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Chinese characters are made up of components.
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Knowing one component, you can learn many characters.
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Suggestions on How to Use

Learning Chinese Characters from Ms. Zhang is a set of textbooks for
an elective course of Chinese characters for foreign students in China without
any Chinese learning experience, especially those beginners coming from the
non-Chinese character-culture, In consideration of the real situation, in
which those foreign students learn Chinese characters in China, this set of
textbooks includes Reading and Writing Chinese Characters and From
Characters to Words , separating in a proper way the teaching of writing Chi-
nese characters from that of reading Chinese characters.

1. With the help of pictures, Reading and Writing Chinese Characters
encourages learners to associate pictographic elements with meanings.
Grouping pictophonetic characters by their pictographic elements, the book
lays special emphasis on writing characters and analyzing the origin and
structure of the characters, aiming at helping learners establish a cognitive
construct for Chinese characters.

2. Highlighting the formation of a character by combining different com-
ponent parts, From Characters to Words establishes association and analogy
among Chinese characters. The book groups pictophonetic characters by their
phonetic elements and provides various tips for memorizing characters, ai-
ming at helping learners master a system, by which they can change the reg-
ular pattern of Chinese characters’ formation into a law of learning Chinese
characters.

3. To help learners master Chinese characters effectively, the set of

textbooks pays attention to the relationship between the meaning of the char-



acter and that of the word by offering some words formed by using the char-
acter being learned and providing some example sentences for each of the
words to be mastered. It is hoped that learners will gain a better understand-
ing of the characters and the words in context.

4. While carrying out Chinese characters teaching, the set of textbooks
also introduces various learning strategies, such as memorizing characters by
recycling them repeatedly, associating new characters with the familiar ones
by finding the similarity between them, and learning new characters with the
help of the old ones etc. These strategies will assist learners to master more
Chinese characters.

In accordance with HSK Guidelines for Chinese Words and Characters
issued by the National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language,
Learning Characters from Ms. Zhang includes 1, 885 Chinese characters al-
together, among which are all the Chinese characters of Class A and Class B,
over 260 of Class C and Class D characters and 20 not included in the guide-
lines (such as “B”, “#” and “B&”). In Reading and Writing Chinese Char-
acters 780 Chinese characters are taught, among which about 630 are of Class
A characters, over 120 of Class B characters and a few of Class C and Class D
characters as radicals. ,

Reading and Writing Chinese Characters has 25 lessons and From
Characters to Words, 30. Each of the lessons takes 2 hours to teach.

Reading and Writing Chinese Characters is equipped with a workbook
and From Characters to Words with CDs.

Zhang Huifen
Beyjing Language and Culture University
June 2005






Corner for Chinese Characters
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gushi

ki

keleddivs s
tongkd
giguai

ancient

~ ancient

~ incident

~ story

- girl;aunt

- father’s sister; aunt
estimate

 estimate

bitter; suffering

- hardworking
~ pain

queer
queer

- curious
~ post
~ post a letter
age
 age
. master
"~ main
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zhtyi
zhtrén
yun

yundong
yunai

tdo
tGolun
lun

lUnwén

il
jihua
jisuan
xU
xUudud
yéxu
buxu
yan
yanhui
gong
gugong
ke
kerén
keqi
keting
shi
zhénshi
shixian
gishi
shishi
yi

ayi
niéng

idea
master
carry;luck;fate

physical exercise;sport

luck

~ ask for

discuss
speak/write on

~ paper

calculate

plan

compute

allow ; promise; perhaps
many

perhaps

not allow
feast

banquet
palace

the Palace Museum
guest

guest

polite;; modest
sitting room
solid; true;fact
true

come ture

in fact

fact

aunt

aunt

mother
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SR giniang girl h
21. &, i 9 B bottom
J&F dixia at the bottom
5 &, ddodf finally, after all
22. 4% di low
1% 7~ disheng in a low voice
23. % fu rich
aH fuyou rich
24. 3% fa good fortune
*45 Xipgha-... - happiness
25. ¥ Xin hard
¥ xinkl hard
26. % Xing ~lucky; fortunate
¥iz xingyun lucky, fortunate
27. 1 ti lift
1’5 tigdo raise
AT tigidn in advance
28. # jing tranquility
4 anjing quiet
29. 12 yi hundred million
4L, yi yi a hundred million
30. & yi V art
b - -4 gongyipin handicrafts
31. 1 yi recall
=iz huiyi - recall
el A jiyili the faculty of memory
32. % ting rather
¥ 45 ting hdo rather good
33. B ting : hall
| RE jiating family )
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[ 34. 14 pa ~ fear
TG képa ~ terrible
35. 3 pai - pat
R paiﬁ zhdo - take a photo
36. 4% man : |
£% 3 mdntou - steamed bun;steamed bread
37. KX shu technique
R yisht art
38. #F feng abundant
L F5 fengfu & rich ol

iR

Tips for Memorizing Work
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Memorize the following characters with the given phonetic elements.

