who are devoted to the service of the social pub-
lic. The clear proof of this is that there are fine pieces of arts from libraries at different levels
and of different types throughout the country. The Awards Decision Committee, composed of
eminent artists and personalities of various circles fully affirmed our qualified personnel and
their artistic achievements, conveying to them its sincere encouragement. Our library col-
leagues will surely fill with pride at this.

The "Collected Works” ,as the fruit of the Exhibition, is exactly the realistic expression of
the purpose of ”forming ties through books and making friends by arts”. Both the Exhibition
and the "Collected Works” ,embodied painstaking cares, expectations and hopes of many peo-
ple, have turned into a good opportunity and an important tie for library workers to facilitate
the flow of friendship among each other and to promote the librarianship with joint efforts. We
have also won the recognition and understanding of the art circles and all sections of people and
we hope that they can give more support and pay more attention to the construction and devel-
opment of libraries.

The 21st century will be an age of knowledge and information. The library is regarded as
an important bridge towards the new epoch. The advancement and development of her depend
very much on the support of the government and the society as well as self-improvement. We
believe that under the care and help of the government and the society, the Chinese librarian-
ship will never let the historical mission down and will be sure to make new contributions to the
construction of both spiritual and material socialist civilizations.

Tan Bin
Chief Deputy Director,the
National Library of China
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Preface

In the golden season of autumn in 1994, when beautiful flowers from gardens in the art
world were in full bloom, the ” Art Exhibition of Paintings,Photos and Calligraphic Works by
the Chinese Librarians ¥ was solemnly held at tht Chinese Historical Museum.

Under the auspices of the National Library of China and co-sponsored by the China Soci-
ety for Library Science, the Tianjin Library, the Zhongshan Library of Guangdong Province,
the Shandong Provincial Library, the Liaoning Provincial Library, the Guangzhou Municipal
Library and the Shenzhen Library, the Exhibition was held for the first time in China. It was
a grand art meeting to mark the 45th anniversary of the founding of the People' Republic of
China and to carry forward the Chinese nation's traditional culture and art. The nine-month-
long collecting contributions up to the time of opening of the Exhibition resulted in receiving
nearly one thousand art works from the local, public and special libraries and the libraries of e-
ducational,, research and military institations, covering 30 provinces, cities and autonomous re-
gions. After processes of preliminary evaluation, 213 pieces were finally selected for the Exhi-
bition, among which 20 pieces won the * Works of Excellence” prizes and 193 were awarded
the "Fine Works” prizes. On the 6th of September, more than 300 people were present at the
solemn but warm opening ceremony and the vice-minister of the Ministry of Culture Liu Dey-
ou, the famous painter Zhou Huaimin, the vice-chairman of the Chinese Association of Callig-
raphers Li Duo, the wellknown photographer Xu Xiaobing, the senior librarians Li Changlu
and Gu Tinglong as well as the responsible persons of the units of sponsorship, cosponsorship,
financial aid and support were among them. Tan Bin, secretary of the party committee and
chief deputy director of the National Library of China and director of the Organizing Commit-
tee, made the opening speech. Tang Shaoming, executive vice-president of the China Society
for Library Science, announced the name list of winners. After the award ceremony, Liu Dey-
ou, Li Changlu, Zhou Huaimin and Li Duo cut the ribbon. News media such as CCTV,
BTV, People’s Daily and its Overseas Edition, Guangming Daily, Chinese Culture, Chinese
Youth and Beijing Evening Paper had all covered the occasion.

The Exhibition, from beginning to end, had enjoyed warm concerns, active support and
involvement of library colleagues throughout the country. It was successfully held and it con-
tributes much for the Chinese art and the mass cultural undertakings. It was a meeting of
artistic interchange and friendly communication among library colleagues and also a momentum

of showing to the whole society the elegant demeanor and the actual strength of the librarian-




ship, giving expression from a certain aspect to the initiative and the consciousness of perfec-
tion that the library itself implys, thus all those involved were filled with joy and pride.

The National Library of China has published the ”Collected Works”in order to repay the
zeal and painstaking effort put in by the organizers, participants and winners and also to
broaden in a more conscientious, vigorous and wider way the achievements and influences of
the Exhibition. Moreover, it is meant for promoting the extrovertive development, exploring,
bringing forth and helping the talented personnel and raising the level and realm of art.

The publication of the ”Collected Works” enjoys popular confidence and it ties up ever
more with innumerable hardships and expectations. As a record of the Exhibition, the book's
artistic value, value of being collected and stored up and value of being exploited and developed
are of special significance to the librarianship, therefore, it is of more far-reaching influence
than that of the Exhibition itself. We are here to wish the flowers of the library gardon blos-
som all the year round and waft fragrances to all directions. We also wish the library undertak-
ing of the country to be prosperous and flourshing where much can be accomplished -and that

would be the time worthy for us to take pride in.
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