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The Shanghai Zoological Park is on the
western suburb of Shanghai, formerly known as
Western Suburb Park. First started building at
the end of 1953, the park was open to the public
on May 25, 1954 in celebration of the 5th
anniversary of the liberation of the metropolis.
In 1980, the park was renamed the Shanghai
Zoological Park, covering an area of 70 hectares
(175 acres), with an annual admission rate of
over four million.

When the zoo was first established, there
were only a little over thirty kinds of animals.
Now the number of species has swelled to more
than 330, with a head-count of over 3,000. There
are over 70 rare species, with a head-count of
more than 600, among them, the giant panda,
the Asian elephant, the golden langur (snub-
nose monkey), the Yangzi alligator, the red-
crown crane, the white-lipped deer, the takin; to
name only a few. Representative world’s fauna
amount to over 40 species and a head-count of
more than 200.

Scientific research activities have been
routine in the zoo, which has breeding records of
such as the giant panda, the golden langurs, the
Yangzi alligator, the Asian elephant, the
cassowary, the mandrill, chimpanzee, etc.

According to the master plan, several new
halls are to be added to the main complex, the
aquarium, the amphibian hall and raptile halls
among them. Also in the works are the
Educational Hall and a research centre. In order
to make the zoo more attractive, new species are
certain to join the exhibition ranks from time to
time.
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Charming Parkscapes

The park is extensively covered with
lawns, shaded by a luxuriant leafage of tall
trees and decorated with flowers and
blossoms of all kinds made alive by the
chirping of birds. The aminal cages and
“homesteads’ are all built with the utmost
consideration of the ecology of the natural
habitats of different species. and a concern
for harmony and beauty of landscaping.

The natural beauty of the park is
frther erhanced by six sets of larger-
than-life sculptures, and dozens of mural-
size porcelain-inleid mosaics.

The park is laid out in the tradition of
Chinese landscape gardering, and the
viewing route starts with, from the
primitive to the advanced. Following the
round the park lane anti-clockwise, the
visitor will be rewarded with an
evolutionary insight into animaldom, not
to mention the added pleasure provided by
the natural beauty along the way.
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All-Round Service Facilities

Tian E Xuan Restuarant (Swan Pavilion), with a floor
space of 1,000 square metres, sits by the Swan Lake, and serves
a great variety of famous dishes.

Lu Ye Guan in a bamboo grove to the north of the zoo is
an excellent retreat for tea and rest.
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