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BASIC FACTS ABOUT YUNNAN
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Yunnan is called "Yun" or "Dian" for short. It literally means "the south
of the rosy cloud" in Chinese culture. "Rosy Cloud" means

auspiciousness, happiness, and it all the more means hope.
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People’s Republic of China
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Yunnan extends from 21° 8'32"N to 29° 15'8"N and from 97° 31'39" E to 106° 11'47"E, with the Tropic of
Cancer running across the southern part of the province. Yunnan has an area of 394,000km?2, accounting for 4.1
per cent of the national territory. Yunnan borders on Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region and Guizhou
Province on the east, Sichuan Province on the north marked by the Jinsha River and the Tibetan Autonomous
Region on the northwest. It is bounded on the west by Myanmar, the Laos on the south and Viet Nam on the
southeast. Yunnan has 4,061km of the Chinese national boundary. It shows unique geographical advantages
owing to its easy access to East Asia, Southeast Asia and South Asia as well as to the Indian Ocean and the
Pacific Ocean.
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Yunnan is a typical plateau and mountainous province. Its western part is characterized by narrow and deep valleys of the Hengduan
Mountains, its eastern part belongs to the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, and the southern part features basins and swaths of land, southwestern part
is gentle in topography crisscrossed by open river valleys. The overall terrain is high in the northwest and low in the southeast. Kegebo Peak of
the Meili Snow Mountains of Nushan Mountain Range, which is the mark mountain between Yunnan and Tibet, is the highest point of the
province which is 6,740 meters in height, however the lowest point of the province is Hekou with the elevation of 76.4 meters from where

Honghe River flows out of China into Viet Nam.
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Yunnan has over 600 rivers that respectively belong to 6 water systems such as the
Lancang River, Jinsha River, the Nujiang River, the Honghe River, the Pearl River
and the Irrawaddy River. Yunnan boasts over 40 natural lakes, among which 9 lakes
are imbued with unique features, namely the Dianchi Lake, the Fuxian Lake, the
Qilu Lake, the Erhai Lake, the Lugu Lake and the Chenghai Lake. These lakes
constitute the most spectacular landscape of spotty distribution on this red-soil
plateau.
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Sleeping Beauty of Danchi Lake in Kunming
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Fuxian Lake in Yuxi
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Dehong Dai and Jingpo
Autonomous Prefecture
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Xishuangbanna Dai
Autonomous Prefecture
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Zhaotong Municipality

it i

Qujing Municipality
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Kunming
Municipality

 Honghe Hani and Yi
Autonomous Prefecture
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Yunnan administers 16 prefectures and municipalities, among which

Kunming is its capital city under the jurisdiction of Yunnan Province, Seven
municipalities are Zhaotong, Qujing, Yuxi, Simao, Baoshan, Lijiang and
Lincang, and 8 prefectures are Chuxiong Yi Autonomous Prefecture, Honghe
Hani and Yi Autonomous Prefecture, Wenshan Zhuang and Miao
Autonomous Prefecture, Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous Prefecture, Dali
Bai Autonomous Prefecture, Dehong Dai, Jingpo Autonomous Prefecture
and Nujiang Lisu Autonomous Prefecture and Diqing Tibet Autonomous
Prefecture. There are 25 ethnic minorities in the province among which 15
are indigenous to Yunnan. At the end of 2004, Yunnan registered a population
of 44.15 million.
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INDIGENOUS ETHNIC MINORITIES OF YUNNAN

s W ek T 5 JER % & The Lisu Nationality The Hani Nationality The Achang Nationality ~ The Jinuo Nationality The Dai Nationality
o U3 oo MK TR Bk JR g% The Jingpo Nationality The Bai Nationality The Pumi Nationality The Nu Nationality The Dulong Nationality

fii BR % 18 55 % VY % k% Hifhf%E  The Bulang Nationality The De'ang Nationality The Naxi Nationality The Wa Nationality The Lahu Nationality
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THREE ADVANTAGES OF YUNNAN

FEEMHSRPEIE  Abundant Natural Resources
WAHBR % Xk Distinctive Ethnic Cultures
Pk X7 4544 Superior Geographical Location




