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Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an open letter? on behalf

of the student union asking people to give help to a student who is seriously ill .

You should write at least 150 words following the outline given below :

1. X ARIEI R4 . HRTRR B MR ERE
2. HETHIWME : TS AHETT R, T EPHE
3. WERY
4. BRHR
BRER
Passage One

The Chinese government has pledged to initiate another round of poverty alleviation
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reforms to help the country’s 22 smallest ethnic groups out of poverty within five years. A
total of 640 remote and underdeveloped ethnic villages will benefit from the campaign, ac-
cording to a plan lately approved by the State Council, or the Chinese cabinet.

“As the main battlefield of the upcoming poverty relief campaign , these villages will
experience efforts from both the central and local governments, ” said the Plan on Supporting
the Development of Less-Population Ethnic Groups (2005 to 2010), which is supposed to
come into effect later this year.

According to figures released by the State Ethnic Affairs Commission, the population of
each of the 22 small ethnic groups is below 100,000 and they total only about 630,000, ac-
counting for less than half one thousandth of the country’s population.

“The campaign will focus on improving basic living conditions and increasing incomes
of farmers and herdsmen from these ethnic groups,” said the commission. “And the villages,
especially those who are still facing food and clothing problems, are supposed to be helped
out of poverty earlier than those from non-ethnic regions. ”

With those in east China’s Fujian province as an exception, all other residents of the
ethnic groups live in frontier areas of the country’s nine remote regions, including Xinjiang,
Tibet, Inner Mongolia and Yunnan. Some Chinese villagers even share the same village
with foreign neighbors of the same minority.

However, despite all the difficulties, the ethnic groups did make much progress in past
decades. Latest statistics released by the commission reveal that the percapita Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) of China’s five ethnic autonomous regions of Inner Mongolia, Ningxia,
Tibet, Xinjiang and Guangxi, where most residents of the country’s key ethnic groups live,
had for the first time topped 1,000 US dollars in 2004.

In comparison, the whole China reached that goal in 2003, with Inner Mongolia the
same year and Xinjiang one year earlier. But the commission acknowledged the economic de-
velopment level of the 22 ethnic groups still lags far behind the country’s average, quoting
unfavorable natural conditions.

There remain “many ethnic villages lack of power, highway, elementary school, clinics
and even potable water” and “some ethnic groups in poverty-stricken state as a whole,” it
said, noting that one fourth of the population of the 22 groups still suffer inadequate food
and clothing supply.

In order to form a balanced development situation nationwide, China commenced its
historical West Development Strategy in 2000 which serves to help western ethnic groups
shake off poverty. China has started 60 major projects since 2000 in its western part, with
an approximate investment amount of 850 billion yuan (102 billion US dollars). In 2004,
the fixed assets investment in the five regions soared 35.5 percent over that of the previous
year.

“The fact that the per-capita GDP in the five regions has surpassed 1,000 US dollars
has fully demonstrated that with guidance and help from the government, the ethnic areas

2



have significantly accelerated their development,” said deputy director of commission.

Different from some western countries, China has stressed more on construction and im-
provement of both the infrastructure and concepts among ethnic locals. Programs including
free education and village-based broadcasting coverage are part of the ongoing bids designed
to get more locals acquainted with the outside world and accessed to more knowledge.

“This form of government support of *capability-fostering’ rather than °aid-giving’
style has made it possible for the ethnic groups to shake off poverty at the very root,” said a
researcher with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. The government’s practical ideas
have started to pay off after decades of promotion.

A CASS researcher is a woman known as the first doctor from the ethnic group, which
had existed as a hunting people of primitive society decades ago. “As a group even without a
writing system, the Orogen people had suffered a lot. They didn’t have decent education
" before the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949. But things are totally differ-
ent today.”

Local governments have helped residents of her village carry out a series of education
programs and sent technicians out there spreading planting, processing and other skills.
Some of our local products are sold quite well in domestic markets.

A professor on ethnicity attributes the latest development of some ethnic groups mainly
to government policies that are growing more concrete and scientific and the country’s long-
standing concept of “all ethnic groups belong to one family”, which has penetrated through
every corner of Chinese society.

