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he land at the edge' of the sea is a coast. Coasts
can look very different. Some have flat, smooth?

Some coasts are straight. Others have jagge«
There the sea often extends® into the land as a

Coasts are places where many people work. Peoplé fish,
build ships, and load'’ and unload goods. Of course, coasts
are also places where people have fun!

: b btk 6.jagged  ad.  SEEIARY
2. smooth 188y 7. outline

9.bay
10. load
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herever land and sea meet, there
is a coast. So, all the world’s land

masses', from the largest to the
smallest, are bordered? by coasts. There are

different types of coastlines. Some are long
and straight. Others are jagged. Warm coasts

covered in ice and snow.

This map of the world shows most of its coasts.
How far do you live from a coast?

1. land mass KBt (HRR)
2. border v 53]
3. palm n. ERAE
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might be lined with palm’ trees. Cold coasts are
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The sea can warm or cool a coast.




The Sea Affects

Coastal Climates
BiFEENEERIE

limate is the usual weather in .

an area—how hot or cold, how wet or

dry it is most of the time. The sea can have
an effect! on the climate of a coast.

Atlantic Ocean’. The weather over

most of Ireland is usually cool and

rainy. But on Ireland’s south coast,

the weather is very mild*. The warm
climate of Ireland’s south coast is
caused by the North Atlantic Drift’.
The North Atlantic Drift is a warm
ocean current® that flows’ through the

ild .
sunny, mil colder waters of the North Atlantic.

B poim trees grow near ireland’s

This ocean current flows near Ireland.
The sea winds off the Irish® coast almost always blow
in the same westerly direction. When these winds
pass over the North Atlantic Drift waters, they grow

Ireland? is a country in the North

warm. These warm breezes’ give Ireland’s south coast a
warmer climate than it would have otherwise.

1. effect n. 00 6. ocean current R
2. Ireland  ER=  T.flow v o
3. North Atlantic Ocean  JeA#E;¥ 8. Irish adj. ERZH
4. mild adj BEEM  O.breeze wR

5. North Atlantic Drift JeXPE:#%  10. otherwise _adv. B4 o
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Hurricanes

Endanger Coasts
A THAYNEXL

eather on a
coast can be
frightening.
Oceans can brew up'
terrible storms. The
most powerful® storm in

A boat blown onto land by
Hurricane Andrew

the Atlantic Ocean is a
hurricane. A hurricane is a
huge, circular® storm with
very strong winds and heavy rain. Hurricanes gather*
strength’ over the open ocean. Most never touch the land.
When hurricanes do come ashore®, their high winds can
cause great damage to a coast. Heavy rains may cause a
lot of flooding’.

Every summer and fall, hurricanes develop off the
Atlantic and Gulf® coasts of the United States. Some
come ashore with winds of 320 kilometers per hour!
Roofs’ are torn' from houses. Cars blow away like toys.

Weather services track'' hurricanes. They warn'?
people where the storms will travel.

1. brew up (RRFE) iR 7.flood. . eoisps e g &k
2. powerful  adj. SRR 8..Guifcuisir GRS - EFFE
3. circular adj. IR HY 9. roof n. EIn
4.gather v BB 3|10, tear v A S
2.strength  n B .trackl v M
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Grasses provide food '
and shelter? for animals.




Raccoon

Grass shrimp

Coasts Provide

Habitats
B IEAR 2 b

oasts are habitats, or natural homes for
different kinds of plants and animals. Salt and
fresh water! mix® in coast areas. Sometimes,
this mixing forms the type of wet grassland known
as a salt marsh. Many plants and animals live in salt
marshes. Mud snails’ and grass shrimp* hide in the
grasses. Fiddler crabs® scamper® across the mud. Birds
and raccoons’ find lots of food in salt marshes.

Twice each day, the level® of the sea rises and falls.
This movement is called the tides’. At high tide, the
sea floods the marsh. Salt water comes from the sea. It
mixes with fresh water from rivers and streams' that
also flow into the marsh. This water helps marsh plants
grow thick. These plants provide food and shelter for
animals in the marsh.

Many sea creatures'' begin their lives in a salt marsh.
Newborn fish and shellfish'* find food and safety
there. When they get big enough, they will leave the
marsh to live in the sea.

1.freshwater &K Blevel o KEE
2mx v THES 9.tde n .
3. mud snail JENR 10. stream no R
4. grass shrimp S4F - l.creature 2. EX2)
5. fiddler crab  #Bi# (BEREHRD 12. shellfish . ﬁﬁﬂ’]*iﬁl%
MR —FE, NEEM) . 13

6.scamper v RE
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Harbors provide shelter for ships.

Boats docked' in
¥ Rio de Janeiro? harbor.




Harbors Are

Safe Places
LR T

arbors are areas of

deep water on coastlines

that provide a shelter for ships and people.
Mountains and hills often surround' harbors and
protect them from wind and waves®. Ships travel on
the sea from harbor to harbor. When the weather is
stormy, they head for’ the nearest safe harbor.

The city of Rio de
Janeiro is located
on the coast of
Brazil*, a country
in South America.
Rio de Janeiro has
one of the most
beautiful harbors
in the world. Lush’
green mountains

Rio de Janeiro’s harbor A

rise around Rio’s
harbor like protecting
arms. Many ships, both large and small, come into
the harbor. Some boats bring goods to trade®. Others
bring tourists” on big cruise ships®.

1.surround v % 5. lush adj. A2
6. trade v HITR 5
7. tourist n =

8. cruise ship




