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Related Words and Expressions

tailgate

exceed the speed limit
crash; traffic accident
car breakdown

sink

shipwreck
conflagration

capsize

obstruct traffic

run aground

cut off; cut in front of
derail

fire bell

fire shelter

fall asleep at the wheel
traffic jam

emergency landing
tow-away zone

fire brigade wagon
chain collision

tire blow-out

pancake landing
forced landing

slight impact

illegal parking

brake failure

burn; scorch; sear
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car accident report
flat tire
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death toll LT AH fire escape K
illegal passing A A illegal turn BT
underage driver kBB EL overheat mEd
drive without lights RATAT5E drive without a license %, 5875 i
drive left of center 9) %5 W K ATIR head-on collision W EmARE
famine ; bad harvest % run over it
pedestrians ITA crash g5

go over the protective railings %A AT

descent due to loss of speed ki T

drive left of the yellow line 7 35K BATIL

Text A

Road Warriors

Lynn Rosellini

The thick fog. Low morning light. Cars hurtling down a four-lane highway at
about 70 m. p. h. It was the kind of weather that puts people on edge.' Even the hap-
py-go-lucky members of the Indiana University of Pennsylvania women’s rugby team,
traveling in an eight-car caravan, grew quiet as they drove east on the Pennéylvania
Turnpike for a game in Shippensburg. It was April 5.

Suddenly, Erin Harkins, driving one of the lead cars, screamed: “Fire!” Lost
in the fog, a minicar had raced out. A tractor-trailer slammed into it, setting both ve-
hicles ablaze. Harkins hit the brakes, and the car behind struck into her bumper.
Within sebonds, other vehicles — a total of 21 — careered into the pileup.

“The truck is going to explode!” yelled Harkins’ passenger, Justine 'Metzgér.
They crowded out of the car hurriedly and took shelter in the safest place they could
find — a median strip gully with guardrails on either side.

From the gully, the two women could see ahother chain-reaction crash was un-
folding in the westbound lanes. Blinded by fog and distracted by the commotion in
the eastbound lanes, drivers were heading at full speed into the wreckage.

Unless we can stop them, thought Metzger, they’ll be killed. While glass, metal
chunks and tire fragments flew, the two women stood in the median strip, waving

.their arms and yelling at passing cars. “Stop!” they screamed. “There’s a crash!”

But few vehicles even slowed. Meanwhile, their 15 teammates were at a standstill
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farther back in the pack. The women gathered on a wooded hillside above the east-
bound lanes. What they saw below made them draw closer, awestruck.

The minicar, crushed by the tractor-trailer, was a charcoaled heap. Other cars
were ablaze or exploding. They could hear the screams of victims, the screech of
tires, the thud of more metal against metal.

“Does anyone know first aid?” shouted a medic. The young women looked at
each other. Many of them had emergency medical training for summer jobs like life-
guarding or working with kids at camp. But this wasn’t a case of bandaging a
toddler’s scraped knee.

“If I had thought about it, I would have been really scared,” Mandy Cobb ad-
mitted afterward. But there wasn’t time to think.

With minutes the teammates were carrying 15-pound medical bags, backboards
and stretchers up and down the accident scene. Fires raged around them. Would the
gas tanks blow? They wondered. Tires exploded, and the women glimpsed charred
bodies trapped inside the burned wreckage as they hurried by.

Chrissy May and Rachel Stern found a man lying on the grass with blood gushing
from an enormous gash in his head. “Gauze! Somebody find some gauze!” Stern
cried, rummaging through the medical kit. When none could be found, she wrapped
his head with a T-shirt and applied pressure to stop the bleeding. Audra Turner cut his
Jjeans to check the burns on his legs.

Up ahead, in a green Volkswagen, a frightened elderly couple were imprisoned
in their seats, heads jammed within inches of the shattered windshield. They had been
on their way to visit their grandchildren, Easter baskets on the backseat.

The woman had broken ribs, and her side of the car was pushed up against an
18-wheeler. To rescue her, the rugby players crawled through oil and glass under the
belly of the truck. Afterward, in the ambulance, Turner and Crystal Brenning sat
with the couple, reassuring them.

After three hours of lifting people onto stretchers, hooking them up to oxygen
masks and applying neck braces and bandages, the women gathered to pray for the
victims. It was only then that they had time to stop and think about what they had
done.

