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The legacy of Nuzhen nationality is
extraordinary (in lieu of a preface)
Bai Gengsheng

At present the work of saving and preserving oral and
immaterial cultural legacy is being unfolded widely and
deeply under the organization of the folk artists associations
of different provinces and cities of the country and has
shown a preliminary result and made a lot of achievements
by saving. Heilongjiang provincial folk culture and arts
workers association attaches great importance to this work.
In 2004 it published “the Saman myths of Man nationality”
told by 85 year old of Mr. Fu Yingren,a famous story ~ tell-
er of Man nationality, and this year it has also published
“the Saman myths of Nuzhen nationality”, a posthumous
manuscript of Mr. Ma Yachuan, a famous story — teller of
Man nationality. This has an improtant and profound signifi-
cance for preserving and researching Saman culture and in-
heriting and promoting the national culture.

Mr. Ma Yachuan is a legandery figure in Shuangcheng
city of Heilongjiang province and he could tell over 1,000
stories, especially the primitive myths and legends of
Nuzhen nationality, and he personally recorded over 50
pieces of “Saman myths of Nuzhen nationality” , which have
a rare national culture historical data value and academic
research value. Mr. Ma Yachuan could leave this great work
for two reasons :one is that when he was a child , he liked
to listen o the stories told by his grandma, grandpa and old
people of Man nationality about their ancestors and in the
long run these stories deeply impressed in his memory, and
the other is that his grandpa Zhao had ever collected a tran-

script of “comments of the chart of Nuzhen nation ality”. As
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Mr Ma had read this rare transcript, a lot of works in it
clearly impressed in his memory. As such, Mr. Ma’ s post-
humous manuscript inherited and preserved the excellent
traditional culture and made it become a cultural legacy and
Chinese cultural treasure.

The manuscript of this book was kept and put in order
by my familiar scholar and fried ,who found time after his
busy work to put Mr. Ma’ s left manuscript in order word by
word , sentence by sentence to realize Mr. Ma’ s behest and
to put “the Saman myths of Nuzhen nationality” ,a rare oral
historical data of Nuzhen nationality, into publication and
made it public. No doubt, this work has an important aca-
demic significance and social significance and should be af-
firmed ‘and encouraged.

I hereby heartedly congratulate Heilongjiang provincial
folk culture and arts workers association on their new a-
chievements made in the work of saving oral and immaterial
cultural legacy,and I also hope that the two colleagues and
friends of mine will make even greater contributions in their

future work.

Beijing, June , 2005

(The author is the secretary of the Party’ s leading
group of China folk culture and arts workers association , the
deputy chairman of the international Saman institute, re-

search fellow,doctor. )
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