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CHAPTER ONE
Christmas Gifts

¢~ hristmas won’t be Christmas without any presents,”

complained Jo.

“It’s so terrible to be poor!” - cried Meg, looking down at
her old dress.

“I don’t think it’s fair for some girls to have pretty things,
while other girls nothing at all,” added little Amy.

“We’ve got Father and Mother and each other,” said Beth,
sounding content. .

“But we haven’t got Father. He’s still away fighting in the
war, and he won’t be home for a long time,” said Jo sadly.

Nobody spoke for a minute, each thinking of their father,
far away where the fighting was; then Meg spoke with more
cheerfulness.

“You know the reason why Mother suggested we not have
any presents this Christmas was that it is going to be a difficult
winter for everyone, and we shouldn’t spend money for pleasure
when our men are suffering in the army.”

“But Mother gave us each a dollar to spend to ourselves.
I don’t think the army would be much helped by our giving
that. T agreed not to expect any presents from Mother or you,
but I do want to buy a few books 1’ ve been wishing for. Mother
didn’t say anything about our money, and she won’t wish us to
give up everything. Let’s each buy what we want, and have a
little fun. I’ m sure we work hard enough to earn it,” cried Jo.

“T know I do teaching those tiresome children all day, while

2



INEA

Al

B8
= R

WEA, BT TEANL?” THEBRE,

‘RIRTE| ~ SEEE, BABE5 -0
|58,

BUUBFTEREER, TELD—T
B, BANISAAY, ~ B\ G K
“BRITEQ DB, ” MK ATLE, IF
RIS R,
“BRITMERER R MDRTERS, R
KNEBSREBER, " THHINS.

RZ—EEHLS, 8T ALEERS
WAEGUAEVAR , RSB IRIERR , MR
EO

“MRIREBENH AR STFRRARE
YINS? RARSNIRMERT , RMNEBL
NEEFERSESE, RNSFIEER
HSRAERE,

‘TRBBSTRMNBA—TREC SR
| W, RERIVZ—T R RBETIA, iR
IAEH. BRARBRIAZHSMBBIHR]
REF/AT ALY, BREIEST/IERIMY
RARE. BRHEEMRRRIINVERZEA
& WHEEREHERNINFETN. RITE
FUBEHEIRESBREAL, FFHLL
8 WE—FERNDBBR, IPXLERIT T
IV, MZEHBEOHENRT.” TTite

‘TAREW, —REMREE AL S AIRE

3

complain [kom'plein] v.
B, REZE

content [itsn'tem] a HE,
mEe

cheerfulness ['t[iofulnis] n. &
M RE

suggest [sa'd3est] v. BV

'| tiresome ['taiosom] a. FToHIEY,

YABY



Fulsa

Little Women

I’m thinking of enjoying myself,” began Meg.

“You don’t have such a hard time as I do,” said Jo. “How
would you like to be forced to remain with a nervous, angry, old
lady, who is never satisfied with anything!”

“I do think that washing dishes and keeping things clean
is the worst work in the world. It upsets me, and hurts my hands -
so I can’t play my piano well at all,” complained Beth.
~ “Idon’t believe any of you suffer as I do,” cried Amy, “for
you don’t have to go to school with rude girls, who laugh at
your dresses and call you poor because your father isn’t rich
like theirs.”

“Oh, don’t you wish we had the money Papa lost when
we were little, Jo? How happy and good we’d be if we had no
worries!” exclaimed Meg, who could remember better times.

“You said the other day you thought we were a great deal
happier than many of our rich neighbors’ children, who are always
fighting with one another,” responded Beth.

“Yes, I did, Beth. Well, I think we are, though we do have
to work, we are cheerful about it.”

As young readers like to know “how people look,” we will
take this moment to give them a little picture of the four sisters
who sat together by the fire, while the December snow fell quietly
outside. It was a comfortable old room, though the furniture was
very plain. A few good pictures hung on the walls and books

filled the shelves.

Margaret, the eldest of the four, was sixteen, and very-pretty,
being fair with large eyes and soft, brown hair. Fifteen-year-old
Jo was very tall, thin, and brown. She had sharp gray eyes, which
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