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Research Articles

The Making of America’s Collective Security System
in Asia-Pacific and Britain, 1950—1954/Cui Pi/

Abstract: The Asian-Pacific collective security system was an important component
of America’s strategy of containment. The establishment of the North Atlantic Treaty
System pushed US policymakers to consider the question of how to deal with the collec-
tive security issue in the Asian-Pacific region. Washington’s initial plan was to form an
Asian-Pacific security system similar to NATO, but then decided to sign bilateral and
multilateral security guaranty treaties with countries in Asia-Pacific, a practice that was
later further extended to Southeast Asia. Beginning with the idea about a Pacific Pact
introduced by the State Department in 1950 and ending with the formation of the South-
east Asian Treaty Organization in 1954, a US-led collective security system was gradual-
ly established. This system combined with the Middle East Treaty Organization and the
NATO to form a US system of military containment against the Soviet Union, playing a
crucial role in supporting America’s hegemony in the world. Consequently, the empha-
sis of Washington’s collective security policy in Asia-Pacific shifted toward the adjust-
ment of relations within the collective security system itself. During the process, Britain
supported Washington in propping up Japan’s rearmament yet restricting the level of
Japan’s economic recovery. In the meantime, London endeavored to change the essence

of the Australia-New Zealand-United States Defense Organization by introducing an Aus-




tralia-New Zealand-Malaya defense plan, organizing the Commonwealth’ s strategic
reserve force in the Far East, and promoting the establishment of a Five Powers ( United
States, Britain, France, Australia, and New Zealand) staff agency, and the purpose of
all of this was to put together an Asian-Pacific collective security system directed by Brit-
ain. The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization represented an overlapping spot of Ameri-
ca's and Britain’s strategic interests. Underlying American’s collective security policy in
Asia-Pacific was the doctrine of containment , whereas Britain s collective security policy
in the region was based on a “consciousness of the Empire” and a Cold War ideology.
A study of the making of America’s collective security system in Asia-Pacific and its
relations with Britain will help us to break up the tendency of viewing the Cold War as
merely Washington/Moscow-centered, and will thus allow us to acquire a more sophis-
ticated understanding of the complexity of the origins of the Cold War in Asia.

Key Words; Pacific Pact, ANZUS, Southeast Asia

The Soviet Party’s Twentieth Congress, De-stalinization, and
Their Impacts on Sino-Soviet Relations: A Study Based on
Recently Declassified Russian Archives/Shen Zhihua/

Abstract; The Soviet Party 's 20™ Congress introduced a series of De-Stalinization
policies—aithough in different degrees—on international, domestic and inner-party
issues. The “20"-Congress Line” and its making demonstrate that the issues raised by
the Congress were by no means the result of the sudden initiatives by any individual but
were, rather, indication of history’s advance, as well as reflection of the requirement
of the Soviet society and the needs of the Soviet peopie. The criticism of Stalin, in the
final analysis, was not for the pursuit of any individual's or small clique’s specific
interests, but was for taking this as a point of departure to change Stalin’s policies.
This was a collective decision by the Soviet Partys central leadership. At one point the
CCP leadership completely favored the “20™-Congress Line. ” Mao Zedong was satis-
fied with the criticism of Stalin’s personality cult from the bottom of his heart,
although he disagreed with the practice of completely negating personality cult in a

more general sense. Mao’s discussions in “On Ten Relationships"’ offered almost noth-




ing new compared with the reform measures already taken by the Soviet leadership and
the conclusions reached at the 20" Congress. What the CCP believed to be the flaws of
the *“Stalin model” were exactly what the new Soviet leadership had already formally
revealed and criticized at the 20" Congress.

Key Words: The 20" Congress, De-Stalinization, Sino-Soviet Relations

Brotherly Comrades: A Historical Examination of the Sino-Soviet
Relations on Their Borders in the 1950s/Li Danhui
Abstract: The Sino-Soviet relations on the borders between them developed in the
context of the changing relations between the two countries and two parties. In the
1950s, along with the establishment and consolidation of the Sino-Soviet alliance and
confined by the common interests of the socialist camp and the commonly shared ideol-
ogies between Beijing and Moscow, the Sino-Soviet borders became the two countries’
“common borders. ” The national defense forces of the Soviet Union undertook the task
of defending China’s borders while, at the same time, the CCP willingly put aside the
disputes over the borders left over by history. The Sino-Soviet relations over the
borders were thus characterized by one between “brotherly comrades. ” In 1958, when
the Chinese side was preparing to solve the problems related to the borders with the
Soviet Union, many differences between the Chinese and Soviet Parties were already
~emerging. However, under the guidance of the CCP’s overall policyline of strengthe-
ning solidarity with the Soviet Union, the investigations and examinations on the Sino-
Soviet borders were carried out smoothly. The situation on China’s borders with the
Soviet Union remained peaceful and stable at the time.

Key Words: The 1950s, Sino-Soviet borders, Sino-Soviet relations
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Johanna C. Granville. The First Domiho; International Decision Making During
the Hungarian Crisis of 1956 ( College Station, TX. Texas A&M University Press,
2003) . /Liu Heging '

Niu Dayong and Shen Zhihua eds. Lengzhan yu zhongguo de zhoubian guanxi
[ The Cold War, the Chinese Frontier, and China’s Relations with Neighboring
Countries ]( Beijing: Shijie Zhishi, 2004)./Luo Yangyi
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ry( Seattle . University of Washington Press, 2001)./Dai Chaowu
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