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Text A

Italy s Golden Moment

The Italian team didn’t play the prettiest soccer in this World Cup. But no side had

a better instinct for survival,

Web Exclusive
By Mark Starr

Newsweek

Updated; 8:10 p. m. ET July 9, 2006

July 9, 2006 — In the waning moments
of overtime in its World Cup semi-final
against Germany, Italy attacked with
dramatic results. The strategy led to two
goals and a last-minute victory over the
tournament hosts, Afterwards, Italian coach

Marcello Lippi attributed the team’s

uncharacteristic offensive mindset to its dread of letting the game end in a shootout.
Italy had never won a World Cup match on penalty kicks?, exiting three of the last
four tournaments (including its loss to Brazil in the 1994 final) via the
excruciating one-on-one duel.

But the penalty shootout is ultimately — both its defenders and debunkers
largely agree — a crapshoot. And if you shoot craps often enough, one day your
number will come up. So it was Sunday night in Berlin, as Italy’s number — a
fourth World Cup championship — came up big. Italy converted all five of its
shots to beat France, after a sometimes exhilarating, sometimes desultory and,

occasionally, stunning, 1 : 1 tie.

@ penalty kick: Jj & 3%



cq . 2RI R

Much was made of the opposing goalkeepers in anticipation of this dramatic
end, with everyone giving the advantage to the athletic, Gianluigi Buffon® over
the flamboyant Fabien Barthez®. But neither even came close to making a save®
in the shootout. The difference, as it so often is, was a single glitch and, in this
case, a miniscule one. David Trezeguet®, a gifted scorer lacking the trust of his
coach, had languished on the bench for most of the tournament. He picked the
worst possible moment to prove his coach right, clanging his penalty attempt off
the bottom of the crossbar from where it fell harmlessly to the ground in front of
the goal line. After three more Italians converted, the last fittingly made by Fabio
Grosso who had saved the day for the Azzurri previously against both Australia and
Germany, the trophy was headed home to Italy for the first time in 24 years.

Italy won this game and a few more in this championship not by being the
best team on the field — France outplayed Italy for almost the entire second half
— but by always finding a way, indeed several different ways. And there’s no
real argument with that. There will be countless bar discussions over which team
played the prettiest soccer — my vote goes to Argentina at its best — but none
over which team had the greatest instinct for survival.

This Italian team showed a little more offensive flair than some of its recent
vintages. But in the end it triumphed, as so many great Italian teams have, on
the back of its defense. Buffon was virtually impregnable, scored upon just twice
in this tournament, once on a French penalty kick and the other an own goal in a
tie against the United States, In the overtime, he made a brilliant one-handed
save off a Zinedine Zidane header to maintain the tie and, ultimately, to force the
shootout.

But the best player on the field today and throughout the tournament was the
32-year-old Italian captain Fabio Cannavaro, the smallish central defender who
plays twice his size and with an unequalled combination of brains and heart.
Though the key center of Il Muro (“the wall”), he seemed to be everywhere he

needed to be, poking the ball away from the French attackers or muscling them

Gianluigi Buffon: %5 , & X #] LA 144
Fabien Barthez. & 8 %7, i B % s BA 1] 4%
make a save: (R 3 )# 1k

David Trezeguet. 44 E & % ;¢ L A+ &

2 ® e e
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off the ball. (Lilian Thuran, the French central defender who plays alongside
Cannavaro at the Italian soccer club Juventus, was almost as good throughout the
tournament. ) It may be his final international game for Italy and, if so, should
have merited a small share of all the attention that went to Zidane. Winning,
however, should prove more than ample consolation.

Zidane®, 34, the French captain coaxed out of retirement to invigorate a
lackluster French sides had done just that through the last several critical games
— dangerous on free kicks and deadly on penalty kicks, But when he produced
the game’s most stunning moment, it wasn’t good news for France. Zizou had
already scored the French goal and came close to a game-winner with an overtime
header reminiscent of the two he scored in the 1998 final against Brazil. But with
many rooting for one last brilliance to cap his career, Zidane instead flashed some
ill-timed temper, head-butting an Italian defender away from the ball and exiting
his last game for Les Bleus on a red card, (The cheap-shot was actually worthy of
two red cards and should rate a long, meaningless suspension. ) Many will deem
it an incomprehensible blunder, but Zidane’s temperament has, at times, been his
weak suit. In France 1998, he took a stupid red card in the team’s opener against
South Africa and was lucky his teammates rallied to give him his shot at
redemption. There will be no opportunity for redemption from this last one and
the blemish will be an ugly, final note on a great career,

