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LESSON ONE THE FIRST LESSON

MA LIN'S DAY

Ma Lin gets up at 6: 30
every morning. He quickly
washes and dresses and makes
his bed. Then he has his
breakfast and helps his mother.

Now it is 7 : 40. Ma Lin
walks to school. It isn’t very far
from his home. School begins at
8 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m.
Ma Lin has lunch at school.

After school, Ma Lin plays
football with his friends. He
goes home at 4:30. He likes to

do his homework before supper.

His parents come home at 5:45.
Ma Lin helps them with the housework.

After supper, Ma Lin watches TV for half an hour. Then he reads a book.
At 9:15 it is time for bed. ‘ ‘

On Sunday, Ma Lin does not go to school. He has a day at home. He helps
his parents with the housework. Sometimes, they all go to a park. Sometimes,
they visit Ma Lin's grandparents. Ma Lin often sees his cousin Ma Lan there.
Ma Lin does not have homework on Sunday. He likes to read a book and watch
a film on TV.

HE DOES HE DOESN'T

Ma Lin gets up at 6:30. He doesn’t get up at 7 a. m.

Ma Lin goes to school at 7:40. He doesn’t go to school at 9 o’clock.
He has lunch at school. He doesn’t have lunch at home.

He goes home at 4:30. He doesn’t go home at 3:30.

He does his homework before supper. He doesn’t do it after supper.
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He goes to bed at 9:15. He doesn’t go to bed at 10 o'clock.

DOES HE?

Does Ma Lin get up at 6:30? ‘ Yes, he does.

Does he wash and dress quickly? Yes, he does.

Does he help his parents? Yes, he does.

Does he ride his bike to school? No, he doesn't.

Does school begin at 9 a. m. ? No, it doesn’t. It begins at 8 a. m.
Does Ma Lin play pingpong after school? No, he doesn’t. He plays football.
Does he do his homework after supper? No, he doesn’t. He does it before

supper.
Does he watch TV after supper? ' Yes, he does.
Does he go to school every day? No, he doesn’t. He doesn’t go to

school on Sunday.

EXERCISES

1. Read carefully. Tick (\/) the correct sentences, and put a cress (X) by
the wrong ones.
(1> Ma Lin gets up at half past six every morning.
(2) He has his breakfast before he washes and dresses.
(3) He rides his bike to school.
(4) Ma Lin has lunch at school.
(5) He plays pingpong after school.
(6) His parents help him with his homework.
(7) He reads a book before he goes to bed.
(8) Sometimes he visits his grandparents on Sunday.
(9) He often sees his cousin there. :
(10) Ma Lin likes to watch a film on TV.

2. Learn to spell: breakfast, lunch, footbali'?,’ parent, sometimes, friend.

t
3

3. Read aloud: school, cool, fool, pool, stool, spool, tool, cruel, gruel.
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4. Word Study —— verbs and “persons”

A. Wesay “I” and “we” are “first person”; “you” (one man) and “you”
(many men) are “second person”; “he”, “she”, “it” and “they” are
“third person”; '
I, he, she, it and you (one man) are “singular” (sing. ).
We, you (many men) and they are “plural” (pl.).

Read: Ma Lin gets up. He gets up.

»”

This is the third person singular of the verb “to get up”.
The verb ‘to get up’

Singular Plural

I get up we get up
you get up you get up
he gets up they get up
she gets up

it gets up

We add “—s” to the third person singular.

B. Give the third person singular of these verbs:
to make, to walk, to begin, to end, to like, to help, to visit, to see,

to read, to play

C. With verbs ending in—s, —ss, —sh, —ch, and—o, we add “—es” in

the third person singular.

Read:

The verb to wash The verb to do
I wash I do
you wash (sing.) you do (sing.)
he/she/it washes he/she/it does
we wash we do
you wash (pl.) you do (pl.)
they wash they do

Give the third person singular of ; to dress; to watch; to go.
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. Change the sentence pattern: '

Example: Mary goes to school every day.
Mary does not go to school every day.
Does Mary go to school every day?

No, she does not.

a) Father helps Mother in the kitchen.
b) They visit their friends on Sunday.

¢) Muriel washes Paul’s socks.

d) Gus draws a dog on the blackboard.

. Change the verb as in the example:
e.g. He gets up at 6:30.

It is 6:30. He is getting up.
a) He has his breakfast at 7 o'clock.
b) He walks to school at 7:40.
¢) He plays football at 3:30.
d) He goes home at 4:30.
. e) He reads a book at 8:15.
f) He goes to bed at 9:15.

. Listen to the tape:

HOURS OF SLEEP
Nature needs but five,
Custom gives you seven,
Laziness takes nine,

And wickedness eleven.

