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1 was born in Tuckahoe, Talbot Country, Maryland. I have no accurate knowledge of my age,
never having seen any authentic record containing it. By far the larger part of the slaves know as
little of their age as horses know of theirs, and it is the wish of most masters within my knowledge
to keep their slaves thus ignorant. I do not remember having ever met a slave who could tell of his
birthday. They seldom come nearer to it than planting-time, harvesting, springtime, or fall-time. A
lack of information concerning my own was a source of unhappiness to me even during childhood.
The white children could tell their ages, I could not tell why I ought to be deprived of the same
privilege. I was not allowed to make any inquiries of my master concerning it. He considered all
such inquiries on the part of a slave improper and impertinent. The nearest estimate I can give
makes me now between twenty-seven and twenty-eight years of age. I come to this, from hearing
my master say, some time during 1835, I was about seventeen years old.

My mother was named Harriet Bailey. She was the daughter of Issac and Betsey Bailey, both
coloured, and quite dark. My mother was of a darker complexion than either my grandmother or
grandfather.

My father was a white man. He was admitted to be such by all I ever heard speak of my
parentage. The opinion was also whispered that my master was my father; but of the correctness of
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this opinion, I know nothing; the means of knowing was withheld from me. My mother and I were
separated when I was but an infant—before I knew her as my mother. It is a common custom, in the
part of Maryland from which I run away, to part children from their mothers at a very early age.
Frequently, before the child has reached its twelfth month, its mother is taken from it, and hired out
on some farm a considerable distance off, and the child is placed under the care of an older woman,
too old for field labour. For what this separation is done, I do not know, unless it be to hinder the
development of the child’s affection towards its mother.

1. In the mid-nineteenth century, slaves often ___.
A. marked their birthdays by the season
B. did not really care how old they were
C. forgot the exact time when they were born
D. pretended not to know each other’s birthdays
2. The author’s mother told him ___.
A. his father was black B. his father was white
C. nothing about his father D. his master was his father
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It was 1961 and I was in the fifth grade. My marks in school were miserable and, the thing was
I didn’t know enough to really care. My older brother and I lived with Mom in a dingy multifamily
house in Detroit. We watched TV every night. The background noise of our lives was gunfire and
horses hoofs from *“Wagon Train” or “Cheyenne”, and laughter from “I Love Lucy” or “Mister Ed”.
After supper, we’d sprawl on Mom’s bed and stare for hours at the tube.

But one.day Mom changed our world forever. She turned off the TV. Our. mother had only

£
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been able to get through third grade. But she was much brighter and smarter than we boys knew at
the time. She had noticed something in the suburban houses she cleaned—books. So she came
home one day, snapped off the TV, sat us down and explained that her sons were going to make
something of themselves. “You boys are going to read two books every week,” she said. “And
you're going to write me a report on what you read.”

We moaned and complained about how unfair it was. Besides, we didn’t have any books in the
house other than Mom’s Bible. But she explained that we would go where the books were: “T’li
drive you to the library.”

So pretty soon there were these two peevish boys sitting in her white 1959 Oldsmobile on their
way to Detroit Public Library. I wandered reluctantly among the children’s bodks. I loved animals,
so when I saw some books that seemed to be about animals, | started leafing through them.

The first book I read clear through was Chip the Dam Builder. It was about beavers. For the
first time in my life I was lost in another world. No television program had ever taken me so far
away from my surroundings as did this verbal visit to a cold stream in a forest and these animals
building a home.

It didn’t dawn on me at the time, but the experience was quite different from watching TV.
There were images forming in my mind instead of before my eyes. And I could return to them again
and again with the flip of a page. ‘

Soon I began to look forward to visiting this hushed sanctuary from my other world. I moved
from animals to plants, and then to rocks. Between the covers of all those books were whole worlds,
and I was free to go anywhere in them. Along the way a funny thing happened: I started to know
things. Teachers started to notice it too. I got to the point- where I couldn’t wait to get home to my
books.

Now my older brother is an engineer and I am chief of pediatric neurosurgery at John Hopkins
Children’s Center in Baltimore. Sometimes I still can’t believe my life’s journey, from a failing and
indifferent student in a Detroit public school to this position, which takes me all over the world to
teach and perform critical surgery.

But I know when the journey began—the day Mom snapped off the TV set and put us in her
Oldsmobile for that drive to the library. .

1. We can learn from the beginning of the passage that
A. the author and his brother had done poorly in school
B. the author had been very concerned about his school work
C. the author had spent much time watching TV after school
D. the author had realized how important schooling was
2. The mother was, to make her two sons switch to reading books.
A. hesitant

B. unprepared
C. reluctant
D. determined
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A century ago in the United States, when an individual brought suit against a company, public

opinion tended to protect that company. But perhaps this phenomenon was most striking in the case
of the railroads. Nearly half of all negligence (3 %%) cases decided through 1896 involved railroads.
And the railroads usually won.

Most of the cases were decided in state courts, when the railroads had the climate of the times
on their sides. Government supported the railroad industry; the progress railroads represented was
not to be slowed down by requiring them often to pay damages to those unlucky enough to be hurt
working for them.

Court decisions always went against railroad workers. A Mr. Farwell, an engineer, lost his
right hand when a switchman’s negligence ran his engine off the track. The court reasoned, that
since Farwell had taken the job of an engineer voluntarily at good pay, he bad accepted the risk.
Therefore the accident, though avoidable had the switchmen acted carefully, was a “pure accident.”
In effect a railroad could never be held responsible for injury to one employee caused by the
mistake of another.

