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PART 1

UNDERSTANDING AND
LEARNING

Section A
Background Information

1. McDonald’s

McDonald’s is the world’s largest restaurant corporation with more than 30,000 restaurants in
119 countries serving 46 million customers each day. In the United States, there are more than
5,000 McDonald’s restaurants. It serves some of its favorite foods — world-famous French fries,
Chicken McNuggets (X3 3) and so on. The largest McDonald’s restaurant is located in Beijing,
China. This restaurant has 1,000 employees. Also, up to 700 customers can sit and eat in this
restaurant at one time.

For more information please visit

http://www.mcdonalds.com.

2. Downey

Downey is the home of the Apollo Space Program ([ % & H i1%)]) and the world’s oldest
McDonald’s. Downey is located in the heart of Southern California between the business hubs (vp
:[») of Los Angeles and Orange County. Easy access to freeways, railroads, airports, seaports, and
the Internet connect Downey to the world.

For more information please visit

http://downeyca.com.

3. California

California is a state of the U.S. It has an area of 158,706 square miles (411,049 square
kilometers), exceeded (1) only by Alaska (FHiH7 1) and Texas (f% 5 FE87). It is on the west
Pacific coast (3 [E P HF K T ¥ /7). The capital is Sacramento (§E 5531 [ 14E).
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For more information please visit
http://www.ca.gov/state/portal/myca_homepage.jsp.

4. Ray Kroc

Raymond Albert Kroc was the founder of the McDonald’s Corporation. Brothers Mac and Dick
McDonald opened the first fast food restaurant called McDonald’s in 1953 in Downey, California.
In 1955, Kroc, a milkshake (§f5°5) salesman went to visit the restaurant. He saw the potential of this
fast food business and thus persuaded the brothers to sell the name to him. In this way, Kroc opened
the first store of the McDonald’s Corporation in 1955 in Illinois. Kroc died in the 1980’s.

For more information please visit

hitp://www.mcspotlight.org/people/biogs/kroc.html.

5. Illinois

Ilinots is a state in the Mid-West of the U.S. It has an area of 145,934 square kilometers and
stretches 620 kilometers from the north to the south.

For more information please visit

http:/iwww.illinois.gov.

6. Dick and Mac McDonald

In 1953, the McDonald brothers—Dick and Mac— developed a new idea for their restaurant.
The brothers called their idea a “drive-in” restaurant, and customers could order food from their
cars. The restaurant also cut down on the number of choices on the menu, so the cooks could make
the food very quickly. The restaurant specialized in making hamburgers, French fries, and chocolate
shakes. In 1955, Ray Kroc visited the restaurant and offered to buy the rights to the two brothers’
idea. The two brothers agreed, and the McDonald’s restaurant chain was born.

For more information please visit

http://www.mcdonalds.com/corp/about/mcd_history_pgl.html.

7. National Register of Historic Places

The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of cultural resources worthy of
preservation in the U.S. Authorized under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (#R1E
1966 “EHIE R (EZ XPRP)), the National Register is part of a national program to
coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect our historic and
archeological (%) resources. Properties listed in the Register include districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects that are significant in American history, architecture (%), archeology (%
), engineering, and culture.

For more information please visit

http://www.nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com/welcome.html.



Suggestions for Teaching Text A

In Text A, the author presents two different opinions about how to deal with the first McDonald’s
restaurant. On the one hand, the residents in Downey think that the building should be saved
because it is a cultural symbol and it gives them good memories. On the other hand, the McDonald’s
says that the building should be torn down for two main reasons. First, it was damaged and is
impossible to fix. Second, it is losing money. But some people in Downey as well as some local
historians think that these are excuses. The real reason is to change the history, that is, Ray Kroc
was not the original inventor of the fast food business and the founder of McDonald’s. Finally, the
author says that “everyone hopes that the McDonald’s managers and the people of Downey will
soon find peace”.

To help the students better understand the text, the teacher is advised to draw their attention
to the following:

® the history of McDonald’s and the related background;

® the different opinions held by the Downey people and the McDonald’s managers; and

® the ways these different opinions are structured and presented.

