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The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Unit 1 A Survey of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Location and Component (485,) Parts
Great Britain is an island that lies off the northwest coast of Europe. The nearest
country ‘bs France while it
is 20 miléé away and from
which Great Britain is
sep'd}gted by the English *
Chﬁnnel. The island _is ATLANTIC OCEAN

su

NORTHERN

&lihded by the Atldnti InELANOIYT

Ocean, to the west, and :

the North Sea, to the mina e

east. It comprises (£ #5) I a0t

the mainlands of England, ¥ Southempton Foover
/f “Wales and Scotlahd, that an

is, three countries. %fgt- T

lap}i is in the north d)vhi@ Wales is in the west. Iréliiﬁd, which is alsg an island,

li%g off the ‘%ﬁ?; éga§tvq$ Great Britain. It consists of (f---#J /&) Northern Ireland

and the Irish Repub l%aggg% Britaj ) {!together with Northern | 'l’r‘e,land

constitutes (i) the Unitec ?ﬁg_ﬂ_ggﬁ). TS, the United Kingdom is éfo 'zgo'sed of
(H3---4 ) four countries. (The largest of these is England which is divided into 43
counties. The capital city is London which is in Southeast England.)

The population of the UK is 56,488,000, which consists of the English, the
Welsh, the Scottish and the Irish. English is the official language, but not all of
the British people speak it. In Wales many people speak Celtic(JL/R¥#iE)—their
Gaelic(% /R A1) language. Only when the national anthem([E#X) is being sung
can we hear “God Save the Queen” in English.

The mountains in Great Britain are almost all in the north and the west. They

NORTH SEA

are not very high, the highest ones are in Scotland. There are many low hills in
some parts of the country, but not in the south and the east, where there are
almost no hills. In summer there is no snow on any of the mountains or hills in
Great Britain or Ireland.

Ireland became part of the United Kingdom in 1801, but it soon grew
discontented. At last, Ireland divided itself into two: Northern Ireland remained
loyal to the Crown(ZE ¥ %), and in 1922 the rest of the country broke away to

J— 1 J—



form an Irish Free State, now the Republic of Ireland. Northern Ireland is a very
beautiful country. It rains very often there, but it is never very cold, and snow
almost never falls.

Rivers and Lakes

There are many rivers in Great Britain, but they are not very long. The rivers
which run to the east are longer than the ones which run to the west.

The Thames is one of the longest rivers in England. It is a very beautiful river.
It is in the south of the country and runs to the east, into the North Sea. London is
on the Thames.

London is a very old town. Today it -is one of the largest towns in Europe.
More than nine million people live there.

The port of London is one of the greatest ports in the world. Ships from all
countries go up and down the Thames. They bring food to the people of Britain.
Then they take British machines and other things back to the ports from which
they came.

The west of England is a very beautiful part of the country. The lakes here are
the most beautiful in England. There are trees, flowers and green grass round
them.

The water is almost always very still, and you can see the green hills, the
brown mountains and everything else round the lake upside down in the water.
There are boats on all the large lakes, which take people from one side to the
other. There are always a lot of boats on the lakes in summer.

There are large lakes in Scotland too with mountains round them. They are
not like the English ones: there are not so many trees and flowers, and green hills
round them, but they are beautiful too. The mountains here are higher, and they
are grey and dark. In spite of the beauty, the Scottish Highlands are strange and
lonely. Empty farmhouses dot the area. The mountains are covered with a cold
fog. In the early morning, a thick fog sometimes blankets the area, seeming to
settle on many beautiful lakes.

Cultural Notes

1. The Difference between the British Isles, Britain, the United Kingdom and England: The
British Isles is made up of two large islands. One is called Ireland and the other Britain . Britain ,
or Great Britain , is the larger of these two islands, and it is divided into three parts: Scotland ,
Wales and England. The United Kingdom (UK ) is short for the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland . It is made up of Scotland , Wales, England and also about one-
sixth of Ireland, the northern part. England is the largest, most populous, and generally
speaking , the richest section . English people often use the words “England” and “English” when
they mean “Britain” and “British.’