According to the Chinese tradition, members of a family should help each other and
share comforts and hardships. The concept has not only helped the nation to maintain har-
monious relations among different ethnic groups but will also ensure the country’s ambitious
poverty elimination campaign successful in the end.

According to the commission, the Chinese government is considering introducing more
helpful and practical measures to help solve economic, social, culture, education and other
problems the 22 ethnic groups are facing. We are very confident that the country will render
them a rich and happy life finally.

Passage Two

Six hundred yuan (US $ 72.3) is not a big sum, but it means the world to a poor 39-
year-old villager from a township in Southwest China’s Chongqing. On February 10 last
year, her family were thrown into poverty by unexpected hospital costs from the difficult
delivery of her first child. Fortunately, the China Foundation for Poverty Alleviation (CF-
PA) gave her a helping hand by providing a 600 yuan subsidy.

In 2004, the Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) provided various subsidies for
2,891 pregnant women and saved 17 poor mothers whose lives were in danger at child delivery
through the Maternal and Infant Health Project launched by CFPA.



The CFPA collected 112 million yuan (US $ 13.5 million) in charity funding and ma-
terial in 2004 to directly benefit 458,500 people living in poverty, vice-president of the NGO
said yesterday at the first conference of CFPA’s Fifth Council.

Besides the mother and infant project, the foundation also launched a micro-finance
project to provide financial support and technical training to poor households, a “New Great
Wall Project” to help poor university students, a disaster relief project and “Project Angel”
to improve building services for hospitals in poor regions.

More than 1.8 million people have benefited from the CFPA’s instant aid projects since
its founding in 1997, said CFPA’s former President. Meanwhile, poverty alleviation re-
mains an arduous and long-term task for China not only because there are still 26. 1 million
people living in poverty but also because those who have shaken off poverty are prone to be-
coming poor again.

In 2004, the rural population living in abject poverty with an annual income of less
than 668 yuan (US $ 80.5) decreased by 2.9 million, while those with an income of less
than 924 yuan (US $ 111) decreased by 6.4 million, said director of the Leading Group Of-
fice of Poverty Alleviation and Development under the State Council. But this is only half
the story.

For the nearly 100 million people who live just above the benchmark of poverty, acci-
dental changes, such as disease, would put them back into poverty again. It is a strategic
mission for the nation to reverse the ideas of the rural poor.

People from all walks of life should be mobilized to combat poverty. And the NGOs
could also play a crucial role that will speed up the government’s effort in this regard.

Speaking at a national anti-poverty conference last week, the director said China has fo-
cused on poverty alleviation of one village after another, the training of migrant workers and
the acceleration of the industrialization process.

He also disclosed that the central government will allocate 13 billion yuan (US $1.6
billion) in financial funds this year with governments at all levels to earmark corresponding
funds to help fight against poverty.

Passage Three

Despite the country’s booming economic development in the past two decades, 90 mil-
lion Chinese residents still live under the internationally recognized poverty line, Minister of
Commerce said Friday.

By that standard, an average daily income of one US dollar per person, the 90 million
Chinese residents, including 75.8 million rural residents, earn an average percapita annual
income of less than 924 yuan (112 US dollars) in terms of purchasing price parity.

Addressing a meeting of the Association For Underdeveloped Regions in China, the
minister said 22 million urban residents live on minimum living allowance from the govern-

ments. Citing figures from the National Bureau of Statistics, the ministers said 26 million
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Chinese rural live in abject poverty. Nearly 50 million are low-income earners who may fall
back into deep poverty in the case of a natural calamity or personal misfortune, such as fatal
illness.

China, which has a total population of 1.3 billion, has set its poverty line at an annual
average income of 668 yuan (81 US dollars). Some overseas commentators have said China is
no longer a developing country, which is simply not true.

China’s per capita gross domestic product just exceeded 1,200 US dollars last year,
while that of developed countries surpassed 20,000 US dollars. His ministry will help the
country’s poor areas develop economically by improving their access to domestic and overseas
markets and facilitating financial and technical assistance from overseas through muitination-
al or bilateral cooperation.