First, it is very important to provide the background about Ray Kroc and the McDonald’s
brothers at the beginning. For example, after finishing the questions in the “Exploring” part in the
Student’s Book, the teacher can ask questions such as: “Do you know who founded McDonald’s?”
“Why was the restaurant called McDonald’s?” and “When was it started?” Then the teacher can
£0 on to explain in detail the history of McDonald’s.

Second, in order to let the students understand the different opinions discussed in the text, the

teacher may ask the students to read the text and fill in a table as follows:

Downey People l McDonald’s |
k, —_ — — -

Attitude Save the building { Teawr down the building

1. Itis v cudtwrad symbol. | 1. It was damaged in anv
2.It givey them good earthquake ond is im-
Supporting reasons memories. possible to-repair.

; 3. McDonaldly istrying to- | 2. It iy losing money at
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Third, the teacher can ask the students to pay attention to the ways these different opinions
are structured and presented. The teacher can ask the students to pick out the conjunctions and
adverbs or even sentences used to express a change of thought, e.g.

... people are trying to save the first McDonald’s restaurant in history. McDonald's, though,
says the building should be torn down.

Many people in the town of Downey don’t agree with this line of thinking, though.

Building inspectors, on the other hand, say that the structure can be repaired, but that it will
be expensive.

Thus, many people in Downey think McDonald’s is trying to change history, though the
company denies this.

In order to make an even more detailed study, the teacher can ask the students to write down
the opinions of the building inspectors and local historians too in a similar way.

At the end of the lesson the students can be asked to give their own opinions about the first
old McDonald’s. And if possible, ask them to report how different students have different ideas on

this issue by using some of the linking words mentioned above.

Detailed Study of Text A

The First McDonald’s Restaurant

1. Even though the first McDonald’s restaurant sold only hamburgers and French fries, it
still became a cultural symbol. (Para.l)
Meaning: In spite of the fact that the first McDonald’s restaurant served only two kinds of food:
hamburgers and French fries, it still became a symbol that represents the American culture.
fry:
n. (chips BrE)(usually plural)(also French fries) a long thin piece of potato that has been cooked
in hot oil Y ¥ %
The child likes to eat fries a lot. ;X AN FEAR B 2 vt e g &,
v. cook or be cooked in hot fat or oil ¥, 7T
She fried two eggs for her breakfast. #07T 7 & /N1 B T 5
The small steak will fry soon. /)» 34 H 1R He 35 6 Ve 4F .

°

2. ... in the Southern California city of Downey... (Para. 1)
Meaning: ... in Downey, a city in the south of California...

southern: adj. of or belonging to the south of the world or of a country 15 %3, B FdH ey
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e
............. L MR . L L.

From both the southern and northern sides, fires were moving quickly towards the village. X
YA dAedb @G A ALK,
Florida is a state in the southern part of the United States. #5 ¥ 2 ik M & £ B &5 38,

3. McDonald’s, though, says the building should be torn down. (Para. 1)
Meaning: McDonald’s, however, says that the building should be pulled down.
though: adv. (not used at the beginning of a clause) in spite of the fact; nevertheless =T %; #&
s i
He is a lazy student. There’s no reason, though, to drive him out of the classroom. # 2 4~ %
&, g, LRE Gl HE,
Many people say the boss is too strict. I don’t think so, though. # % A% K= F, &%
A 4KA

4. ... be torn down. (Para. 1)
tear down: (especially a building ) pull down, especially violently; destroy #4#) (K 353 %
), Per
We have a theatre in town but we are to tear it down next year to make room for the highway.
BMMER —FRIL, 2R FRNAFHG, & FHik N,
It is often cheaper to tear down buildings than to repair them. 45 5 F &5 % B % & B 0455 T4,

S. Built in 1953, the restaurant... is the oldest of all the Golden Arches in America... (Para. 2)
Meaning: Since the restaurant was built in 1953, it is the oldest among all the McDonald’s
restaurants with the logo of the Golden Arches in America...

Notice here “built in 1953” is a past participial phrase serving as an adverbial of reason. The
“Golden Arches” originally refers to the logo of McDonald’s, which consists of two golden

shapes with a curved top and straight sides. Here it refers to all the McDonald’s restaurants.

6. ... the Golden Arches... (Para. 2)
golden: adj.