2. Celtic: Language of the Celts. Celts are members of an ancient West European people , some of
whom settled in Britain before the coming of the Romans. Now most of them live in Ireland ,
Wales, Scotland, Cornwell and Brittany.



I . Choose the best answer for each of the following statements:

1. Great Britain is separated from by the English Chennel.
A. the North Sea B. France
C. Ireland D. Scotland

2. The United Kingdom is composed of
A. England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland
~ B. England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
" C. Great Britain and Ireland
D. Great Britain and the Irish Republic
3. When “God Save the Queen” is heard singing, you may immediately realize that _____.
A. the Queen has been saved by God
B. the Queen believes in God
C. it is the name of the national anthem of the UK

D. they are the words of the national anthem
4. Where do the highest mountains in Great Britain lie?
A. England. B. Scotland. C. Wales. D. Ireland.
5. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. The Thames is one of the largest rivers in Wales.
B. In summer there is no snow on any of the hills \in Ireland.
C. London is one of the largest cities in Europe.
D. There are three regions in Great Britain.
[l . Write out the words according to the Chinese given in brackets:
The island is 8% ot F¥) by the sea.
Macao is close to the "ﬁif‘(w_\:k_ (KB) of China.
France is the /W E4t  (BRIEAY) country to Great Britain.
English is the . - (‘B #Y) language in England but not in Wales.
London has one of the greatest (#10) in the world.
The village is (f3H) by a large sea, so the weather is not hot.
There are large lakes and high mountains in (TPt =2).
The Irish (FLFE) is an independent country.



Unit 2 What Is the Weather Like in England?

When two English people meet, their first words will be “How do you do?” and
“How are you?” After the reply “How do you do? Very well, thank you; how are
you?” they often speak about the weather.

If the day is fine, the sky is cloudless, the sun is shining brightly, one of them
will say, “It is a lovely day, isn’t it?” or “It is warm today, isn’t it?” The other
person will reply, “Yes, it is. It is as warm today as it was yesterday!” or “It’s
wonderful weather we are having. I hope it will keep fine.” or simply “Yes, isn’t
it!”

If the day isn’t fine and it looks like rain, one of them will say, “It isn’t warm
today, is it?” The other person will reply, “No, it isn’t. I think we are going to
have some more rain.” They never keep silent when they meet each other. Weather
is the topic for their chat. ‘

What is the weather like in England?

The weather in England is milder than that of other countries. The winters are
warmer and the summers are cooler than those on the continent. It is never too
cold or too hot there. The changes in temperature are not very great in England.
That’s why weather forecasts do not give the temperature of the air.

The weather forecasts that you see below show you what kind of weather they
have in England in spring, summer, autumn and winter.

In spring: Mild, dry and sunny. Rain, cloudy and warm.

In summer: Dry, cloudy and cool. Rain and showers.

In autumn: Dry. Sunny periods. Fog early and late.

In winter: Strong winds, heavy rain. Snow, cold.

The best seasons in England are spring and summer. The nearer the summer,
the warmer the sun shines. But the summer in England is not so hot as it is on the
continent.

The nearer the winter, the colder the days. In winter they have all sorts of
weather. Sometimes it rains and sometimes it snows heavily, and they also have
fog and frost.

The two worst months in England are January and February. They get many
cold, wet days one after another.

The coldest weather, when it freezes night after night and remains cold during
the day, is much more pleasant than the wet weather. Nothing is more wonderful
than a quick walk on such a day! The winters are never cold enough to freeze the
rivers. As the ice is rather thin, they seldom skate on the rivers in England. It may
snow any time from November to March. But in England in winter it rains more
often than it snows. That’s why some English people do not wear heavy overcoats
but only warm raincoats.



I . Choose the best answer for each of the following statements:
1. After two English people greet each other, they often talk about .
A. the day B. their hope C. the weather D. the rain
2. What is the weather like in England?

