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Preface

The last 50 years have seen the glorious development of China's
government statistical agencies. Under the correct leadership of the Party
and the government, statistical agencies and statisticians in China worked
hard and exerted constant efforts in innovation during the past S decades.
Brilliant achievements were made in statistics, making their due contri-
bution to the socialist construction. Since China adopted the policies of
reform and opening to the outside world. in particular, statistical agen-
cies have adhered to the principles of emancipating the mind and seek-
ing truth from facts, and actively promoted the reform and development
of statistical system, in order to improve the accuracy of statistics through
scientific approaches. Statistical surveys were conducted with success
and large volume of statistical information and consultative proposals
were provided to the party and government leaders and macroeconomic
management agencies at all levels. Statistics have played an important
role in the policy formulation and management by the national and local
governments.

Serving as the fundamental basis for the scientific decision-making
and management, statistics are important for understanding the national
condition, conducting studies and formulating policies. Along with the
development of the socialist market economy and the continuation of
opening to the outside world, the position and the role of statistics will
become more and more important. At the meantime, tasks for statistical
work will also become more difficult and demanding. 1 hope statistical
agencies and statisticians in China will further enhance the awareness of

your mission and responsibility by advancing with the times and break-




ing away from traditional concepts in order to adapt to the requirement
of the changing situation and to meet the new challenges. Statistical
reform should be further carried out to develop and improve statistical
systems, standards, methodologies and means that reflect the Chinese
characteristics while complying with international practice. The quality
of statistical data is to be improved in line with the requirement for "fast,
relevant and accurate information", so as to provide the governments at
all levels and the public with reliable data for policy formulation and for
studies. The Sraristics Law is to be implemented strictly to fight against
manipulation of statistics. Efforts are to be made to promote the mod-
ernization of statistics by strengthening statistical infrastructure with
human resource development and informatics as the core components.

Beginning from the new century, China entered into a new era of
development characterized by all-around construction of a society with
moderate prosperity and acceleration of the modernization process. With
a clear vision of your responsibilities and guided by Deng Xiaoping's
theory and the important idea of "three represents”, Chinese statisticians
are expected to keep forging ahead and work harder for the further de-
velopment of statistics in China to make greater contribution to the con-

struction of socialist modernization.

Wen Jiabao
June 28, 2002
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