1) of the color of gold & &.65; 134 %t
We’ve got windy spring, hot and dry summer, golden autumn, and cold and snowy winter. £
ML ZAXRK, LRFHEK, RE—Hbe, L£XUKALSF
Sunflower? Do you refer to the one that has a golden yellow flower, a brown center and a
strong stem? & B K7 R RRFeH LR, 9P o iz &, dy HAR £ A0 A 6 AR AP 9

2) made of gold 4
She put the two golden rings into a nice box. e FHHK A RIEHE— R ZFEHETF T
The medal was golden, so it was sold for quite a lot of money. 7} 4k % 1% % 445

<]
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7. ... the Golden Arches... (Para. 2)

8

.

arch: n.[C] something with a curved top and straight sides B #t; A4
His house is very unusual with an arch roof. 489 5 F# A8 TR, B AR A,
The arch of the bridge reaches over 12 meters. # #3344 1T ik 12 %,

... the building is now in danger of being destroyed, along with their memories. (Para. 3)
Meaning: The first McDonald’s restaurant is now facing the possibility of being torn down.
Together with the disappearance of the building, people’s good memories about it would be
ruined too.

23

Notice the sentence could be rewritten as “... the building, along with their memories, is now
in danger of being destroyed.”

danger: n.[U] the possibility of harm or loss & 4

John should have been aware of the danger of smoking to his health. ## K% keig 8 mt it
REAEE.

A policeman could meet with danger any minute of his working day. % £ /& {4 $1 %98 54 4%
THRBE A,

in danger of: likely to be hurt or damaged by & F - Bz $

Millions of people in the Himalayas are in danger of big earthquakes, according to scientists in the
US.andIndia. £ B4efp B 6945 i, EBLBLETFTAGIEE KL EM,

The trees in the forest have been cut down in such great numbers that the forest is in danger of

disappearing. Ak ¥ o3 A K F A%, BIAK G S K % 0B,

. ... in danger of being destroyed... (Para. 3)

destroy: vt. damage something so badly that it cannot be used or repaired 23K ; % 31

The building of large dams can destroy the environment for animals and plants. 333 X304 5
Wahthdh o9 £ BIE,

Our main task is to destroy the enemy’s airport. #1169 % 4% 4 2 I 9 S A H L7,

10. McDonald’s explains that the building was damaged in an earthquake... (Para. 4)

Meaning: McDonald’s tells people that the building was destroyed in an earthquake and thus
is not useful anymore.

damage:

vt. cause damage to #35;, R FE

We just managed to put the fire out before it damaged the house. &K 146 & & F 4% £, Ay
ZATHKIIKR T,



11...

12.

13. ..

14.

15.

Unit One \K

Some suggest that computers can even damage students’ learning: students may spend too
much time on computer games. H AR L, wEH L ETHRZFF ‘ﬂ‘-‘.‘%”i g, H¥F L
MTHIE K % 698t 8] 72 A & B 2% B,

n. [U] the process of spoiling the condition or quality of something and the harm or loss that
results 230, RE

Mrs. Smith was very angry when she saw the damage done by the kids to her flowers. ¥ % #f
KKABZFNIERAGERFALRMET, EFLA,

The storm caused great damage to the small village. 7} 3% B R @ 4 A £ T BE K AFR,

in an earthquake... (Para. 4)

earthquake: n. [C] a violent shaking of the earth 3t &

It was difficult to know how many people had been affected in the earthquake. f&k # %8 #
3 S ATE X RHEAH %,

On January 17, 1995, the Kobe earthquake hit south-central Japan. 1995%1 A 178, 0 &
THPRETAHPE KHE,

Many people in the town of Downey don’t agree with this line of thinking, though. (Para. 4)
Meaning: But many Downey people don’t share McDonald’s view that the building was
destroyed and thus needs to be torn down.

agree with: have or share the same opinion, feeling or purpose & 1. (B, B#) —#, A=
Please put up your hand if you don’t agree with me. < B} & #3 ik % 5

We don’t agree with him because his idea seems so strange. #6984 K12 7, SIS R &,

. line of thinking... (Para. 4)
line of thinking/thought: a way or method of thinking about something % 8%, &

These types of question cause a new line of thinking. iX £ 5] #3] % T —#¥#7 69 2. 9% _
I worry about this line of thinking because it is not good for children. %X #% 28 ;& & /& 42 ,
B A e H TR Ik,

They are using the earthquake as an excuse. (Para. 5)
Meaning: The reason that the building was damaged in an earthquake was not a real one:

McDonald’s managers are using it to hide the real reason for tearing down the building.