8. Two riddles: (answer at the end of Lesson 2)

1. What time is it when the clock strikes thirteen?

2. What two things can you never have for breakfast?
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LESSON TWO THE SECOND LESSON

A LETTER FROM CLAIRE

Do you remember Li Hong's English friend Claire? Now, she is back home

in London. She is writing a letter to Li Hong.

Saturday, 10th September
Dear Li Hong,

Today is Saturday. It is raining. I can’t go out to play. I don’t go to school
on Saturday, and today I don’t have any homework. I want to tell you about my
new school. I am eleven years old, so I am going to a secondary school. In
England, we go to secondary school from the age of eleven to the age of sixteen
or eighteen. We go to school five days of the week, so we have a two-day
weekend.

Now, I am back at school. It is the beginning of the winter term. We have
three terms — the winter term, the spring term and the summer term. At the
end of the winter term, we have the Christmas holiday. Christmas Day is 25
December. Our Christmas holiday is two and a half weeks. We begin the spring
term in January. That term ends in March or April. Then, we have two weeks
holiday before the summer term. The summer holiday is our long holiday. We
don’t go to school for more than one month. The summer term ends in July. We
have a holiday for all the month of August, and we begin school again in
September. We have half-term holidays, too. In November, February and May,
we have two and a half days holiday in the middle of each term. Then, we don’t
go to school on Friday afternoon and Monday and Tuesday. I like going to
school. But I like holidays, too. I am waiting for our half-term holiday in
November.

You are back at school now, aren’t you? Please tell me about your school,
and tell me about your holidays. I am waiting for your letter.

Love from your English friend,

Claire
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Air Mail
Miss Li Hong
Building 24, No. 302
Bei Chang Lu
Beijing 100097
People’s Republic of China

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

" English schools are different from Chinese schools, aren’t they?
Yes, they are.
At the age of eleven, English children go to secondary school, don't they?
Yes, they do. ’
In England, children go to school five days of the week, don’t they?
Yes, they do. |
There are three school terms in England, aren’t there?
Yes, there are.
English children have the Christmas holiday in December and January, don’t
they?
Yes, they do.
English children don’t have a holiday for National Day,on Ist October, do they?
~ No, they don't.
They don't have a holiday for May Day, on Ist May, do they?
No, they don't.
They don’t have a holiday for Children’s Day, on Ist June, do they?
. No, they don't.
We don't have half-term holidays in November, February and May, do we?
No, We don't.
Chinese school holidays are not the same as English school holidays, are they?

No, they aren’t.
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EXERCISES
1. Tick (\/) the correct sentences, and put a cross (X) by the wrong ones.
(1) Claire is Li Hong's English friend.
(2) Claire has a letter from Li Hong.
(3) English children don’t go to school on Saturday or Sunday.
(4) Children begin secondary school at the age of thirteen in China.
(5) English holidays are different from Chinese holidays.
(6) In England the winter term ends in December.
(7) English children have two long holidays in winter and spring.
(8) Chinese children have a holiday for National Day.
(9) English children have a holiday on Ist June.
(10) Chinese children have half-term holidays.

9. Learn to spell; week, different, afternoon, term, holiday, beginning,

national, remember, school, age.

3. Read aloud:
The days of the week — Sunday, Monday , Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday.
The months of the year — January, February, March, April, May, June,
July, August, September, October, November, December.

The seasons of the year — spring, summer, autumn, winter.

4. Put the right word in the blank:

January is at the beginning of the . (year, week, month)
Saturday is at the end of the . (day, week, month)
12 o'clock is the middle of the . (school, morning, day,)
The sweet shop is open from to )

5. Word Study: tag questions
A. Look at these two questions:
(i) Are English schools different from Chinese schools?
(ii) English schools are different from Chinese schools, aren’t they?
In question (i) we don’t know the answer.
In question (ii) we do know the answer.
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Question (ii) is a TAG QUESTION. In English, people often ask tag
questions. We are now learning how to ask and answer tag questions.
Q. January is the coldest month in Beijing, isn't it?
Ans. Yes, itis. [Yes, January is the coldest month in Beijing. ]
Q. English children have a holiday at Christmas, don’t they?
Ans. Yes, they do. [Yes, English children have a holiday at Christmas. ]
Q. You can speak English, can’t you?
Ans. Yes, Ican. [Yes, I can speak English. ]

We answer these tag questions with:

- Yes, itis. Yes, they do. Yes, I can.

Read these tag questions and answers:
Q. Claire doesn't go to school on Saturday, does she?

Ans. No, she doesn’t. [No, she doesn’t go to school on Saturday. ]
Q. March isn’t the shortest month in the year, is it?