For Italy, it is quite the opposite. This hard-fought, well-deserved World
Cup championship is an exquisite moment on the giant blemish that is the Italian
national game. It will be days before the celebration begins to peter out back
home. But when it does, there will remain a scandal of gambling, match-fixing
and other venal sins for the country to confront. More than half the Italian team
plays for four elite Italian clubs that have been implicated and that are likely, as
part of the punishment, to be relegated to Italian soccer’s minor leagues. Coupled
with the great World Cup championship, Italian soccer this day is the perfect
embodiment of beauty and the beast.

The same could be said for Germany 2006. The offensive showcase that

delighted fans in the opening game, Germany 4 Costa Rica 2, did not prove to be

©® Zidane: F X A, EBLHERPHUR
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a portent of lovely things to come. (In the next 63 games, only Argentina 6,
Serbia and Montenegro 0 matched the goal total.) One could only find what
ensued beautiful if yellow and red happen to be your favorite colors, as referees
upstaged the players in a vain attempt to discourage the dangerous and resurrect
the game’s majestic flow. It was an ill-conceived plan. But by the semis, the
worst of the refs had gone home. And while the remaining matches were not
exactly showcases, far more ferocious than beautiful, all were competitive and
intensely dramatic. The World Cup, for all its flaws, remains a singularly
thrilling competition. The only disappointment now is that we all have to wait

four more years to live it again.

Vocabulary

1. blemish n. an imperfection that mars or impairs; a flaw or defect J4F, 5t

AREBA

clang v, (R . IT YA

crapshoot n. (3Ef#) a risky enterprise B H )

crossbar n.  EK[JHIBEAR

debunker n. (EEHRBRYE,; BFEARBEEH

deemn  vt.  to have as an opinion; judge £ ;I E

desultory adj. occurring haphazardly; random R &R, EH

embodiment n. {KB; Bikfk

ensue wvi. to take place subsequently IR F % 4

10. excruciating adj. intensely painful; agonizing i &1 89 , fff A RIS & s B
% iy

11. flair =».  a natural talent or aptitude; a knack K&, & &

12, flamboyant adj. JZEH;HFERD

13. free kick {FEIR

14, glitch #.  a minor malfunction, mishap, or technical problem; a snag /M
BN ERT IRE R AR 1555 ; B 58

15, impregnable adj. difficult or impossible to attack, challenge, or refute
with success JoH A &5 (Y

16. languish v.  to remain unattended or be neglected HRE R . 2R
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17.

18.
19.
20.
21,

22.
23.

24,
25,
26.
27.

28.

29,

30.
3L
32.

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

mind-set 7. a fixed mental attitude or disposition that predetermines a person’s
responses to and interpretations of situations ¥R A, BAEM w5 R

miniscule adj. B/PB, WHG

Montenegro n. [TRINFZ (B KR --#KX, HIFR)

offensive adj. making an attack #4173

outplay wf. to surpass (an opponent) in skill or technique or in scoring
points HL e I T, 5 W

penalty kick ¥ &R

peter wvi. to diminish slowly and come to an end; dwindle Z# ¥ , B #F
Wi

redemption »n. {KE, ¥ B

ref n.  areferee FH

relegate wvt.  to assign to an obscure place, position, or condition Wkl 1 37
reminiscent adj. tending to recall or suggest something in the past 4 A [
B, BREEN

resurrect vf.  to bring back to life; raise from the dead {85 4 ; i NFET- 1
B 15 to bring back into practice, notice, or use MELHE FEERFFHEH
shootout 7. a means of resolving a tie after overtime in a soccer game, in
which five players from each side alternately take individual shots on goal i
SBRR A, 5 P 2

showcase n.  (REJE S IEY A9 B3 BRFIIE : (E ) BRIE SR
stunning adj. impressive & AEIRIFEZIH

temperament #.  the manner of thinking, behaving, or reacting characteristic
of a specific person PE#

tie n. (HFEHBORD, A

trophy n. (KEZEMEE.EHK.255

upstage adj. haughty; aloof #1889, % EERHY

venal adj. open to bribery; mercenary /A H 2 WK ; 1Y

vintage »n.  HEREE; FIRFENREE: £, B4

waning adj. (HE)MSH, Z8EHEEA)E
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. According to the author, who is the best player in the game?
. What does the author say about Zidane?