Another Downey resident remarks... (Para. 6)

Meaning: Another person who lives in Downey says...
resident:
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n. [Cla person who lives in a place & K; =& /&#

He’s a resident of the United States. #o 2 & £ £ 8,

This hotel serves meals to residents only. K E 2 st B4 &,

adj. living (in aplace ) B4 (faX#) &)

In 1970 about one fifth of resident college and university students were women. f& 1970,
ik FE P AH /524K,

I went into the police station and in less than two hours received my “resident permit”. & &

HERE, RPN, TR T RN EELE,

16. They don’t respect the public at all. (Para. 6)
Meaning: They don’t care at all about how people in gener:l think and feel about this matter.
public:
n. (the ~) people in general 2™ & ; K &x; R&
At last, the president admitted his fault to the public. 84 &G4 T @Akl T,
What the public is concerned about is if there will be a rise in price. 2 Fr o2 M2 LA L3,
adj.
1) for the use of everyone; not private 2 3t #5; 2\ F #)
There is no public bathroom in this area. i X —# X A AN &G F
People living in that city can use their public transportation for free. iX A3, #7 2 BT ¥4
R AN TGE LA,
2) of, for or concerning people in general -4 (¥ %) &
The public image is very important to a politician. 2 X £ 3+ F X B R HEFF &,
I am now working for a small public relations firm. KA T —F D HA L L AN T,

17. McDonald’s managers say the restaurant is losing money at that location. (Para. 7)

Meaning: McDonald’s managers say the restaurant is doing business at a loss at that place.
location: n. [C] a special place or position {3 F ; 3% Ff

These plants are not growing well after they have been moved to the present location. iX 34
Yot RELLEZAN TG, K IKIF,

Scientists cannot find out the exact location and time of an earthquake. 4} % F 41 <46 4%, 1k Hs
K H s E A=bta]

18. There is no room for a drive-thru window, or for seating inside. (Para. 7)
Meaning: There is no space where people can buy food without getting out of their car. Nor is
there space for people to sit and eat inside.

there is (no) room for: there is (no) the need or possibility for something to happen or be done



ALY e g (REX)

This is the truth and there is no room for doubt. ;X 2 ¥, A L REE £,

My car can only take four people, so there is no room for the five of us. K 494 % R g 44
AL AT &M S AAAL

19. The managers want to build a copy of this building at another location instead. (Para. 7)
Meaning: Instead of fixing the restaurant, the managers want to build at another place another

restaurant that looks exactly the same as the old one.

20. Building inspectors, on the other hand, say that the structure can be repaired, but that it
will be expensive. (Para. 8)
Meaning: However, officials who inspect buildings say that it is possible to fix the building, but
they also say that the repair will cost a lot of money.

3

Notice the two clauses “that the structure...” and “that it will...” are both objects of “say”.
“that” in the second clause should not be omitted.

inspect: vz. examine (something) closely or in detail, especially in order to judge quality or
correctness; make an official visit to judge the quality #& & ; AR

A team of experts inspected their work and said that the work was well done. ¥ K4a# & 7
o) T4, HIAEHIFEF R E,

Yesterday a man from the local education committee came to inspect our school. ¥ £ % & &
HARBEAE,

inspector: n. [C] an official who inspects something % # % ; H &/

A conductor could lose his job if an inspector caught him accepting money without pulling a
ticket. e R#e & { ARG ERMBEHAE R, EE2RAHEE T4,

The tax inspector has a complete right to examine the company files. #. 4 # £ 5/ &4k &
o 8] IRA

21. ... the structure can be repaired... (Para. 8)

structure:

n.

1) [C] something formed of many parts, especially a building & 58 4%; %#4%
The steel structure looks very strange among the small wooden houses. A& 4% 4 # #) &
FLAENKREFEIFRRIT,
The Oriental Pearl Tower has become one of the most famous structures in Shanghai. &
PIIBCRA LR EFLAEAZ—,

2) {U] the way in which parts are formed into a whole 44y, #i%



