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Length of Text: 470 words  Target Time: 6 minutes Target Speed: 80 wpm
Starting at: Finishing at: Time Taken:

Reading Speed: Comprehension Score:

Traveling Suggestions in Paris

1 If you are going to visit Paris, you are advised to learn these traveling

suggestions to make your trip there a comfortable one.

Basic Etiquette (3L%5) Tips
2 Two men always shake hands when greeting each other and on leaving, even
when well acquainted (a. BEK).

3 Members of the opposite sex kiss each other once on the cheek, although
people from outside Paris may do this two or three times. When entering a
room full of strangers, it is customary to make the rounds, shaking hands and
giving your name. When leaving, you again shake hands with everyone, say au
revoir (n. B M) and give a kiss.

4 It is considered polite to address people with a Madame or Monsieur(sir)
no matter what their social status (n. #1fi) is. This sort of politeness goes a
long way toward warming up French. The younger generations do not adhere
to (GE7E) this rule as usual. However, it never hurts to stick to it at all times
when in Paris.
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Dressing Tips
In Paris, you are what you wear! The style is quite important to Parisians,

even when dressing casually. Do so with a personal sense of style.

Driving in Paris
Drivers in Paris should be 18 or over, have a driver’s license, car registration
(n. YEM), and insurance (n. {£KX). France follows international road signs and
regulations (n. #%f). All road signs use standard international rules. By the way,
always use the underground passageway to reach the Arc de Triomphe (n. ZLiE
["]). You take your life in your hands if you attempt to cross the traffic circle.

Nobody waits or watches out for anyone else and everyone speeds.

If you can avoid driving, do so. The public transportation is quite good in
Paris.

Health Tips
A medical checkup is required for non-European Nations if you plan to stay
more than three months.

There are no health risks from eating in France and the tap (n. JE3k) water
is drinkable. If you think you may need a physician while in Paris, the following
may be useful: The International Association for Medical Assistance to Travelers,
417 Center St., Lewiston, NY 14092. Tel: 716 754 4883 can provide a free
worldwide list of approved physicians (n. E4E) and clinics whose training meets

American and British standards.

Hospitals in Paris
The public hospitals in Paris are listed in the phone book. All hospitals have a
24 hour emergency (n. 212) room service and specialized doctors in all fields.

Cheap Dining
Lunchtime provides the best values in dining even in the smaller sections of
Paris. However, for the best values you cannot ignore the ethnic restaurants. In the
fifth avenue there are a multitude (n. K&) of Greek, Italian and Vietnamese
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restaurants. In the sixth avenue, there are many Greek and Italian restaurants.

Choose the best answer for each of the following questions or sentences.

1.

In the last paragraph the word “ethnic” in the sentence “However, for the best values

you cannot ignore the ethnic restaurants” means

A.
B.
C.
D.

morally good or correct
connected with a particular nation, their customs and traditions
minor

expensive

Which of the following is NOT true?

A.

B.
C.
D.

The younger generations of Parisians don’t follow the rule of addressing people
with sir or Madame.

Members of the opposite sex kiss each other once on the cheek as a greeting way.
Style of dressing is quite important in Paris.

After two men have established their friendship, they don’t always shake hands.

Which of the following qualifications should have Drivers in Paris?

A.
B.
C.
D.

The age should be 18 or over.

They should have a driver’s license.

They should have car registration and insurance.
All of the above.

It is dangerous for a car driver to cross traffic circle because

A.
B.
C.
D.

nobody waits or watches out for anyone else
transportation is terrible in Paris
you will be fined and put to jail

your behavior will cause accident, which can jam the traffic

Which of following is NOT true according to the passage?

A
B.

Tap water is undrinkable.

If a non-European Nations person stays more than 3 months in Paris, a medical
checkup is required.

All hospitals have a 24 hour emergency room service and specialized doctors in all
fields.

The pubic transportation is good.
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Length of Text: 300 words  Target Time: 4 minutes Target Speed: 80 wpm

Starting at: Finishing at: Time Taken:
Reading Speed: Comprehension Score:
Hawaii
1 Hawaii becomes one global known sightseeing resort (n. J:#b). There are

some introductions of Hawaii.

