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Is education important for young people nowadays? It’s true that some

people left school early and later succeeded without a diploma. Speaking from
his own experience, Bill Gates, the most famous dropout in the world, believes
education means a lot to him.

10

20

Education Does Count

Hundreds of students send me e- |
mail each year for advice about
education. They want to know what
to study, or whether it’s OK to drop
out of college since that’s what I did.
A smaller number of parents send
messages asking for suggestions for
their sons or daughters. “How can we :
guide our child toward success?” they \
ask. My advice is simple. “Get the best education you can.
Take advantage of high school and college. Learn how to
learn.”

It’s true that I dropped out of college to start Microsoft,

but T was at Harvard for three years before dropping out.

As I've said before, nobody should drop out of college
unless they believe they face the chance of a lifetime. And
even then they should consider carefully.. ,

In my company’s early years, we had a bright part-
time programmer who planned to drop out of high school
to work. We told him no. Quite a few of our people didn’t
finish college, but we discourage dropping out. Having a
diploma certainly helps somebody who is looking to us

NOTES:

Bill Gates: H/R - 2% .
R E M 7R A
EHSEF, R
LUXCRE 22PN
Microsoft: EEME,
Ao BAREA Lt R
A R A B o R (4
AL

Harvard: mif kg, A
ETOREEEN, Qg
T 16364, REEF*
BAS AR B 0T
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for a job.

High school and college offer you the best chance to learn many things and
to do projects with others that teach you about team spirit. In high school there
was a time when I was highly focused on writing software, but for most of my high
school years I had many interests. In college, I read about all kinds of things and
attended different kinds of classes. For me, classroom is not the only place where
you can learn. You can also learn in a library. But somebody handing you a book
doesn’t automatically start your learning. You should learn with other people, ask

questions, try out ideas and have a way to test your ability.
In short, it’s a real mistake not to take the chance to study a wide range of

subjects and to learn to work with other people because education does count.

New Words »*

o cducation fedju(ykerfan/ n. #KH
e count /kaunt/ vi. HEEEXL, HH1E
o c-mail /'imell/ n. &-FdR4f

e advice fod'vais/ n. &4, #HiL
advise vt. &%, #L She advised me to

wear my best suit.

o suggestion /so'dsestfan/ n. &I, 3ix
suggest vt &I I’d like to suggest something

else.

e success /sok'ses/ n. Ry, BEA
succeed vi. R, K2} F A He succeeded

in the examination.

e advantage /ad'vamtidz/ n. B A&, 4L
HhE, R

o lifetime /'larftaim/ n. —%, #4
e company /'’kampany/ n. >8]

® purt-time /'pattamy/ adj. & adv. ¥4 (3)

(327 words)

e programmer /'prougrema(r)/ n. F I, %
2R

o discourage /dis'’kandz/ vi. RGh; 1REA,,
L ZEN

courage n. HI, IR David showed great

courage when he saved the child from the

burning house.
e diploma /di'plouma/ n. X %%, HikiE$
® project /'prodzekt/ n. R E, &M
® Spirit /'spnt/ n. HA¥
o highly /'harly adv. & sk; k%
e focus /'foukas/ v. (B £ d; (B) B4
o software /'softwea(ry n. ¥4
e range /remds/ n. &M
e attend /a'tend/ v. FAn; &

o automatically /oto'maetikly adv. § sk

automatic adj. 8 3h49) We have an automatic
washing machine.

4 - aaddl



UNIT 1 4

e ability /a'bility/ n. f&H, KAR e subject /'sabdzikt/ n. #8, RA2; M
able adj. A Hth, B AT She is getting
old but is still able to do the job.

Useful Exg[?is,!?ﬂs/\’)

hundreds of L&, %% % quite a few A% %49
drop out of &%, RAkL, &k team spirit B A4

a number of FF be focused on K P HF
ask for #FE), FK try out X, #i

take advantage of i‘])ﬂ in short @MmEzx, 62
chance of a lifetime F#&EHEGRN, —4

P H— e

boarder {4 scholarship %% 4

class PE; R school record # 3) gk
course iRAE school year # 4%

credit #4 semester / term % 59

day student &i&4 students union F4 &
exam #iK test IS

major &3k vocational school Rk 34k

mark / grade 24

_ Comprehension

A. Choose the best answer for each of the following statements or questions ac-
cording to the text.

1. Everyyearmany ___ ask Bill Gates for advice about education.
A. students B. students or their parents

C. parents D. teachers
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. Gates is asked many questions, except

A. what to study

B. whether it’s OK to drop out of school

C. where to get information

D. how to guide children toward success

. Gates advises young people to

A. get the best education they can B. learn how to learn
C. take advantage of high school and college education D. all the above

. When Gates was in high school, he '

A. was always highly focused on writing software

B. attended different kinds of classes

C. had many interests

D. read about all kinds of things :

. What did Gates value most in high school and college?

A. Visiting the library. B. Writing software.
C. Developing broad interests and team spirit. D. Asking questions.

. Complete the following sentences orally with your partner.
. How long did Bill Gates study at Harvard before dropping out?

He studied at Harvard

. What can high school and college offer, according to Bill Gates?

They can offer the best chance to
. What did Bill Gates like to do in college?

He liked to read and attended

. Where can students learn things?

They can learn things both in and in
. How should we learn things according to Gates?

We should learn with .

, and have a way to test our ability.

. Create a dialogue with your partner according to the requirements.

Suppose Bill Gates has come to China and here is an imagined conversation between him
and a student reporter from a vocational school. Fill in the blanks with your partner and
then read the dialogue aloud in class. You may depend on the text if necessary. (“B”
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W 9w w

stands for Bill Gates and “S” for the student.)

It’s a great pleasure to meet you, Mr. Gates. I am a reporter from

School and I'd like to ask you a few questions if I may.
The pleasure is mine. Go ahead.

Do you think it’s all right forusto 04

. As I’ve said, nobody unless

In fact, having a diploma

Then what do you think high school and college can do for us?

They _ P . CRCH - Lyl

Can you tell us something about your own learning experience in college?

Yes, =—— . In college, I used to read about all kinds of things and

Oh, I see. Finally, what advice do you want to give to us young people?

Thank you so much for your advice and encouragement. We wish you a pleasant time in

China.

Active Words 42

have

v. (1) & They have a beautiful home.
(2) &, #4T Let’s have a game of chess.
(3) "z, "§ Please have a cup of tea.
(4) i, ik I'won't have you say such things.

» have a good time F184REF  Did you have a good time at the party last night?
» have ..on %¥  He had a beautiful new suit on.

» have to W, A8 . We have to get off the bus here.