The ministry is going to project a true picture of China’s situation in poverty reduction
to the international community. China’s fast economic development, which stands at 9.4
per cent during 1978 and 2004, has helped reduce the country’s poor population dramatical-
ly.

According to Chinese statistics, the population in abject poverty was reduced from 250
million to 26 million during 1978 and 2004. The ratio of the very poor to the total rural pop-
ulation has been reduced from 30.7 percent to 3.1 percent.

But head of the State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and Develop-
ment said helping the remaining poor out of poverty in the coming two decades will be a
tough job for China. Most of the poor rural people live in remote or hilly areas with harsh
living conditions.

A professor with Beijing University said the Chinese Government should increase its
spending on peverty reduction, make education resources available to young people from the
poor areas and create more jobs for the impoverished people. In addition, China should raise
its allowance for the very poor to at least 1,000 yuan (121 US dollars), which may cost the
Central Government an additional 30 billion yuan (3.65 billion US dollars) .

China’s budget revenues increased by 25 percent to 2.6 trillion yuan last year (317 bil-
lion US dollars) meaning that the government will be able to give further support to the
poor. Helping the poor through increased budget spending is in line with the leadership’s
policies for a fair, just and harmeonious society.

Passage Four
Nearly 90 percent of China’s provinces and autonomous regions have exempted agricul-
ture taxes. But the 900 million Chinese farmers are yet to feel happy about the tax exemption
as problems, including those about money-thirsty compulsory education and financially weak
governments at county and town level, are cropping wp in rural areas across the nation.
China’s taxation reform has entered a new stage, in which major efforts are devoted to
promote renovations of township institutions, rural compulsory education system and of the
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fiscal regime of county-and-town-level governments, said the Premier at a recent national
working conference on rural taxation reform.

Only when the aforesaid problems in the post-agriculture-tax era are solved and there is
no arbitrary fundraising upon farmers, will China’s rural taxation reform be regarded as ef-
fective and successful, experts on agricultural problems believed.

Prior to the taxation reform meeting, the Premier said in his government work report at
the annual session of China’s top legislature in early March that the Central Government will
earmark 39.6 billion yuan (4.8 billion US dollars) to support local governments in their ru-
ral taxation reform, and allocate 10 billion yuan (1.2 billion US dollars) from the state’s
risk fund for grain production to subsidize farmers.

China began levying agriculture tax in 1958 and has since remained one of a few nations
that impose such tax in the world. Such tax used to stand ai some 50 billion yuan (6.02 bil-
lion US dollars), or 3 percent of China’s total annual tax revenues, before the rural taxation
reform started.

This year, as most of the provinces and autonomous regions abandoned agriculture tax,

the tax revenue will reduce to 1.5 billion yuan (180.7 million US dollars) or so, down 93
percent from the year-earlier level.

In the wake of tax reduction and exemption in rural areas, governments at the county,
town and township level, however, have been weakened financially. Usually undertaking
public services in the areas, now they have more meagre treasuries to support rural compul-
sory education and build infrastructure projects and other facilities for public good.

Take northeast China’s Heilongjiang and eastern Anhui provinces, which are two repre-
sentative agricultural production bases in China, as examples: Liabilities at every village
stand at 1 million yuan (120,482 US dollars) on average in Heilongjiang, and those at each
township, 4 million yuan (481,928 dollars) on average. The figures are more than 200,000
yuan (24,096 dollars) and 8 million yuan (963,855 dollars) in the province.

According to the Chinese Academny of Social Sciences, debts at township and village lev-
el stand at scores of billions yuan nationwide.

“We often receive court summons as we have several million yuan in debt,” said a local
party leader. “Before the taxation reform, the township government could garner two mil-
lion yuan (240,694 dollars) every year. Now we have only less than one million yuan (120,
482 dollars) allocated by the Central Government. We are incapable of repaying our debts,
needless to say building roads and water conservancy facilities for the farmers.”

