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Publisher’s Note

Foreign Languages Press is dedicated to the
editing, translating and publishing of books in foreign
languages. Over the past several decades it has
published, in English, a great number of China’s clas-
sics and records as well as literary works from the Qin
down to modern times, in the aim to fully display the
best part of the Chinese culture and its achievements.
These books in the original are famous and authorita-
tive in their respective fields, and their English transla-
tions are masterworks produced by notable translators
both at home and abroad. Each book is carefully com-
piled and translated with minute precision. Consequently,
the English versions as well as their Chinese oringinals
may both be rated as classics.

It is generally considered that these English trans-
lations are not only significant for introducing China to
the outside world but also useful reading materials for
domestic English learners and translators. For this
reason, we have carefully selected some of these books,
and will publish them successively in Chinese-English
bilingual form.

Foreign Languages Press
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MY VIEWS ON CHASTITY

“The world is going to the dogs! Men are growing more
degenerate every day! The country is faced with ruin !” —
such laments have been heard in China since time immemorial.
But “degeneracy” varies from age to age. It used to mean one
thing, now it means another. Except in memorials to the throne
and the like, in which no one dares make wild statements, this
is the tone of all written and spoken pronouncements. For not
only is such carping good for people; it removes the speaker
from the ranks of the degenerate. That gentlemen sigh when
they meet is only natural. But now even murderers, incendiaries,
libertines, swindlers and other scoundrels shake their heads in
the intervals between their crimes and mutter: “Men are grow-
ing more degenerate every day!”

As far as morality goes, inciters to evil are not the only
degenerates. So are those who simply condone it, delight in it
or deplore it. That is why some men this year have actually
not contented themselves with empty talk, but after express-
ing their horror have looked round for a remedy. The first was
Kang Yu-wei.' Stamping and sawing the air, he declared “‘con-
stitutional monarchy” the panacea. He was refuted by Chen
Tu-hsiu,” who was followed by the spiritualists who some-
how or other hit on the weird idea of inviting the ghost of
Mencius to devise a policy for them. However, Chen Pai-
nien, Chien Hsuan-tung and Liu Pan-hung’ swear they are

talking nonsense.
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Those articles refuting them in New Youth are enough to
make anyone’s blood run cold. This is the twentieth century,
and dawn has already broken on mankind. If New Youth were
to carry an article debating whether the earth were square or
round, readers would almost certainly sit up. Yet their present
arguments are pretty well on a par with contending that the
earth is not square. That such a debate should continue to-
day is enough to make anyone’s blood run cold!

Though constitutional monarchy is no longer discussed,
the spiritualists still seem to be going strong. But they have
failed to satisfy another group, who continued to shake
their heads and mutter: “Men are growing more degenerate
every day!” These, in fact, have thought up a different
remedy, which they call “extolling chastity.”

For many years now, ever since the failure of the reform-
ists and the call for a return to the past, devices like this have
been generally approved: all we are doing now is raising the
old banners. Moreover, in step with this, writers and public
speakers keep singing the praises of chastity. This is their
only way to rise above those who are “growing more degen-
erate every day.”

Chastity used to be a virtue for men as well as women,
hence the references to “chaste gentlemen” in our literature.
However, the chastity which is extolled today is for women
only—men have no part in it. According to contemporary
moralists, a chaste woman is one who does not remarry or run
off with a lover after her husband’s death, while the earlier her
husband dies and the poorer her family the more chaste it is
possible for her to be. In addition, there are two other types
of chaste woman: one kills herself when her husband or fiancé

dies; the other manages to commit suicide when confronted
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