“They placed themselves in danger when others just sat in their cars,” said Lt.
Diane Stackhouse of the Pennsylvania State Police.

The teammates didn’t know yet, but four people died in the wreckage, and 37
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were injured. Twenty-eight cars skidded into the pileups, shutting down a 65-mile
stretch of road for 12 hours.

When the play finally marched into Shippensburg University, two hours late to
play their scheduled game, they lost. But when the score really counted, on that fog-

gy Saturday, they were clear winners.
(700 words)

Nords and Cxpressions

hurtle [ 'ha:tl] vi. move with or as if with great speed and a rushing
noise %& 7+ [ ]; Ca[ #]

on edge in a state of irritability; tense; nervous & K R 4=
#y, WA

happy-go-lucky a. taking things easily; carefree 14 1& § /£65; £ A

caravan [ 'keravan] n. a group of travelers journeying together for safety
in passing through deserts, etc. 3£47PFA

tractor-trailer n. E HE

slam [ slem] v. knock with great force 1%3%

ablaze [ o'ble1z] a. burning, on fire ¥k}5#4

brake [ breik ] n. (A& H%E

bumper [ bampa] n. (EWmATE0) Rkt

career [ka'ria] v. move about quickly and dangerously % #

pileup [ 'pailiap] n. crash involving several vehicles JU4% % 454

median [ 'mizdion] a. relating to, located in, or extending toward the
middle 3 #9 , 4% F ¥ J§] &4

strip [ strip] n. long narrow piece ( of material, etc. ) or area (of
land, etc. ) #:¥#h—3k

gully [ 'gali] n. ( 77 4 gulley ) narrow channel cut or formed by

rain-water, e.g. on a hillside, or made for carrying

water away from a building (.l B2 % 385 ) K

CEE: S
guardrail [ 'ga:drerl] n. A, P
crash [kref] v. break violently or noisily; smash & &, st3% ;38 52

unfold [ 'an'fauld] v. open and spread out ( something folded ) ; extend
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commotion [ ka'moufon] n.
awestruck [ 'oistrak] a.
thud [ 6ad] n.

first aid

medic [ 'medik] n.
bandage [ 'baendidz] n.

toddler [ 'tndla] #.

scrape [ skreip] v.
stretcher [ 'stretfa] n.
char [ tfa:] v.

gush [ gaf] v.

gash [gz[] n.

gauze [ go:z] n.
rummage [ 'ramidz] v.
kit [ kit]n.

shatter [ '[=to] v.

reassure [ rira'fua] v.

B, 37 A (I Ed) ;5 &

noisy confusion or excitement 3%}, & L
extremely frightened 1% & 7% 444

a dull sound, as that of a heavy object striking a
solid surface & & #

make a heavy, dull sound % 7989 & o
emergency treatment given to the sick or injured
adoctor, intern B4 ; EFE$4

a strip of material such as gauze used to protect,
immobilize, compress or support a wound or in-
jured body part 4 %, (&7 & A F M AR ) &
FORARRY BE RERIHEHG R LHHK
%)

apply a bandage to 44 a3

a child who has just started to walk but may be un-
steady on his or her feet % 4T & 69 A ( LIg— A
R) 5 3] A& #6547 )L)

remove (an outer layer, for example) from a sur-
face by force &| M #4%

R

become black by burning %% %

flow forth suddenly in great volume *% /%, ( VA X ik
Fikig )Rk

a long, deep cut (X ¥k XiE#) v F
[E]SH; (&4 BHF6) LR

search thoroughly through (a place, etc. ), esp.
by moving around, turning over, or looking
through contents 13X X3 F (£ 4)

a set of materials or parts from which something
can be assembled A B¢, , T A%

(cause sth. to) break suddenly and violently into
small pieces #$)#%

give a feeling of confidence to 44, 1 )
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hook [ huk] v. seize, fasten or catch hold of with or as if with a

hook ( 14T ) 494

skid [ skid] v. slide sideways while moving because of loss of

traction &, B E—id

windshield [ 'wind[i:ld ] n. (E4%) HERE

P

ok W

Notes

Rugby: After Rugby School, England. A form of football in which players on
two competing teams may kick, dribble, or run with the ball and in which forward
passing, substitution of players, and time-outs are not permitted. 3% X H#f 3,
RBG—RHBX, HHAY, TER FHRE 2R F G ER FBRAR X
1%,

