AR AR R & 2005 R
S R S BRI )
5=iE10
'
S dNE§ o8 E

SENIOR ENGLISH FOR SCHOOLS

© +Axf it

httpwww.cqup.c




To the Teacher
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Most human beings are as good as they are because some unsung teacher was there when needed.
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B. Further reading
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A. Recommendation
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B. My contribution
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8 ) Self-assessment
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Focus on Listening If /13 %
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Listening is a mental activity carried out in one’s head, and it is very difficult 1o know exactly what mental
processes are involved as one tries to extract meaning from an aural text. So the difficulty for a teacher to monitor
the listening processes of his students or to detect the problems his students might encounter. To listen success-
fully, students should not only understand the language itself but have knowledge of such things as the topic, the
context, the splrakt'rs and so on.

2. AEFEN

SR ACE R ZFE SR e e G #J E R R RS e HIT»[] mEE
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1) Focus on process

Listening is as active as speaking. So it is important to design tasks the performance of which show how well
the students have comprehended the listening material.

2 ) Combine listening and speaking

[t is important to develop speaking and listening skills together | because most of the time in real life these
two skills are needed at the same time.

3 ) Focus on comprehending meaning

It is important to design tasks that do not ask learners to remember details, rather, they remember the
meaning.

4) Grade difficulty level appropriately

When designing listening tasks, it is important to grade the difficulty level of the tasks. There are three
main categories of factors that affect the difficulty level of listening tasks according to Anderson and Lynch.
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11 type of language used; 2 )task or purpose in listening; 3 ) context in which the listening occurs.

4. EBIT AT
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1} Predicting what people are going to talk about.
2) Guessing at unknown words or phrases.
3) Listening for gist.
4) Listening for specific information.
5 ) Listening for detailed information.
6 ) Understanding inferred information, e. g. speakers ' attitude or intentions, the relationships between.
speakers, the physical setting of the text, and so on.
7 ) Understanding different intonation patterns, and uses of stress, ete, which give clues to meaning and
social setting.
8 ) Retaining relevant points ( note-taking | summarising ) .
9 ) Using one’s own knowledge of the subject to help one understand.
10) Recognising discourse markers | e. g. “well”, “oh, another thing is,” and “Now, finally...”.
11 } Recognising cohesive devices, e, g. “such as” | “which” | including link words, pronouns, references,
5. hEshmR RS ERRIT
(1 ) Pre-listening stage
1) The aims of the pre-listening stage
To introduce enough about the topic, type of text or purpose for listening in order to activate the
students” schema and get them ready to predict what they will hear and make sense of it
To give the students a real purpose to listen and speak to each other.
To warm the students up and arouse their curiosity about what will be said.
2 ) The main skill practised in the stage is predicting.
3 ) The activities done in the pre-listening stage
A. Predicting
— Based on the picture, the title, questions and the key words from the text.
— Let students read the listening comprehension questions before they listen and ask them to guess the an-
swers to the questions.
B. Having a discussion
The students study some visual or reading materials related to the listening text and then have a discussion
based on them.
C. Setting the scene
The teacher helps to provide the background information to activate the students’ schema, so they will be
better prepared to understand what they hear.
D. The students make a list of words they suppose are likely to oceur in the listening text.
E. The new words and expressions are demonstrated and explained by the teacher.
F. The students are asked to express their own opinions about the idea to be developed by the listening text.
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(2 ) While-listening stage

1) The aims of the pre-listening stage

This stage mainly focuses on the exploitation of the text. The purpose is

— to extend the students’ ability to match what they expect to hear with what they actually hear and to
utilize their knowledge of the language and the world to decipher the meaning;

— to train the students to approach listening with specific skills based on certain purposes and contexts.

2 ) The skills practised in the stage

The main skills practised in the stage are listening for the gist, listening for specific information, listening
for details and inferring.

3 ) The activities done in the while-listening stage

A. Listening for the gist

— Deciding upon a title.

— Sequencing the main points.

~~ Writing a brief summary.

B. Listening for specific information

— Listen and match/ circle/tick.

— Listen and fill in the table.

— Listen and fill in the blanks.

C. Listening for detailed information

— Listen and choose the best answer.

— Listen and judge whether the statements are true or false.

— Listen and answer questions.

D. Note-taking

— Listen and note down some information required. .

~ Listen and complete the outline of the listening text with the main points.

— Listen and note down its main points in the form of an outline.

E. Listening and sequencing

F. Listening and acting

G. Listening and drawing

H. Listening and guessing

A teacher or a student can provide oral descriptions of a person, place, thing, action, ete. Siudents write
down what they think it is.

I. Spotting and correcting errors

J. Listening and predicting

After the students have listened to part of the listening text, the teacher stops the recorder and asks them to
predict how the text will continue.

K. Listening and labeling

L. Following directions

M. No specific responses

Recent research has shown that by not giving students any task the first time they listen to a passage, it can
take the anxiety out of listening. This can work well with stories or with any kind of material that is nteresting,
humorous, or dramatic, because learners are likely to pay attention and try to understand it in order to enjoy it.

(3 ) Post-listening stage

I ) The aims of the post-listening stage
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The purpose of this stage is to consolidate what has been learned by the students. They can use the new
information and language gained from their listening in a different context and connect them with the language
they already have. In recent years, there has been a trend to engage students in some kinds of speaking or writ-
ing activities alter they have finished listening. And the successful completion of such activities is built upon the
comprehension of listening text.

2 ) The skills practised in the stage

Post-listening work usually contributes to the development of all the language skills and may involve using
other skills than just listening.

3 ) The activities done in the post-listening stage

AL Multiple choice questions

B. Answering questions

Open-ended questions

A test item which allows the person taking the test to answer in his or her own way. The answers to some
questions can be found in the passage, but other types of questions might be asking about the attitude of the
speaker.

— Inference question

Another type of question is an inference question where the answer is not stated explicitly, but can only be
inferred from the text.

C. Note-taking and gap-filling

— Listen and take notes.

— Tidy up the notes.

— Complete the summary based on their notes.

D). Choosing the best summary from a list

E. Writing vour own summary of the content of the histening text

F. Holding a discussion with your group on the same topic

G. Acting out a role-play between people involved in the listening text

H. Writing the end of a story, or giving an alternative ending to a story

I. Writing a letter to vour local authorities complaining about the situation described in the listening text

J. Writing a parallel text about the same situation in your experience

K. Writing similar instructions for using a piece of equipment you are familiar with . or for playing a game
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