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WARM UP

1. Do you often listen to English radio broadcast?

2. Do you often read English newspapers?

3. What English newspapers or radio broadcast are available
in your city?
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Unit 1 News report

Section 1

READING A

SPECIAL REPORT ON TERRORIST ATTACKS

Our program today is a special one. We tell about the recent terrorist attack
against the United States. We answer a listener's question about the two
buildings in New York City that were called the World Trade Center.

On Tuesday, September 11th, many things changed forever in the United
States. Terrorists hijacked four civilian passenger aircraft. All were flights from
the eastern United States to California.

Two of the aircraft turned away
from their planned flights and flew to
New York City. It is believed the
terrorists were flying both planes.

At 8.45 in the morning, New
York time, one of the planes crashed
info the north building of the World §
Trade Center. The aircraft tore a huge |
hole in the building. The aircraft fuel
immediately caused a huge fire.

At three minutes after 9 o’clock,
the second hijacked airliner crashed
infto the south building of the World
Trade Center and exploded. Both buildings were burning.

Forty minutes later, a third hijacked aircraft crashed into the Defense
Department Building called the Pentagon near Washington D.C. Here too,
airplane fuel caused a huge fire.

About 10 o’clock in New York, the south building of the World Trade
Center fell down. About twenty—five minutes later, the north building fell down.

Twenty minutes later,  police in the eastern state of Pennsylvania
confirmed that a fourth hijacked aircraft had crashed. There were no survivors.
Later, experts said the passengers on this flight may have fought with the
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Unit 1 News report

terrorists and caused the crash, or caused the terrorists to crash the plane. The
experts believe this fourth aircraft was being flown to a target in Washington D.C.
The brave actions of the passengers on this flight may have saved hundreds if
not thousands of other lives.

Officials still do not know how many innocent people were killed in this
terrorist attack. However, they believe now that the number of people on the
airplanes and those who died in the buildings is more than five thousand.

Our listener's question this week comes from Mongolia. A. Amartuya
expressed sadness for the attack and asked us to explain what the World
Trade Center was. '

The World Trade Center in New York was a group of buildings that opened
in 1973. It occupied six and one -half hectares of land. Its two largest
buildings were more than 410 meters tall. They once were the tallest buildings
in the world. About 50,000 people worked each day in the World Trade
Center.

The World Trade Center was built to survive severe weather conditions, such
as winds from large ocean storms. It was built to survive serious fires.
However, experts said they could not survive the thousands of liters of
airplane fuel that caused extremely hot fires. The fires weakened the steel
that supported the buildings. The top of each building began to fall into the

next lower part. Each part fell into the next until the huge buildings were no
more.

New words and expressions

/ terrorist /'terarist/ n. B 3 303 B o
attack /o'tek/n. B Wik
forever /fa'tevo/adv. K 3T
hijack /'haidzek/ v. Fh#F
civilian /si'vilian/ n. R EHE; (fEEHR) RAM
aircraft /'eakra:ft/ n. any machine that can fly in the air
| RATAS (IR RAREE) A AR

\_ crash /kref/v. & n. i 8




ﬂear Iteal/ v. [tore/to:/, Wrmk 1T KR
torn/to:n/)
huge /hju:d3/ adj. very large & K#Y; E K
airliner /'ealaina/ n. large passenger aircraft K&l
explode /ik'sploud/ v. to blow up &4
defense /di'fens/ n. defending from attack Bif#;{§ T

the Pentagon /'pentagon/n. T KBk (EEEBF R A 4L)
Pennsylvania /,pensil'veinia/ E4 EKEEM (EEM%)

confirm /kan'fo:m/ v. UESE  EBA ; B IA
target /'ta:git/ n. B HHY
innocent /'inasnt/ adj. TOER PR B
Mongolia /mon'gaulia/ Fir (EW P —HhIX )
hectare /'hektea/ n. AB(A 100 AR 10,000 F
; 7K)
liter /'li:ta/ n. ST B AT )
Qeel sti:|/ n. ) /

Notes

1. We answer a listener’s question about the two buildings in New York City
that were called the World Trade Center. {7 [ 25 — {37 W Ak 3 F 41 24 it 7
B 5y L PR A KR A ) R
the World Trade Center A #1755 bl . ALY R 55 b Kbl 5 1
HAYHM, PRSI, T A2 S 0w i X3, & X EA%H
=110 SN
2. All were flights from the eastern United States to California. it & 9 BF HLEB J&
M SE B R B AR R 4R JE T B AL EE
flight BEHL ; £k .
3. It is believed the terrorists were flying both planes. A fi14H {5 244 4 F 24 i 28
BE XA ML,
It is believed that ... “ AfilikHg------ N
4. Forty minutes later, a third hijacked aircraft crashed into the Defense
Department Building called the Pentagon near Washington D.C. P4} 4> %h 2
J& 5 = IR B AR ) TCHLIE 1) 17 T 5 S A R A5 X 1% ) B A R AR

g



5. Twenty minutes later, police in the eastern state of Pennsylvania confirmed
that a fourth hijacked aircraft had crashed. —+ #4825 , AW EFRERE T
SN TTIESE S AR BB R KILE 28,

