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The Crow and the Pitcher

A CROW perishing with thirst saw a pitcher, and heping to
find water, flew to it with delight. When he reached it, he
discovered to his grief that it contained so little water that he could
not possibly get at it. He tried everything he could think of to
reach the water, but all his efforts were in vain. At last he
collected as many stones as he could carry and dropped them one
by one with his beak into the pitcher, until he brought the water
within his reach and thus saved his life.

Necessity is the mother of invention.
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The Swallow and the Crow

THE SWALLOW and the Crow had a contention about their
plumage. The Crow put an end to the dispute by saying, “Your
feathers are all very well in the spring, but mine protect me
against the winter. ”

Fair weather friends are not worth much.
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The Crow and the Raven

A CROW was jealous of the Raven, because he was
considered a bird of good omen and always attracted the attention -
of men, who noted by his flight the good or evil course of future
events. Seeing some travelers approaching, the Crow flew up into a
tree, and perching herself on one of the branches, cawed as
loudly as she could. The travelers turned towards the sound and
wondered what it foreboded, when one of them said to his
companion, “Let us proceed on our journey, my friend, for it is
only the caw of a crow, and her cry, you know, is no omen. ”

Those who assume a character which does not belong to them,
only make themselves ridiculous.
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The Crow and Mercury

A CROW caught in a snare prayed to Apollo to release him,
making a vow to offer some frankincense at his shrine. But when
rescued from his danger, he forgot his promise. Shortly afterwards,
again caught in a snare, he passed by Apollo and made the same
promise to offer frankincense to Mercury. Mercury scon appeared
and said to him, “O thou most base fellow? how can I believe

thee, who hast disowned and wronged thy former patron?”

D EBEF (Mercury) : BHAHEREWAMMER, SBEZTF, 48 L. 4.
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The Crow and the Serpent

A CROW in great want of food saw a Serpent asleep in a
sunny nook, and flying down, greedily seized him. The Serpent,
turning about, bit the Crow with a mortal wound. In the agony of
death, the bird exclaimed: “O unhappy me! who have found in
that which I deemed a happy windfall the soufce of my

. ”
destruction.
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The Vain Jackdaw

JUPITER DETERMINED, it is said, to create a sovereign over
the birds, and made proclamation that on a certain day they should
all present themselves before him, when he would himself choose the
most beautiful among them to be king. The Jackdaw, knowing his
own ugliness, searched through the woods and fields, and collected
the feathers which had fallen from the wings of his companions, and
stuck them in all parts of his body, hoping thereby to make himself
the most beautiful of all. When the appointed day arrived, and the
birds had assembled before Jupiter, the Jackdaw also made his
appearance in his many feathered finery. But when Jupiter proposed
to make him king because of the beauty of his plumage, the hirds
indignantly protested, and each plucked from him his own feathers,

leaving the Jackdaw nothing but a Jackdaw.