At a Township Middle School in Anhui Province, eight out of its shabby school houses

have been discarded, with spider webs hanging on their eaves. The principal said, “The an-
nual work fund of 10,000 yuan (1,205 dollars) simply cannot cover our expense. And we
wouldn’t ask students’ parents to pay more.”

According to government think tanks, more than 50 percent of rural primary and mid-
dle schools report fund default currently. “After the rural taxation reform, rural compulsory
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education system faced the worst difficulty,” said head of the rural department under the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

To solve the problems, renovation of fiscal regimes in rural areas are being carried out.
The money used by townships is now managed by related county governments in some
provinces. In some areas that conditions are ready, the Central Government allows a provin-
cial government directly to administer related counties in financial arrangements. Thus the
money the Central Government allocates to support local governments will be used more ef-
ficiently.

Some government officials revealed that the Central government will tie up with provin-
cial governments to undertake rural liabilities left over from past. The Central and provincial
governments should pay more money to ensure rural compulsory education.

Currently, tax revenue grows 500-600 billion yuan (60.2-72.3 billion US dollars) an-
nually in China. The Chinese Government is financially powerful enough to implement free,

compulsory education in rural areas, according to economists from the Asian Development
Bank China office.

Passage Five

China has begun taking steps to deal with its increasing number of homeless children,
an official announced at a national conference on protecting street children here Sunday.

The Ministry of Civil Affairs estimates that there are at least 150,000 homeless children
wandering the country’s cities, most from underdeveloped rural areas, said deputy director
of the ministry social welfare office at the conference.

Most of these children are suffering from inadequate daily necessities and have no
chance to receive normal education, which leaves a life-long negative impact on their physi-
cal and psychological health. Some of them even become criminals.

Poverty and a breakdown in the family structure are the two major contributing causes

of the country’s rise in homeless children, said a representative of the China Office of the U-
nited Nations Children’s Fund.

Economic and social reform has indeed benefited many in China, but the human cost of
such a rapid transformation has been increased pressure on individuals and families — a
growing migrant population, a higher divorce rate and a growing gap between poor and rich
and between rural and urban residents and those in different regions — all of these are push-
ing our children from their families to the streets.

The representative’s words are borne out by the story of an 11-year-old.

Before being placed in a government-run protection Centre for street children in
Guangzhou in the summer of 2004, the boy wandered for more than two years from city to
city in the south. He ran away from his abusive parents in 2002, the year the farming fami-
ly moved to Xiamen, a coastal city in southeastern Fujian Province, from a poor village in

southwestern Chongging Municipality.



“They often beat me and I don’t know why. Now I'm afraid of going back home and 1
don’t think they have ever tried to find me,” said the boy in a matter-of-fact way. “The
teachers in the Centre are really nice to me and I do not want to leave them.”

Before coming to the Centre, the boy slept outdoors with his friends and made a living
by selling soda cans or polishing shoes. His experience is a typical and heart-breaking exam-
ple.

The tsunami that hit south and southeast Asia in last December left thousands of chil-
dren homeless. Fortunately, they have received timely aid f{rom the international society.
But we should never forget that a ‘soundless tsunami’ — violence, abuse, drugs and sexual
exploitation — is killing many street children too, including those from China. They have
the need and also the right to get our immediate attention.

Sending street children back home is the first choice of Chinese aid institutions. Those
who can’t find their homes or who are reluctant to go back home, are sent to child welfare
houses, foster families or special protection Centres where they receive special education
and vocational training to help integrate them into society.

China opened its first pilot protection Centre for street children in 1995. By 2003, the
Chinese government had spent more than 120 million yuan (14.46 million US dollars) to es-
tablish more than 130 special protection Centres providing short-term protection and educa-
tion for street kids in China’s cities. They have helped more than 10,000 children, said vice
minister of the Civil Affairs. The children are tutored at the Centres, and those who do well
on tests are sent to normal schools.

China has begun drafting its first special law on the protection of homeless children. A
set of regulations on offering shelters and assistance to vagrants in cities took effect in the
August of 2003. The regulations have specific stipulations on the responsibilities and mea-
sures government organs should take in helping street kids.