Ans. No, itisn't. [No, March isn’t the shortest month in the year. ]
Q. You don’t have a holiday for Army Day, do you?

Ans. No, we don’t. [No, we don't have a holiday for Army Day. ]
Q. They can’t speak English, can they?

Ans. No, they can't. [No, they can’t speak English. ]
We answer these tag questions with:

No, she doesn’t. No, it isn’t. No we don’t. No, we can't.

We never answer: Yes, she doesn’t. Yes, it isn’t. Yes, we don’t. Yes,
they can't.

We always answer No ...

B. Answer these tag questions. Write in the blanks: Yes, we do, or No,

we don't.
e.g. You remember Li Hong and Claire, don't you? Yes, we do.

You don’t go to school on Sunday, do you? No, We don't.

a) You have two long holidays a year, don’t you?

b) You don’t have a Christmas holiday, do you?

¢) You have a day’s holiday for Children’s Day, don't you?
d) You don’t go to middle school at age 11, do you?
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6. Put in or on in the blanks:

a) We don't go to school Sunday.
b) We have a holiday _Ist Octoder.
¢) It is cold February.

d) We can go swimming June.

e) The school week ends Saturday.
f) The year begins st ]anuary.

g) Autumn begins __ 15th August.

h) What month are you 10 years of age? I am 10 years of age

7. Listen to the tape:

SNEEZE ON MONDAY
Sneeze on Monday, sneeze for danger;
Sneeze on Tuesday, kiss a stranger;
Sneeze on Wednesday, get a letter;
Sneeze on Thursday, something better;
Sneeze on Friday, sneeze for sorrow;

Sneeze on Saturday, see your best friend tomorrow.

THIRTY DAYS HAS SEPTEMBER
Thirty days has September,
: AApril , June and November;
All the rest have jthirty—one.
February has twenty-eight alone,
Excepting leap year; that's the time,

When February’s days are twenty-nine.

8. A riddle: (answer at the end of Lesson 3)
What month has 28 days?

Answers to the riddles in Lesson 1:
1. It's time to mend the clock.
2. Lunch and supper.
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LESSON THREE THE THIRD LESSON

THE MA FAMILY AT BREAKFAST

The Ma family are at breakfast. Ma Lan’s motherays she wants to go
shopping. She asks her husband to go with her, but he says he's too busy. She
asks her daughter to go with her. Ma Lan is happy to go shopping. She wants
to buy some things, but she has no money. Her father gives her some money.
His wife wants some money, too. She wants a lot of money. She wants to buy
a pair of trousers for her husband, a pair of shoes for her daughter, and some

cotton cloth.

Mum; I want to go shopping this morning. Do you want to go with me, Lao
Ma? ‘
Dad: I can’t go with you this morning, I'm very busy.
Mum: Do you want to go with me, Lanlan? |

Lan: Oh, yes, Mum. I want to buy some things.

Dad: What do you want to buy? .

Lan: I want to buy a new
exercise book and an
eraser. But I don't have
any money.

Dad: 1 can give you some
money. How much do you
want?

Lan: I want two yuan.

Dad: I can give you ten yuan.
Please buy me some
batteries, size R20. And
you can buy some sweets
for the family.

Lan: Thank you, Dad. How

many batteries do you

want?
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Dad: Two, please.

Mum: I want to buy you a pair of trousers, Lao Ma. What colour do you like

best?
Dad: I like dark grey best.

Mum: Lanlan, I want to buy you a pair of summer shoes.

Lan: Oh, good! Can I have a white pair. My friend has white shoes, and
I like them.

Mum: Maybe::- Lao Ma, I want some more money.

Dad: How much do you want?

Mum: I want 50 yuan, please.

Day: That's a lot of money.

Mum: I want to buy some cloth, too. I want some pink cotton cloth.

Lan: Can we go by underground?

Mum: No, it's too crowded on Sunday. We can go by bike.

Dad: Hurry up. It's late.

EXERCISES

Tick (/) the correct sentences, and put a cross (X) by the wrong ones.
(1) Ma Lan’s mother wants to go shopping.

(2) Her husband wants to go with her.

(3) Ma Lan wants to buy some things.

(4) Ma Lan wants a lot of money.

(5) Her father wants six batteries.

(6) Her mother wants to buy Ma Lan a pair of trousers.
(7) Her father doesn’t like black or grey trousers.

(8) Her mother wants to buy some pink cotton cloth.
(9) The underground is crowded on Sunday.

(10) They go shopping after lunch.

. Learn to spell: busy, daughter, money, trousers, cotton, cloth, colour,

underground.

Read aloud:
man, husband, father, uncle, grandfather;

woman, wife, mother, aunt, grandmother;
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