- In one case where a Pennsylvania Railroad worker had started a fire at a warehouse and the
fire had spread several blocks, causing widespread damage, a jury found the company responsible
for all the damage. But the court overturned the jury’s decision because it argued that the railroad’s
negligence was the immediate cause of damage only to the nearest buildings. Beyond them the
connection was too remote to consider. '

As the century wore on, public sentiment began to turn, against the railroads—against their
economic and political power and high fares as well as against their callousness (JG1&) toward
individuals.

1. What must have happened after the fire case was settled in court?
A. The railroad compensated for the damage to the immediate buildings.
B. The railroad compensated for all the damage by the fire.
C. The railroad paid nothing for the damaged building.
D. The railroad worker paid for the property damage himself.
2. What does the passage mainly discuss?
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A. Railroad oppressing individuals in the US.
B. History of the US railroads.

C. Railroad workers working rights.

D. Law cases concerning the railroads.
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Hawaii’s native minority is demanding a greater degree of sovereignty over its own affairs. But
much of the archipelagos political establishment, which includes the White Americans who
dominated until the Second World War and people of Japanese, Chinese and Filipino origin, is
opposed to the idea. ' ,

The islands were annexed by the US in 1898 and since then Hawaii’s native peoples have fared
worse than any of its other ethnic groups. They make up over 60 per cent of the state’s homeless,
suffer higher levels of unemployment and their life span is five years less than the average
Hawaiians. They are the only major US native group without some degree of autonomy.

But a sovereignty advisory committee set up by Hawaii’s first native governor, John Waihee,
has given the natives’ cause a major boost by. recommending that the Hawaiian natives decide by
themselves whether to re-establish a sovereign Hawaiian nation.

However, the Hawaiian natives are not united in their demands. Some just want greater
autonomy within the state—as enjoyed by many American Indian natives over matters such as
education. This is a position supported by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA), a state agency set
up in 1978 to represent the natives’ interests and which has now become the moderate face of the
native sovereignty movement. More ambitious is the Ka Lahui group, which declared itself a new
nation in 1987 and wants full, official independence from the US.

But if Hawaiian natives are given greater autonomy, it is far from clear how many people this
will apply to. The state authorities only count as native those people with more than 50 per cent
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Hawaiian blood.

Native demands are not just based on political grievances, though. They also want their claim
on 660,000 hectares of Hawaiian crown land to be accepted. It is on this issue that native groups are
facing most opposition from the state authorities. In 1993, the state government paid the OHA US$
136 million in back rent on the crown land and many officials say that by accepting this payment
the agency has given up its claims to legally own the land. The OHA has vigorously disputed this.

1. Hawaii’s pative minority refers to
A. Hawaii’s ethnic groups
B. people of Filipino origin
C. the Ka Lahui group
D. people with 50% Hawaiian blood
2. Which of the following statements is true of the Hawaiian natives?
A. Sixty percent of them are homeless or unemployed. -
B. Their life span is 5 years shorter than average Americans.
C. Their life is worse than that of other ethnic groups in Hawaii.
D. They are the only native group without sovereignty.
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1. PUF3CEE R 1994 S£308.
A Wise Man
He was a funny looking man with a cheerful face, good natured and a great talker. He was
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described by his student, the great philosopher Plato, as “the best and most just and wisest man.”
Yet, this same man was condemned to death for his beliefs.

The man was the Greek philosopher, Socrates, and he was condemned for not believing in the
recognized gods and for corrupting young people. The second charge stemmed from his association
with numerous young men who came to Athens from all over the civilized world to study under
him.

Socrates” method of teaching was to ask questions and, by pretending not to know the answers,
to press his students into thinking for themselves. His teachings had unsurpassed influence on all
the great Greek and Roman schools of philosophy. Yet, for all his fame and influence, Socrates
himself never wrote a word.

Socrates encouraged new ideas and free thinking in the young, and this was frightening to the
conservative people. They wanted him silenced. Yet, many were probably surprised that he
accepted death so readily.

Socrates had the right to ask for a lesser penalty, and he probably could have won over enough
of the people who had previously condemned him. But Socrates, as a firm believer in law, reasoned
that it was proper to submit to the death sentence. So, he calmly accepted his fate and drank a cup of
poison hemlock in the presence of his grief-stricken friends and students.

1. In the first paragraph, the word “Yet” is used to introduce

A. contrast B. a sequence C. emphasis D: an example
2. Socrates was condemned to death because he

A. believed in law

B. was a philosopher

C. published outspoken philosophical articles

D. advocated original opinions
3. The word “unsurpassed” in the third paragraph is closest in meaning to

A. untold B. unequalled ~ C. unnoticed D. unexpected
4. By mentioning that Socrates himself never wrote anything, the writer implies that

A. it was surprising that Socrates was so famous
B. Socrates was not so learned as he is reputed to have been
C. Socrates used the work of his students in teaching
D. the authorities refused to publish Socrates’ works
5. Socrates accepted the death penalty to show
A. his belief in his students B. his contempt for conservatives
C. his recognition of the legal system D. that he was not afraid of death
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The incident occurred one morning outside Albert Schweitzer’s hospital in the African jungle.
A patient had gone fishing in another man’s boat. The owner of the boat thought he should be given
all the fish that were caught. Dr. Schweitzer said to the boat owner.