A. It is mild, never too cold or too hot.

B. It is warm in winter.
C. Itis cool in summer.
D. The temperature doesn’t change at all.
3. What do the weather forecasts not give?
A. Rain. B. Snow. C. Fog. D. Temperature.
4. People in England seldom skate on rivers because .
A. the ice is rather thin
B. it rains often
C. they don’t wear heavy overcoats
D. they wear only warm raincoats
5. The English people keep on talking about the weather because ___ .
A. the weather is changeable
B. people won’t tell their private life
C. there is a gap between them
D. the weather forecast is not correct
Il . Fill in each blank with the correct form of the word freeze:

1. The smile of the boss when he saw the million-pound note.

2. The passengers would be cold if they stayed in the bus.

3. In the _ weather a basin of water will soon be turned into ice.

4. Water when the temperature falls below 0T .

5. A lot of Red Army men were to death during the Long March.

6. It was very difficult for the bus to drive on the road.
M. Fill in each blank with a proper word according to the text:
English people often 1 about the weather 2 they greet each other. In3
the weather in England is 4 . The winters are § and the summers are cooler than
6 on the continent. The 7 seasohs in England are spring 8 summer.
But the worst months are January and 9 . It is cold and wet. It rains 10 often

than it snows.



Unit 3 The Sign Language

Ways of Communication

You speak, write a letter, make a telephone call. Your words carry a message.
People communicate with words. When you want to tell other people what you
think, vou can do it not only with the help of words, but also in many other ways.
A smile on your face shows you are happy and friendly. Tears in your eyes tell
others that you are sad. When you raise your hands in class, the teacher knows you
want to say something or ask questions. You sometimes move your heads up and
down when you want to say “Yes,” and you move your heads from side to side when
you want to say “No.”

Other things can also carry messages. For example, a sign at the bus-stop
helps you know which bus to take. A sign on the door tells you where to go in or
out. Have you ever noticed that there are a lot of signs around you and that you
receive messages from them all the time? An artist can use his drawing to tell
about beautiful mountains, about the blue sea and many other things. Books are
written to tell about all the wonderful things in the world and also about people and
their ideas. Books, magazines, TV, radios and films all help us communicate with
others. They all help us to know what is going on in the world and what other
people are thinking about.

People who can neither hear nor talk to each other can communicate with the
help of their gestures. People who don’t understand each other’s language have to
do the same. The following story shows how they sometimes do it.

How to Ask for Food by Sign Language

An Englishman who couldn’t speak Italian was once travelling in Italy. One
day he entered a restaurant and sat at a table. When the waiter came, the
Englishman opened his mouth, puf his fingers in it, took them out again and
moved his lips. In this way, he meant to say, “Bring me something to eat.” The
waiter soon brought him a cup of tea. The Englishman shook his head and the
waiter understood that he didn’t want tea, so he took it away and brought him
some coffee. The Englishman was very hungry at this time and looked very sad. He
was just going to leave the restaurant when another’ traveller came in. When this
man saw the waiter, he put his hands on the stomach. That was enough. After a
few minutes there was a large plate of bread and meat on the table for him.

Indian Sign Language

Long ago, when Indians of one tribe met Indians of another tribe, they had to
make signs with their hands to understand each other. There are some of the signs
they made. Maybe you can make them, too.

When vou are hungry, you move your right hand back and forth across your
stomach.

When you mean “Let’s eat,” you cup your right hand and move it up and down
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in front of your mouth.

When you have had enough to eat, you spread your thumb (#$§) and first
finger(&#5) apart, and move your hand from your chest to your chin( FE&).

If you have a stomachache, you put both hands on your stomach, and move
them back and forth.

I . Choose the best answer for each of the following statements:
1. Communication is important because it can help people to _____
A. understand the world and other people better
B. know what other people are thinking about
C. learn what is happening in the world more quickly
D. all of the above
2. How do people who don’t understand each other’s language usually express themselves?

A. Look for the help of words. B. Move their hands.

C. Use body language. D. Move their fingers from side to side.
3. When a foreigner wants something to eat in an Italian restaurant, he may

A. put his hands on his stomach B. pat his stomach

C. put his fingers in his stomach D. both A and B

4. In what situation would sign language be used?
A. When the Indians met each other long ago.
B. When people don’t understand each other’s language.
C. When people who don’t share the same language want to make themselves understood.