# gu
SONN:
() #%
(=) &
(=) fh
CORE3

& Qi
() B
*)

ancient & guldo ancient
incident = gushi story
aunt ik gugu aunt
estimate fhit 9uji estimate
bitter; suffering Z|  kekd hardworking
fEE:  tongkU  pain
queer Z¥%  qigudi  queer
#F2F haoqi curious
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Mark “B§”with phonetlc symbols, form phrases Wlth it and mark the
phrases with phonetlc symbols Do the same w1th the followmg under—
lined parts. - : ~ o C ;

# i
() & post F(E jixin post a letter
C ) 1
g2 i
R
(') 428 age 4E48 nidnji age
() &
- o zhu
(YY) F master FE  zhlydo main
FE&E zhlyi idea
F£ A zhurén master
() fE
()
z ydn
() 1B carry;luck;fate &3] yundong physical exer-cise,

sport
iBZX, yunqi luck
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Memorize the following characters with the given pictographic elements.

i if tdo ask for iFig  tdolun - discuss
5 lun speak/write on 3¢ luUnwén  paper
it i calculate R jihua plan
& jisuan compute
¥ xu allow;promise; % xUdud many
perhaps HiF  yéxu perhaps
AiF  buxt not allow
~—% yan  feast < yanhui banquet
‘& gbng palace #®E gugong the Palace Museum
& ke guest #Z AN kérén guest
ZJT keting sitting room
®5 keqi polite; modest
5L shi solidstrue;fact  ESZ zhénshi  true
sz shixidn  come true
Hsr  gishi in fact
Hs5r  shishi fact
O —E i aunt g ayi aunt

I ning mother iR glniong  girl

:e KR TFARIES )

Compare the following characters with similar pictographic elements.

E—K

J& di  bottom JEF dixia at the bottom
FE  daodi finally;after all
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& di low &7 dishéng in a low voice
BE—&

H fd rich HA fuydu rich

#/ fG good fortune FEHF xingfl happiness
¥—3

S Xin hardship ¥ xinkd hard

3 xing luck iz xingyun luck, fortunate
’R—

B ti raise e tigdo raise

a7 tigidn in advance

B
F—a

H

# jing quiet Z# anjing quiet
z—2—IZ

f¢. 'yl hundred million—{Z, yi yi a hundred million

¥yl art T# & gongyipin handicrafts

1z, 'yl recall B LA huiyi recall

gz jiyin the faculty of memory

#7—E

& ting rather ¥4 ting hdo rather good

B ting hall FKE jidoting family
'm .

M pa fear g képd terrible

¥ pai pat AM pai zhdao take a photo

818

18
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8 mdn 83 mdntou steamed bun;steamed bread
R—R

A

A shu technique F R vyishu art
F—3F

x .

# feng abundant FFE féngfu rich
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Corner for Flexible Usage

Form words and phrases.

ancient:

WA ancient figures HEE odd FHH(idn) classical
B3  ancient Chinese prose B LARE since ancient times
incident;on purpose:

& intentional ZE# accident #(% home place

#E former residence

aunt;

I5i%  paternal aunt A uncle
estimate.

{&Ah  underestimate fHBE estimate
bitter;suffering:

EHE(An) misery WP suffer T work hard




o}

E%  forced smile

queer:

IF& .0 curiosity FAH AP all kinds of strange things

post

HEEF post F4& send money FFHL leave with

age:

H42 century #£24; in commemoration of

#24'H commemoration day #£2&45h souvenir

master; host; God; main:

F3h on one’s own initiative F I subjective FF advocate
FB& staple food ZrF A hostess FiE subject RBFE democracy
KE# catholic church

carry;luck:

iBEN4: sports meet 3&3NHF  sportsman of sportswoman
iZM  utilize BT move JEI¥ transport

ask for;

Bt discuss

speak on:

A no matter what,how,etc. 5 argument

calculate;

i EHL computer £t accountant JEEFit thermometre
3 fuss about

allow; promise; perhaps:

AiF no permission FH] permit & promise sb. a reward
(i maybe HEIF allow;permit

feast:

BE dinner party 4% luncheon Z%LiF entertain(to dinner)
palace;

B2 (hudng)'E imperial palace /MEE  children’s palace
AT caltural palace EHE the White House

guest; .

B entertain guests Ji& clstomer JEZE  traveller

W& tourist ZM objective JEZE boarder

1% Dbe hospitable Z P client

O NPHRMAE(L)




