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Flower Paintings by Li Shan
of the Qing Dynansty

Li Shan, alias Zhong Yang, and also known as Futang,
Taost priest Ao, was a native of Xinghua County, Jiangsu
Province. He was born in the 25th year during the reign
of Emperor Kang Xi of the Qing Dynasty (1686 A.D.) and
died around the 22-25th year of the reign of Emperor
Qian Long. He was a successful candidate in the jimperial
eXamination at the provincial level in the 50th year of the
reign of Emperor Kang Xi (1711). In the year 1738 (the
third year of the reign of Emperor Qian Long) he became
a magistrate of Teng County, Shandong Province and held
the post for four years. Later, because of his disobedience
to the will of a high official, he was dismissed from his
office and went home. He made a living with his brush
and spent the rest of his life in Yangzhou. He was known
as one of the “Eight Yangzhou Eccentrics” in the history
of Chinese painting.

Li Shan learned to paint landscape in his early years.
Later, he entered the royal painting academy to learn from
Jiang Tingxi to paint flowers and birds. He has also
learned from Gao Qipei. Living in Yangzhou he studied
how the Monk Shitao painted, he likewise adopted Shitao’s
technique of using a bald brush and splash-ink.

This “Flower Painting Album?” was completed in 1728
when he was forty one years old. He broke away from the



confines of conventional subject matter, thus lending a
greater variety to flower painting with respect to content,
style and means of exXpression. The representationa and
inscriptions therein of various objects reveal the master’s
eagerness about his progress. Now it is housed in the
Henan Provincial Museum,

Published by the Cultural Relics

Publishing House, Beijing, 1980
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