2 Biology The Hawaiian Islands have a wide variety of plants, marine (a. ¥
) and animal lives. More than 90 percent of the native plants and animals living
in Hawaii are found nowhere else in the world, and a greater variety of fishes exist

in Hawaiian waters than elsewhere.

3 Hawaii is sometimes called the Endangered Species Capital of the World. At
least one third of all the endangered species in the United States are found in
Hawaii. Man, poses a greater threat (n. gi}) to the nature of Hawaii.

4 Climate The Hawaiian Islands have only two seasons: “summer” between
May and October and “winter” between October and April.

5 The climate is subtropical, with a normal annual temperature of 77°F, making
these islands “a peaceful, restful, dreamiest haven of refuge (n. #MEAL) for a

worn and weary spirit the surface of the earth can offer.”

6 Cultural History Hawaii’s multi-cultural society has had major immigration
from:

= Polynesia — 700 A.D.
* United States — 1820
» China — 1852
= Japan — 1868
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» Portugal — 1878

= Puerto Rico — 1900
= Korea — 1903

« Philippines — 1906

7 Economy Hawaii’s cost of living is one of America’s highest. In fact,
Hawaii’s cost of living for a family of four is estimated (v. f&il') to be
approximately (ad. K#J) 27% higher than the U.S. average for a comparable
standard of living. In 1999, Hawaii’s average per capital personal income of $27 544
was 3.5% below the U.S. average — the price of living in Paradise!

8 Hawaii’s major sources of annual income include:
= Tourism — $10.3 billion (1999)
* Federal Defense Spending — $4.2 billion (1999)
* Sugar — $133.1 million (1999)
= Pineapple — $145.1 million (1999)

9 Geography Hawaii consists of eight major islands plus 124 minor istands.
Each of the major islands has an identity (n. %F &) of its own. Tourists can enjoy
. water activities, for example surfing, the sailing, diving under the water etc. It can

be regarded as the paradise of the person who likes water activities.

Choose the best answer for each of the following questions or sentences.

1. What is the percentage of the native plants and animals in Hawaii that are not found
anywhere in the world?
A. 80%. B. 90%. C. 70%. D. 75%.

2. When does the Hawaii “summer” cover?

A. From May to October. B. From May to September.
C. From October to April. D. From October to March.
3. In the year of 1903, which country were major immigrants from?
A. China. B. Japan. C. Korea. D. Philippines.

4. How much does Hawaii obtain from Federal Defense Spending in 1999?

A. $10.3 billion. B. $4.2 billion, C. $133.1 million. D. $145.1 million.
5. How many big islands are there in Hawaii?

A. 8islands. B. 7 islands. C. 9islands. D. 10 islands.
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6. In the part of “Biology”, what does the word “endangered ” mean?

A. Putindanger. B. Dangerous. C. Rare.

D. Special.

What Js Real Camival (I3 % )7

What is real carnival ©? Everyone seems to
know something about carnival, but no one I spoke to
could really describe it for me in a few words. My
trusted guidebook says it's a celebration with
dancing, drinking and a parade through the street
when people “get drunk, get high”.

For the 5 months I have been here in Brazil 1
have heard carnival mentioned almost everyday, but
yet I was still not really sure what it was really about.
It seemed the only way to understand was to
experience it first hand.

The Friday before Carnival I was Kkilling time
wondering around the local supermarket. To -the
casual observer it might have seemed as if a state of
national emergency had been declared. Beer was
being rationed (only five cases per person), people
were fighting for more and the queues at the
checkouts stretched almost the length of the store.
When 1 finally made it to the checkout 1 asked the
young assistant why it was so busy. She looked at me
with a strange expression, 1 guess my question was
quite obvious, “Carnival,” she smiled.

casual [kezjusl] a. {BIREY,
BEX5 Y

declared [diklead] a. ARE
bi14:0)]

checkout ['tfekaut] n. fHE &
stretch [stretf] ve. {4 B, %E {#



Unit 1 Tourism and Aftraction ﬂ

So this, I thought, is carnival. Chaos in the
supermarkets and beer rationing rather like Christmas
Eve in England.