D. When people do not make much noise.
5. Which of the following pictures shows that the Indian was full?

6. The writer wrote this article to tell us

A. how to express “Yes” and “No”
B. how to get food in a restaurant
C. how to use sign language
D. where we can get food
11 . Match the expressions in Column A with the words in Column B:
A B
1. a piece of a. letters
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2. a pile of b. paper

3. ajar of C. cigarettes
4. a loaf of d. honey

5. a pack of e. bread

6. a bag of f. ink

7. a drop of g. flour

8. an ear(#)of h. wheat

If . Rewrite the following sentences with “comparative degree + than + any other” :
Example: John is the tallest boy in the class. '
John is taller than any other boy in the class.
1. Jim studies hardest of all in our class.
2. Taiwan is the largest island in our country. -
3. That building with a clock tower at the top is the highest of all in the city.
4. Richard is the oldest in the school.

5. George did the most of all.

IV. Fill in each blank with a proper preposition:

A conversation often depends 1 questions to keep it going 2 the direction you
want it to go. The one who asks the questions 3 a conversation usually controls the
conversation. Various techniques(3% T5) may be necessary 4 you to get different sorts
5 information 6 different people. Most people are very polite 7 the
way they ask a stranger 8 something. If you are more direct, you may appear to be very
rude 9 “others. Anyway, personal questions have to be expressed tactfully(ﬁl&ﬂﬁ) instead
10 directly.



Unit4 The Hurricane

England usually has plenty of rain every month of the year. And Scotland
sometimes has very strong winds, especially in winter. On Friday October 16th,
1987, a hurricane struck the southeast of England. Between the hours of midnight
and 6:00 am the hurricane crossed the southeast corner of England with winds of up
to 160 kph. That night was the worst one in history. Nineteen people lost their
lives. It had been raining heavily for two days and the ground was very wet. Also it
was autumn and therefore the trees still had their leaves on. For these reasons the
strong winds pushed over the trees very easily.

Here is a story in the hurricane. The early hours of October 16th were not a
good time for travelling. But Mr and Mrs Bell did not have any choice, they had to
travel. They live in a village in the southeast of England. In the middle of the night
Mrs Bell, who was expecting a baby, told her husband that the baby was on its
way. Immediately they got into their car and set off for the hospital. On their way
to the hospital they found that the road was blocked by a fallen tree. Before they
could turn the car round, another tree fell onto the road behind them. At three in
the morning they left their car and walked home in the storm. They had to climb
over fallen trees and small branches were falling on them as they walked. They
finally reached home. Fortunately the telephone was still working and they were
able to call a doctor. The doctor finally reached their house. He had driven part of
the way but had to walk the final part of his journey because the road was blocked.
The story ended happily. A baby girl was born at 11:00 am.

Scientists are making a careful study of the hurricane, trying to find out how
the hurricane is formed so that they can gather the information for the weathermen
to give a correct weather report, predicting when the hurricane is coming.

Here is another story about how humans take challenge of ([a] - Bk #K) the
hurricane. Not many people can fly a plane through a big storm. But that is what
Lowell Genzlinger can do. He is a pilot who looks for a hurricane. He can let
people know when a hurricane might be coming.

A hurricane is a huge storm with a big eye. There is a strong wind around this
eye. But in the eye of a hurricane, the air is quiet.

A hurricane is very strong. The strong wind of a hurricane can snap(ITii) a
tree in two or turn over a big boat. There may be a flood with a hurricane. Last
summer, Lowell saw a hurricane flood a city in just one hour.

On this night, pictures from satellites in the sky show some strange clouds
over the ocean. Could they be a hurricane? Lowell is asked to pilot his plane
through the clouds. At first, Lowell can see the stars in the sky. Then, slowly,
black clouds move around his plane. He can not see at all. The wind is roaring(F¥
%) now. Lowell must get to the eye of this hurricane. He calls to land on the
radio. “I can’t fly in a line through the storm. The wind is too strong. I have to fly
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