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The Taming of the Shrew

The Taming of the Shrew

Once, in the city of Padua in Jtaly, there lived a
rich gentleman named Baptista. He had two daughters,
named Katherina and Bianca. Everyone called Katherina
“Katherina the Shrew.” A shrew is a sour, angry, mean
young woman. Katherina was beautiful and very intelligent
But she was unkind, unpleasant, and usually angry with
everyone. It seemed impossible that she would ever find
a husband. However, her younger sister, Bianca, was
beautiful, sweet, and gentle. Many men wanted to marry
Bianca, but Baptista would not allow it. “When Katherina
finds a husband, I will allow Bianca to marry. But not
before! ” he said.

One day a gentleman named Petruchio came to
Padua. He wanted to find a wife. He heard the story of
Baptista’s two daughters. He decided that Katherina’s
terrible temper did not scare him. “She is beautiful
and rich. I will tame her, as if she was a wild horse. 1
will marry her, and she will become as sweet and quiet
as a mouse!”

Petruchio was very similar to Katherina. He was

intelligent, lively, and independent, just like her. He
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[ Tales from Shakespeare

was not afraid of Katherina; instead, he was excited
about taming this difficult woman. His personality was
very fun-loving, and he thought that it would be fun to
marry Katherina. So Petruchio went to the home of
Baptista, to ask his permission.

“Sir, 1 have come from the city of Verona. I have
heard stories of your gentle, sweet daughter Katherina.
(Petruchio was lying, of course.) I would like your
permission to spend time with her.”

Baptista wanted Katherina to be married. But he
didn’t want this nice-looking young man to be mistaken.
“Sadly, Katherina is not sweet and kind,” he said.

Just then, Katherina’s music teacher ran into the
room. “Your daughter hit me over the head with her lute!”
he cried angrily. Petruchio thought this was very funny.
“She is a brave young lady, isn’t she? Now I want to
talk to her more than ever! ” Then he said to Baptista,
“Sir, I am in a big hurry. I cannot come here every day
to see your daughter. My father, who is dead, has left
me all his land. I must find a wife quickly! Now tell
me, if Katherina agrees to marry me, what dowry will
you give me with her?”A dowry was usually money or

jewels that were given to a man along with a wife.
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The Taming of the Shrew

Baptista thought that Petruchio was a little strange.
But he wanted Katherina to be married. So he said, “I
will give you twenty thousand gold coins, and when I
die,you will receive half my property.” Petruchio agreed
to this. Then Baptista went to find Katherina and tell
her that someone had asked to marry her.

While Baptista did this, Petruchio thought about
what he would say to Katherina. “I will speak to her
sweetly. When she shouts at me, I will tell her she is as
sweet as a bird. If she frowns and looks angry, 1T will
say she looks as beautiful as a young rose. If she is
silent, I will praise her intelligence. If she tells me to
leave her, 1 will act as happy as if she told me to stay
for a week!”

Now the beautiful Katherina entered the room.
“Good morning, Kate! For that is your name, I hear.”
(Kate is a short name for Katherina.)

“When people speak to me, they call me Katherina,”
said Katherina coldly.

“No, you’re lying. You are the prettiest Kate in the
country. I have heard stories of your beauty and
gentleness. So I have come to ask you to be my wife.”

Katherina, of course, was very unkind, loud, and

3



[ Tales from Shakespeare

angry. But Petruchio did not become angry himself. No
matter what Katherina said, Petruchio said something
nice to her in return. Their strange conversation continued
for a while. Then Petruchio heard Baptista coming.
“Sweet Katherina, we must stop talking of small things.
Your father agreed that you will be my wife. Whether
you want to or not, I will marry you.”

Then Baptista came in. Petruchio said, “Your
daughter has spoken to me most kindly. She agrees that
we will be married next Sunday.”

Katherina was furious, of course. “I did not say
that! I would rather see him killed on Sunday!” she
shouted. Then she scolded her father for wanting her to
marry such a crazy man.

But Petruchio whispered to Baptista, “Do not pay
attention to her angry words. When we were alone, she
was very sweet. I’ m sure she loves me, and wants to be
married.”

Then Petruchio said to Katherina, “Give me your hand,
Kate. I will go to Venice to buy you beautiful clothes for
our wedding. Baptista, you provide the feast, and invite
the guests. I will return on Sunday, sweet Katherina!”

On the Sunday, many people came to see the wedding.
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The Taming of the Shrew

Everyone waited a long time, but Petruchio did not
come. Katherina was so angry she cried. She hated to
think that Petruchio had tricked her. At last, however,
he arrived. But he didn’t bring clothes and jewels, as he
had promised. Also, he was not dressed in fine clothes.
He brought a servant and some thin, sick-looking horses.
Everyone was shocked, and Katherina was a little
frightened. Petruchio looked and acted like a crazy
man. No one could persuade him to change his clothing.

“Katherina is marrying me, not my clothes,” said
Petruchio. “Let’s hurry up and get married!”

So everyone went into the church. Petruchio acted
crazy and drunk the whole time. When the priest asked
Petruchio if Katherina would marry him, he shouted,
“Yes, she WILL!” The priest was so surprised that he
dropped his book. When he bent down to pick it up,
Petruchio hit him on the head. The priest fell down.

The fearless Katherina was very afraid. Who was
this man? What would happen to her?

After they were married, Petruchio asked for wine.
He threw some of it in a church man’s face. Everyon¢
could only stand and stare at this crazy man.

However, Petruchio was laughing secretly. His
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