Questions for Comprehension and Discussion

According to the author, how does the ltalian team win the game?

Why does the author say that “ltalian soccer this day is the perfect
embodiment of beauty and the beast”?
What's the author's attitude toward the World Cup?
Do you like the World Cup? Why?
What do you think of Zidane?
Who is your favorite football player? And which team is your favorite? Why?
Do you like the Italian team? Do you feel happy when the Italian team won
the Germany 2006 World Cup?

When do you think China can host the World Cup? élﬂ
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Text B

Hail to the Kings

The teams: Perennial favorite Brazil may have its strongest squad ever. But changes

in the game mean no futere team may ever be as dominant,

By Mac Margolis

Newsweek International

June 12, 2006 issue — For the record, anyone can win the 2006 World Cup.
Whether it’s three-time champion Italy or the debuting Angolans, 10th-ranked
England or No. 61 Togo, once the ball begins to roll in Germany on June 9,
theoretically each of the 32 national teams vying for glory in the globe’s most
popular sport has a fighting chance. OK, now forget all the sportingly correct
disclaimers. Sure, football’s premier spectacle has seen its share of upsets over
the decades. But since 1958, when a precocious South American team, debuting a
17-year-old named Pelé, blind sided Cup host Sweden 5 : 2 in the finals, the one
iron rule in football is that Brazil is the team to beat. And to judge by the pre-
game hoopla and headlines, by the evening of July 9, when the final whistle
blows in Berlin, even hidebound European fans will be learning to samba yet
again.

It’s not just that the Brazilians are past masters, having racked up a record
60 wins in 87 matches for an unprecedented five World Cup titles. The squad
suiting up for this year’s quadrennial is easily the best in two decades, and just
may be, the more breathless aficionados assert, the best ever. Devotees of
legends like Pelé, Garrincha, Tostao and Rivellino will beg to differ, but there’s
no denying that the current green-and-yellow machine has been on a phenomenal
roll. The Brazilians won the Copa America tournament in 2004, last year’s
Confederations Cup and finished first in the South American World Cup

qualifying games, ahead of archrival Argentina. Between them, iber-stars
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Ronaldo and Ronaldinho, both apex predators in the ferocious Spanish league,
have been elected world footballer of the year five times in the last eight vyears.
They are just two of the reasons that Brazil has topped the International
Federation of Football Associations’ ranking since 2002. No wonder Australian
fans, whose team faces Brazil in the opening round, are snapping up green-and-

’ says the online sports bourse Gambling

yellow-clad voodoo dolls. “Realistically,’
911, where few are betting against Brazil, “it looks like a one-horse race. ”

Mixed metaphors apart, the lopsided odds tell only part of the story. Just
what makes the Brazilian game so consistently great has kept hundreds of
eggheads busy for generations. Some pundits, sounding like modern-day
eugenicists, argue that it’s the special mix of European, African and indigenous
DNA that gave Brazilians the perfect biotype — short, strong, a low center of
gravity — for a game of supreme footwork. Undoubtedly, past glories have
helped, creating a powerful demonstration effect, as idols beget idols.
(Ronaldinho grew up imitating Ronaldo, who admired Romaério, while everyone
worshiped Pelé. ) The one consensus, though, is that what matters is not how
regularly the Brazilians prevail but how sublimely they play. Ronaldo’s sleight of
foot, Ronaldinho’s sprinting pirouettes, the way Robinho glissades along the
pitch as though on a pillow of air: this is the game that turned an imported
English pastime into ballet on grass. Brazilians call it futebol arte Cart football),
and the rest of the world, “the beautiful game”. “I prefer to play beautifully and
lose than to tie with a dull game,” the late Telé Santana, a storied coach, once
said famously. The world has come to expect no less.

Much of Brazil’s prowess may well be rooted in a lack of opportunity that has
sired creativity. While the national stadiums boast deep pile carpets of grass,
most players cut their teeth on asphalt, at the beach or even knee-deep in a
muddy cow pasture. “l didn’t have to go to the stadium to see great football as a
kid,” says Roberto Rivellino, a midfielder who played alongside Pelé on the
legendary 1970 Brazilian team. “1 went to the flood plains. ” As a kid,
Ronaldinho kicked anything that rolled, from a Coke can to a balled-up sock,
using the wall in his backyard for a goal and his pet dog Bullet for a defender.
The improvisations paid off; all the top Brazilians dribble with the ease of a

Harlem Globetrotter — but with their feet. “ There are talented players



