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Zhangzhou, one of famous cities in the Chinese history and culture,
is situated in the southeast China. It is full of subtropical Asia features
and famous for its flowers and waters. The neighboring cities are
Quanzhou, Longyan, and Xiamen of Fujian Province, and Shantou of
Guangdong Province. It is on the side of the Taiwan Strait.

With the mild weather and rich soil, our ancestors lived here in
the prehistoric age. Neolithic relics at Fuchuanshan Mountain have
indicated that the traditional culture was born in Zhangzhou more than
four thousand years ago. In addition, Zhangzhou became an area with
flourishing Minyue culture two thousand years ago (Minyue District
included Fujian Province and Zhejiang Province in both Qin and Han
Dynasties).

In 600's, CHEN Yuanguang led the Central Plains people to emigrate
to Zhangzhou and built this city. From then on, both Central Plains
culture and Minyue culture were in perfect harmony at this place.

In Ming Dynasty, both Moon Port of this city and the Guangzhou
Port were called Great Eastern Ports for the countless businessmen, tons
of merchandise, loaded cargoboats coming from different countries made
these two ports busiest ports in the east at that time. With more and
more external trades and cultural communications, multicultures met
and blended in Zhangzhou. On the other hand, numerous Zhangzhou
people who left for foreign countries by sea contributed greatly for the
spread of Zhangzhou culture.

Since 2000, Zhangzhou has had entirely new development. After
achieving the modernizations of agriculture, it focuses on the advancement
of industry. Modern manufactories are blooming here, sending industrial
products to the places all over the country and the world. These are
all related to the culture directly.

This picture album contains more than 500 pictures of cultural relics,
folk customs and treasures in the museum, showing the charm of
Zhangzhou culture and its great function on the development of the
city. We should thank the people who take part in publishing this
picture album for their hard work and great efforts.

The more the global economy becomes integrative, the more people
should cherish their own culture. In the new century, we should build
a Zhangzhou with a great deal of culture taste so that we will feel no
regret to the history and the future.

/(&/%77 (g(//%ﬁ‘{.

(The writer was formerly the mayor of Zhangzhou , and he is currently the mayor of Quanzhou.)
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More than 20 years ago, when I was the art editor and press—
photographer of Battlefront Newspaper at Fuzhou Military Area, 1 found
a soldier who did well in painting, so I often asked him to draw some
pictures for Battlefront Newspaper and to help and learn in the newspaper
office. He is LIN Ruihong. But after Fuzhou Military Area and Nanjing
Military Area were merged in 1985, I was transferred to civilian work
and lost touch with him.

Several years ago, in a Fujian Province Traffic Photographic
Competition, I noticed a LIN Ruihong won the first prize. I thought
maybe it was he, so I tried my best and connected with him at last.
Ruihong said he didn't visit me at first because his work wasn't good
enough, while I believed it was.

In the Spring Festival of 2003, LIN Ruihong brought me a book
named My Hometown and invited me to write a preface for it. Reading
this picture album that introduces people culture relics and folk customs
in Zhangzhou, I was moved; I knew Ruihong has exhausted every
effort to publish this book for the protection of his hometown's treasure.
He is great!

Zhangzhou is one of famous cities in Chinese history and culture.
The authors of My Hometown recorded its treasure with more than 500
pictures and nice accompanying essays. It is useful for people to understand,
study and make use of cultural recourse of Zhangzhou and helpful for
the development of this city.

(The writer of this preface is the committee member of Chinese Culture Federation, the vice—
president of China Professional Photographer's Society, the secretary of Fuyjian Province Culture
Federation and the president of Fujian Professional Photographer's Society.)
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Foreword

Many foreigners know China, Chinese people and Chinese culture from
a book by LIN Yutang, My Homeland and Her People. Lin Yutang is a
writer who made great contribution in promoting Chinese culture internationally .
After traveling around the world, he still missed his hometown, Zhangzhou
and still remembered that the beautiful mountains, farmlands, farmhouses
which he saw in Zhangzhou when he was just 12 years old. My Hometown
introduces the scenery, ancient buildings, folk arts, the people and the
life of the people on mountains and seaside in the hometown of LIN Yutang.
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In the prehistoric age, our ancestors had been living here, and the
Tang Dynasty made it a zhou (zhou, an ancient administrative division).The
onetime Zhangzhou city was at Xilin Village of Yunxiao County, in which
there lie Liangshan Mountain and Zhangjiang River and the bottom of the
ancient city wall is well preserved. This elliptic city wall had a circumference
of 4 kilometers and an area of 1.5 sq.km. There are many relics here, for
example, the beacon tower on the other side of the river, the ferry and
the wharf in the south, the moat in the north, and so on. Little by little,
Central Plain's culture was spread here, and Junbei, which is at Huotian
Village, is a witness.

In 786, CHEN Mo, Zhangzhou prefectural governor, moved the city
hall to the current Xiangcheng District. At that time, taking the existing
Zhongshan Park as a center, people built the quadrate castle and dug the
eastern and western part of the moat. From the Tang Dynasty to the Qing
Dynasty, the municipal governments in past dynasties were all in this park.
Nowadays, the location and the structure of the old moats are still visible.
In the Song Dynasty, a rounded city wall was built outside the Tang quadrate
castle. Before 1990s, Zhangzhou had a lingering ancient charm all the time.
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a ferry in the south of

ancient Zhangzhou
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Jiangdong Bridge

3. HA®
Ancient Moon Port
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Wanbi Mansion
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Zhangzhou Confucius
Temple
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In September 2003, archaeo—
logists discovered a tibia fossil,
the age of which about 30
thousand vyears, at Xishan
Mountain of Longhai County.
It was the first time in Fujian
Province to find such a fossil
from the earth's crust. This
fossil provided important
information for the study of
prehistoric culture in Fujian coastal
areas.
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Stone artifacts (about 13000 years ago), discovered at Lianhuachishan
Mountain in the north suburbs of Zhangzhou city. They include cores,
flakes and tools.
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tibia fossil
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FAN Xuechun, an archaeologist, is observing a tibia fossil
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Beigiu Relic at Damoushan Mountain, Dongshang Town

In 2002, in order to study culture communion of Taiwan
Strait in Neolithic and the origin of Southern Islands Language
Family, archaeologists from China and America began excavating
at Beqiu Relic. There are about 1000—2000 languages in Southern
[slands Language Family, and the study indicates that this language
family originated in Taiwan, Pescadores and southeast seaboard
of China.
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Hooks made from bones; Arrowhead made from stone