. Easter : Easter is a religious holiday. It comes on a Sunday between March 22 and

April 25. Just before Easter, the schools and colleges usually close. The students
have a week or ten days of spring vacation. Two traditions are “Easter Parade”
and “the decoration of eggs and preparing baskets of eggs and candy for chil-
dren”. V(3 A2 BA4 A25 XM ENAERR)R—AFTHYH,
KPP FAERBREAR LA ZHE 10 R9EMB, LEFTHHRERESD L,
RBfTI R L ETHE ALV MEALEHERBRE,

Sxercises

. Answer the following questions.

When and where did the story happen?

What was the weather like when the accident happened?

What was the cause of the fire?

To whom does “the two women” (in Para.4) refer?

What do you think of all that the rugby players had done?

At the end of the text, it was said that “they lost” but “they were clear winners. ”
Do you agree? Why or why not?

. Do the following multiple-choice questions.
. Which statement is correct according to the text?

A. Car drivers slowed their cars immediately.
B. There were chain-reaction crashes in both the west-bound and the east-bound

lanes.
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C. Many people on the spot were familiar with first-aid.
D. Many people were injured in the wreckage.
2. As to the rugby players in this text, which one is correct?
A. There were altogether 15 of them.
B. They were going to watch a game.
C. They were the winners of the scheduled game.
D. They spared no efforts to do the rescuing work.
3. The statement “They placed themselves in danger when others just sat in their

1 ”

cars. ” can be understood as “
A. Others were cruel for they wouldn’t lend their hands when somebody was in
danger.
B. The players took up the dangerous task of rescuing while others were trapped in
their cars.
C. The players were worth praising for they were more courageous than others.
D. Compared to others’ passiveness, the players’ deeds were very heroic.
4. Which wasn’t one of the reasons accounting for the pileups?
A. The fog.
B. The distraction of commotion in the eastbound lanes.
C. Drivers could not see the road in the far distance clearly.
D. The drivers were careless.
5. “This wasn’t a case of bandaging a toddler’s scraped knee. ” seems to indicate all
the following except that “ "
A. Very few knew first-aid. ,
B. Bandaging a toddler’s scraped knee is compérably easy.
C. It is a case that is difficult to handle.
D. It is much harder than bandaging a toddler’s scraped knee.
M. Choose the correct word to fit into each sentence, using the proper form.
1. ablaze blaze(v./n.) blazing

A. The house still with lights although it was midnight.
B. He jumped to his feet in a fury.

C. We soon had a horrible .

D. A bus was set _ by the bomb.

2. scene scenery scenic

A. I just want to have a look at the garden.
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3.

B. The best part of the country is the

C. The police are now searching the for clues.
apply application applicant applicable

A. 1 filled out an for a job at the factory.

B. His earlier comments were not to our later discussion.
C. His answer does not to the test question.
D. We have 10 for the position of secretary.

. guard(v./n. ) guarded guardian

A. After the girl’s parents died, her uncle became her

B. The headquarters have at each entrance.
C. The President lives in a building.
D. They against entry by unauthorized persons.

IV. Put the following sentences into Chinese.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

It was the kind of weather that puts people on edge.

Even the happy-go-lucky members of the Indiana University of Pennsylvania
women’s rugby team, traveling in an eight-car-caravan, grew quiet as they drove
east on the Pennsylvania Turnpike for a game in Shippensburg.

They could hear the scream of victims, the screech of tires, the thud of more met-
al against metal.

Up ahead, in a green Volkswagen, a frightened elderly couple were imprisoned in
their seats, heads jammed within inches of the shattered windshield.

After three hours of lifting people onto stretchers, hooking them up to oxygen
masks and applying neck braces and bandages, the women gathered to pray for the
victims.

V. Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese into English.

1.

2.
3.
4.

5

The winds reached speeds of over a hundred miles an hour,

(R T = EHIIR).
In the storm I . (EHTF Hhis).
(#3659 45) has left us much to think about.
Traffic in the city is (ReRE).
The place was surrounded by clumps of trees (—R#F

H R AMF LR,

VI. Questions for consideration.

1.

What is the main purpose of this text?



