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Preface

On the basis of the research results frorn“ political science, so-
ciology and economics and so on, and from the perspective of so-
cial philosophy, the dissertation takes the basic process and gener-
al logic in the transition of China’s rural society as its central clue
to trace the awakening and growing of the peasants’ sense of sub-
jectivity, emphasizing the process and method of the transition by
which Chinese peasants in the course of market economy change
their identity from dependence on the community and nation to in-
dependence, exploring the structural transformation or moderni-
zing construction of Chinese countryside.

The dissertation first makes a general survey of the models of
rural transformation in England, France, Germany, America and
Japan, finding the common problems and specific treatments of
these problems in different countries. There are two basic related
stages for the rural transformation of these countries; first, the
separation of farmers and their lands; and second, the transition
from agrarian production to market production. With this as a ref-

erence, the dissertation discusses the specific features and major
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problems in the rural transformation of China.

The dissertation outlines the basic features of politics, econo-
my and culture in Chinese rural society under the non-market e-
conomy condition, and using the three-stage theory of Marxist di-
alectical materialism to analyze the change of relation between
state and rural society, and the changes in politics, economy and
culture caused by this change.

In the aspect of the economic transformation of rural China, I
think the change of policy of land is the essential symbol of rural
economic transition. From the perspective of land reform policy,
scope and marketing of agriculture, change of agricultural struc-
ture etc. , I discuss the possibility of market economy and the
process of change from traditional peasants to independent sub-
jects of market.

In the aspect of the political transformation of rural China,
my views are that the change of relation between nation and rural
society is the clue of political transition. I do some research on the
change of the relation of the right and obligation, self-governance
and rural administrative organization between individual peasant
and rural community and nation. My main view is that the peas-
ants’ status and capability of self-governance is enhanced in the
rural political reform.

In the aspect of the transformation of rural culture, I think
“Syncretism of Heaven and Humans” is embodied within the

process of Chinese rural culture. In the process of transforming

. rural culture, “Little Tradition” and “Large Tradition” are inte-

grated; “Ideal Culture” and “ Utility Culture” are reconstructed.



Preface 3«

In the process of transforming rural culture, the peasants’ sense
of being a subject, owning the right of self-governance and democ-
racy is growing. A system of modern rural culture is reconstruc-
ted.

Through these philosophical reflections on the transformation
of rural politics, economy and culture, the dissertation concludes
that the reconstruction of peasants’ consciousness of subjectivity
is the core content in the social transformation of countryside,
therefore the awakening and growing of that consciousness is of

key importance for the realization of rural transformation.

Shen Yanping
April, 2005
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