6. The brave actions of the passengers on this flight may have saved hundreds

if not thousands of other lives. AFZE KHL L B FE BT A TEER B T B R
BT HESAHE K A s,

7. Our listener’s question this week comes from Mongolia. A. Amartuya
expressed sadness for the attack and asked us to explain what the
World Trade Center was. 7% J&] # W7 £k 5] BB R B % & #9 — 1 7 % A. Amartuya
[oma:'tja: ] BT AR , XX K B ROR T AR 28, FFIERATAHH Xtk B
LB

Practice

L Answer the following questions.

1. What happened to the two buildings of the World Trade Center
on Tuesday?

2. How many planes were hijacked altogether on Tuesday?

3. Why did the two buildings fall down?

4. What was the original target of the fourth plane that crashed in
Pennsylvania?

5. What may have caused the crash of the fourth plane?

6. Explain what the World Trade Center was.

II. Hot words

Study the words and expressions in the box, and complete each sentence
with one of them in the right form.

I attack tear explode

' crash survive weaken
1. While his parents were away, the boy the newly—bought shirt on a
nail.
2. Hunger and diseases had the health of the old man.



3. After the economic crisis started, many newspaper articles began to
the government’s domestic policy.

4. Of the 120 people in the plane that , only 2 were alive.

5. The old tower has many disasters in history, and is still standing
there.

6. When the boiler , there wasn’t anybody inside or outside the
boiler room.

> LISTENING

You will hear a radio report about an airplane crash. Listen carefully and then choose
the best answer to the questions from the four choices.

1. How many people were killed?
A. 166. B. 83. C. 138. D. 24.
2. How many people were treated in the hospitals?
A. 166. B. 83. C. 138. D. 24.
3. How many people had been released?
A. 166. B. 83. C. 138. D. 24.
4. How many people were injured?
A. 166. B. 83. C. 138. D. 24.

Section 3
SPEAKING

Talking about news
Useful expressions:
Did you hear the news this morning?



Unit 1 News report

Did you watch the Morning News?
Did you hear that ...?

Practice

Now talk about the following pictures.

1.

w N

-

What happened?

When did it happen?

How many people died?

What was the cause of the disaster?

Date: July 28, 2002

Airplane: Russian plane

Place: Near Moscow

Incident: Crash

Number of death: 14 on the plane

Number of dead on the ground: None

Experts looked for the black box so that they
could find the cause of the crash.

Date: November 30, 2000

Place: South China Sea

Name of Ship: “WORLDLINE”
Company: Reixiang Shipping Company
Incident: Ship sank

Weather condition: Strong wind
Number of death: None

Number of sailors saved: 21

People who helped: A ship from Tianjin
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Section 4

READING B

ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF THE TERRORIST ATTACKS

The economic effects of the terrorist attacks in
the United States last week are spreading across
the country and the world. The attacks in New
York City and Washington D.C. have hurt many
businesses, especially the airline industry and.
financial markets. Many companies have been
forced to dismiss thousands of workers. Many
individual states are concerned about their
economic future.

Monday was the first day of trading on
the American stock market since the attacks
on September 1th. The stock market suffered major losses. The Dow Jones
industrial average lost seven percent of its value. The other major measures of the
value of American stocks fell to their lowest levels in three years.

Some economic experts say the drop in the value of stocks could directly affect
long-term spending. They say it may cause people to lose trust in the economy
and spend less money. Businesses across the country already have reported
decreases in sales. Experts note that the American economy was close to a
recession even before the attacks.

The airline industry was probably hardest hit by the attacks. The nation’s skies
were temporarily closed to all air travel. Travelers remain frightened and are
avoiding flying. High fuel and labor costs are making the situation worse. The
airlines are losing hundreds of millions of dollars each day.

Maijor airlines in the United States have announced plans to dismiss almost
80,000 workers. A major builder of airplanes, Boeing, says it will dismiss as many
as 30,000 workers. Airlines in many other countries are cutting flights and jobs.
Many other businesses dependent on the airline industry also have been harmed.

The American airline industry has asked the federal government for help.
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