Early on Saturday, the first proper day of
carnival, | was driving along the packed highway
with some friends. The roads, which are normally
empty, were packed with cars with case upon case of
beer stacked impossibly high on the roof.

The traffic jams were terrible. And to kill time, I
asked my friend what carnival was really about. He
told me that as carnival season opens, Brazilians start
to make a sort of annual balance. It’s a time to forget
or recall an old love affair, to celebrate a new passion
or search for new romantic experiences. It’s also a
time to protest against corrupt politicians, to
complain about the poverty and give creative
suggestions to turn the country a fair place to live in.
It is also, he winked at me, a good opportunity to have
the odd beer or two.

So this, I thought, is also carnival. A time of
social readjustment.

A few minutes later we were pulled over at the
first of a number of police roadblocks.

As we climbed out the car, I asked the policeman
why we had been stopped. He told me it was nothing
personal, and that it was just normal carnival
Dprocedure to check on all cars to make sure no one is
too drunk or the car is not stolen. “After all,” he told
me, “anything is possible in carnival.”

chaos ['keios] #. IBHL
ration ['refon] n. TR

passion ['pafon] n. Pvi¥, ¥
&

corrupt [ka'rapt] a. BN,
HI5H

wink [wigk] ve. EZHREE, {#
Re

readjust [riza'dzast] ve. HH
HE

procedure [pro'sidze] n. #
R BF
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We were soon on our way, and I had another
definition of carnival for my rapidly growing list:
carnival is a time when anything is possible and the
authorities hold their breath and hope for the best.

Today, Rio de Janeiro has the biggest and
best-known carnival in the world — its most colorful
event is the Samba School Parade. The samba schools
taking part in the parade — each roughly having
three to five thousand participants—are composed
overwhelmingly of poor people from the city’s
suburbs. Every carnival, Rio’s samba schools
compete with each other and are judged on every
aspect of their presentation by a jury. Each samba
school must base its effort around a central theme.
Sometimes the theme is a historical event or
personality.

Other times, it is a story or legend from
Brazilian literature. The costumes must reflect the
theme’s historical time and place. The samba song
must develop it. My own personal favorite school,
Caprichosos de Pilares, based their theme on “God
save Brazil”. Their message was clear — only the
supernatural, not economic reforms can save Brazil.®

I had received an invitation from the town’s
mayor to enjoy carnival from the VIP area, but when
I arrived and saw the few sad empty boxes
overlooking the square, and then the packed square
below, 1 tucked my VIP invitation into my shorts and
dived into the mass of humanity ®

At one point | was fighting my way through the
crowds for a beer when | bumped into a beautiful girl

overwhelming [,auva'hwelmip)

a. RBEEIH: BHE

presentation [,prezen'teifan] n.

.3
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dressed as a devil. She smiled at me and I thought: if
this is carnival, [ love it.

Once again there were a few small fights
throughout the night, but considering the number of
people, the amount of alcohol consumed and the
energy of the music, 1 was greatly impressed with
how trouble free the night was ®

We had almost fought our way back to the car
when I caught a little child with his hand in my
pocket. Clearly he wasn’t a professional pickpocket.
He just looked miserably at me with sorrowful eyes.
He told me he wasn’t trying to rob me, which would

have been difficult, as I had no money anyway, but he
wanted my empty beer can. To authenticate this story | authenticate [o:'8entikeit] ve.
he pointed towards a huge sack of cans, which he was | #BBHET, X3
dragging behind him.® 1 willingly gave him my
empty can and he explained to me that during the four

days of carnival he would work collecting cans more
or less continuously and the money earned from this
allow him perhaps to buy school books or some food
for his family ©.

This, I thought, is also carnival.

What is really carnival? I am still confused. My
final thought was to find out at next year’s carnival.
Perhaps, then 1 will finally understand.

1. camival: RENEBEERTHET 1641 F, YHNNERERENTKABE T
EEXNHR, BLRAWT. 5BH. BRE. 213300 EENEE, BAEK