“We are glad to see that the Chinese government is working to help homeless children,
issuing the special regulations on vagrants in 2003, which is really a milestone event in street
children protection work in China,” said deputy director-general of the “Save the Children
UK China Program.”

China plans to build more protection institutions for street children while strengthening
cooperation with some international organizations, such as UNICEF and Save the Children
UK. We still have many things to do, but we can’t just wait for help. Action should start
today.

Passage Six

Female migrant workers in Harbin frequently face violations of their working rights,
according to a survey by the Women’s Federation of Harbin. There are more than 650,000
migrant workers flowing into the city in Heilongjiang Province annually, and women make
up 35 per cent of their number.
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“The legal rights of women migrant workers are often and easily violated at present,”
director of the Harbin Legal Affairs Office told China Daily. Their ignorance of basic legal
knowledge and comparably low education level put them in a vulnerable position.

A woman came to work as a hairdresser in a beauty salon in Harbin from her home-
town shortly after Spring Festival. One of her customers developed an allergic reaction to a
treatment she had administered, and demanded compensation from the salon. She was
blamed by her boss and fired with a deduction of a month’s salary.

Elsewhere in Harbin, a 22-year-old waitress in a hotel resigned because of frequent ha-
rassment from her boss. These two are just typical cases of the situation of the women mi-
grant workers. Among the 900 female migrant workers surveyed, nearly 80 per cent were e-
ducated to junior middle school level or below. Many of them do not have any legal labor
documents with their employers and just work under an oral agreement. Nearly 60 per cent
surveyed said they did not have any kind of labor documents.

“Some employers took advantage of their anxiety to get a job and employ them under
oral agreements, but the employers could optionally change the agreement or deny its exis-
tence,” said a pollster from the Women’s Federation.

Payment default, illegal overtime working and a general lack of social insurance are
the main problems reflected in the survey. Just before Spring Festival, the federation re-
ceived complaints from three female migrant workers whose boss had refused to pay them for
three months of work in a hotel.

As no written labor document was signed, the federation contacted the Harbin Munici-
pal Labor Bureau at once. After several investigations, the boss finally agreed to pay them
under pressure from the Labor Bureau.

The three women were lucky to have their salaries, but not all of the women migrant
workers are that fortunate. The Women’s Federation recently teamed up with twe local legal
affairs offices to open two service centres to provide free legal consultation for female mi-
grant workers. Three hotlines have been set up.

“We hope more and more women migrant workers will take up the weapon of law to
protect their legal rights through our promotion,” said vice-president of the Women’s Feder-
ation. “We are also craving a complete and effective labour surveillance system to build up

a better environment for the migrant labourers. ”

Passage Seven

Serious default on wage payment should be listed as an offence in an effort to bar cor-
porate executives from doing such things, proposed a Chinese lawmaker on Tuesday.

“The chronic problem of wage defaulting encroaches upon the property rights of rural
laborers and is prone to triggering unrest, desperate actions and social unrest,” said a
deputy to the National People’s Congress (NPC), during the ongoing annual NPC session.

It’s unfair that an employee is deemed as a criminal if he illegally takes 20,000 yuan
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(about 2,410 US dollars) of corporate property as his own under existing laws and regula-
tions, but companies are free and unchecked from legal accountabilities even when they de-
fault on the payment of millions or even tens of millions of yuan of wages.

That’s a loophole in the legal system that has to be filled to intensify the protection of
the disadvantaged people.

Million upon million of migrant laborers have had a hard time in getting back their de-
faulted wages, with the sum estimated at nearly 100 billion yuan (some 12 billion dollars)
annually in recent years. So the rural laborers working in cities are hit hardest.

The State Council, the central government, last year launched amass drive to get back
defaulted wages for rural migrant laborers in the field of construction, which reclaimed a
combined sum of 33.1 billion yuan (some 4 billion US dollars) .

Passage Eight

What is a typical Chinese farmer like? Someone bending down low in the fields,
sweating in the scorching sun, with a white towel bound around his forehead if he lives in -
the central plains of the country?

