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FES EAE
— . Model Test One

Part I Writing (35 minutes, 35%)
VR, WA RS L,

Part IT Reading Comprehension (Skimming and Scanning) (15 minutes, 10%)
Directions: In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly
and answer the questions on Answer Sheet 1.

For questions 1-7, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given |
the passage.

N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in
the passage.

NG (for NOT GIVRN) if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions 8—10, complete the sentences with the information given in the

passage.

In Britain most schools are financed by the state and, for the children
attending these schools, they are free. However, about 5 percent of the school
population attend private schools, and these are financed from pupils’ fees. Apart
from the so-called public schools there is a complete system of state primary and
secondary education, which is just like the state education in most other countries.
All children must, by law, receive full-time education between the ages of five
and sixteen. Any children may attend, without paying fees, a school provided by
the public authorities, and the great majority attended such schools. They may
continue, still without paying fees, until they are eighteen. Although the public
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schools are not large in number, they have been England’s most important
contribution to educational methods, and they have a big influence on the whole
of English educational practice and on the English social structure. For a hundred
years most men in leading positions in banking, high finance, some industries,
politics and so on have been educated at public schools. Things are beginning to
change but it will take time.

In Britain, there are many local variations in the details of the school system —
Scotland, in particular, has a system of its own which differs to quite an extent—
but the general pattern of schooling in Britain is as follows.

All children must start school at the age of five. Many have previously attended
play schools or nursery schools, but these are not compulsory. Primary education,
whether state or private, seeks to develop all aspects of the child; physical and
emotional, as well as intellectual and cultural. Different schools put different
emphasis on academic success; most schools concentrate on the child’s development
of his or her potential, rather than on training for a particular exam. There is a
tendency not to separate out traditional subjects, such as Geography, Religion,
Music, etc, and instead to take an area of interest, for example a country or a
century, and look at it from all possible points of view over a long period of time,
perhaps as long as a week or two. A lot of work is done in teams, thus fostering
collaboration, and the pupils are encouraged to find things out for themselves.

Roughly at the age of 11 (but often somewhat later, especially in the case of
private education), children move to different schools. These are called secondary
schools, and nowadays most of them are comprehensive, that is to say, children
of all abilities go to the same school. Within some comprehensive schools children
are put into different classes according to their intellectual ability; in others,
children of different abilities are all kept together in the same class.

In the first four or five years at a secondary school, the pupils have a set
timetable or subjects, including arts subjects, such as History, English and a
foreign language, as well as science subjects and sports. At the end of this period
most pupils take one of two public examinations, though these do not normally
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