A farmer in an east China’s village would shake his head at such a picture, speeding
through the fields in his Mercedes-Benz. Three airlines have set up offices in the village with
a population of 4,000 here in Jiangsu Province, as the “farmers” jet around the country sell-
ing optical fibres produced by their jointly-owned enterprise.

“Rice fields in the village are all rented to migrants from the northern part of Jiangsu.
A capable local man can have a house built within two years by selling optical fibres, so why
should we labour in the fields?” said a villager who is following the latest local fashion of re-
building the roof of his three-storey house into something of a Goethe style.

A family of migrant farmers usually rents the rice fields of 10 or more local families, to
whom they provide all the grain they need in lien of rent. The local “farmers” only care for
their small patches of vegetable fields.

The millionaire villagers may be extreme cases among the 768 million farmers in various
parts of China, but their tales show how living standards vary, according to a researcher at
the Rural Economy Research Institute of the Ministry of Agriculture.

The rich-poor gap between farmers in the east and west has been expanding in the past
few years, and the trend is probably to continue in the next decade at least. The richest
farmers live in rural areas of Shanghai and Beijing, and in the eastern Zhejiang and Jiangsu
provinces, while the poorest are found in southwest Guizhou Province and the northwest
provinces of Gansu and Shaanxi.

A farmer, who plants vegetables, grapes and watermelons in the Daxing District of
Beijing, said his family earned more than 20,000 yuan (US $2,400) last year by selling his
produce in urban areas and even to Japan. An urbanite by residency registration, he married
a rural woman during the “cultural revolution” (1966 — 1976) and has stayed there ever
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since. The life of a successful farmer like himself is better than that of a mediocre factory
worker in the city.

But the farmer has his worries. A property developer has recently bought, with govern-
ment approval, land at a nearby village. It will compensate local farmers with a lump-sum,

and he is afraid that he may lose his land one day. But a farmer of Meixian County, Baoji of
northwest China’s Shaanxi Province has little to worry about.

The farmer is one of the richest in his village — in 2003 he swung his hoe onto the
ground and a cave appeared with three-millennia-old bronzes in it. He and his four compan-
ions informed the authorities and were each awarded 10,000 yuan (US$1,200).

He pledged that he would treat his family to a meat feast when he got the money. The
villagers usually only have meat twice a year. A meal with meat costs two days’ living ex-
penses for my child, and the child needs new clothes and will go to school in a few years —
how can we swallow the meat bearing all this in mind?

His family earned about 1,500 yuan (US $ 181) by planting wheat and beans in 2003,
which constituted a quarter of the family’s income that year, while meat fetched 12 yuan
(US$1.50) per kilogram. The rest of the family’s income came from the farmer’s part-time
job as a welder.

A 62-year-old concluded that a rural family couldn’t depend solely on farming to have a
decent life. A farmer from central China’s Hunan Province rents his land to one of the few
young men in the village and lives mainly on money from his son working in Beijing. The
young people have all left for cities and only the old and children stay back. I wish to see in

my life that one day the whole family will live together and lead a well-to-do life on our old
land.

Passage Nine

A recent Chinese blockbuster “A World without Thieves” is based on the experiences
of a young migrant worker carrying 60,000 yuan (US $7,228) on a train packed with
thieves. But while the image of a warm-hearted but somewhat naive migrant worker may
have made film fans chuckle, it’s a sure bet that most of China’s migrant workers are yet to
step into a cinema to admire their big-screen equivalent.

“Forty yuan (US$4.90) a ticket? I can’t afford it,” said a migrant worker at a con-
struction site in east Beijing. He found it hard to recall when he last watched a film, or
what it was about. “It must be 10 years ago.”

Though they are the builders of the nation’s theatres and cinemas, a limited cultural
life is common among China’s 120 million migrant workers. He arrived from east China’s
Zhejiang Province in 1991. Life was better then; money seemed to come more easily. Now,
as more and more workers are rushing to the capita 1, it’s too hard to earn money, and none
of us dare think about watching films.

For many, the dream is earning enough to pay for their children’s education so they can
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