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TRACING THE LAND OF PEACH BLOSSOMS
AT THE FOOT OF MOUNT HUANGSHAN

0Old Homes in

Over a thousand years ago, Tao Yuanming,
a poet of the Eastern Jin Dynasty, wrote
the famous essay "Peach—Blossom Source", in
which he described the Land of Peach Blossoms
—— a haven of peace. People of later generations
dreamed of such a place and tried to find it,
but in vain. Today, although the times have
greatly changed, there are still many ancient
villages in Southern Anhui, which have
remained tranquil, simple and unsophisticated.
People call the area "The Land of Peach
Blossoms, " and flock to visit it. The renowned
Ming Dynasty dramatist Tang Xianzu was
infatuated all his life by those villages and
dreamed of going to visit them many times,
but he never realized his dream, and it became
his eternal regret. Now these ancient villages
have become tourist sites, and in November
2000 were placed on the UNESCO's World
Heritage list as a cultural and natural site.
Every day, when the first rays of the
morning sun quietly appear over the tree tops
and smoke rises slowly from kitchen chimneys
in the village surrounded by the mountains,
the singing of birds and the barking of dogs
and the sounds of beating clothes break the
silence of the universe. A stream of spring
water runs joyfully along its bending course in
front or behind the houses of the villagers.
People begin busily drawing water or washing
clothes, herding boys are leading buffaloes to
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the fields, and farmers are carrying out ploughs
and harrows f[rom the tool rooms. Thus the
mountain village begins its day. What a
beautiful picture it is!

This is a truthful portrayal of life in
Hongcun, an ancient village in Southern Anhui.
Villages like this can be found everywhere
there.

Southern Anhui boasts the famous Mount
Huangshan, which the Tang Dynasty poet Li
Bai described in a poem as "a golden lotus
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flower blooming in the high sky." Under the
huge lotus flower is a rich beautiful land,
where the beautiful mountains and rivers provide
splendid scenery and form a long picture scroll
dotted with ancient villages of primitive
simplicity. Now in Southern Anhui, there are
more than 200 well—preserved ancient villages
and tens of thousands of ancient buildings of
the Ming and Qing dynasties,
representative ones being Xidi,

with the
Hongcun,
Nanping and Pingshan in Yixian, Doushanjie,
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Xiongcun and Bei'an in Shexian, Qiankou's
groups of old homes, Chengkan in Huizhou
District, and Shangzhuang, Zetan and
Longchuan in Jixi.

The Southern Anhui ancient villages have
their own unique style. Situated in the green
mountains beside winding rivers, they are
dynamically integrated with nature. The areas
at the foot of Mount Huangshan belonged to
Huizhou Prefecture in ancient times. The people
there had the custom of going away to do
business to earn money, with a strong sense
of bringing honour to their ancestors and
winning glory for their native place. When
they became rich, they returned home to build
memorial archways, residences, ancestral
temples and villages. In doing this, they paid
great attention to the "fengshui" and "yin"
and "yang" theories, so villages were usually
built along the slopes of hills and mountains,
and on the banks of rivers. This is why all
the ancient villages in Southern Anhui have
green surrounding mountains, beautiful rivers
running past and excellent environmental
conditions. Outside the villages, the fields lie
crisscross, with peach and willow trees dotted
here and there, while inside the villages, ancient
trees tower to the sky, and small bridges span
the rivers and streams. They form a beautiful
picture when viewed from a distant height,
just like the villages in the elegant Chinese
landscape paintings.

The old homes in the Southern Anhui
ancient villages all embody the typical Anhui
architectural style. The three main colours —
— grey, white and dark — of the ancient
buildings reveal a kind of harmony and
simplicity, and the double—eaved, upturned

Horse—Head Walls between houses indicate the
strong sense of the residents' self—respect.
Garden style is a major feature of the old
homes in the ancient villages. All houses, no
matter whether they were the large compounds
of rich people or the small homes of ordinary
villagers, have exquisite wood, stone and brick
carvings on the doors and windows. Some of
the carvings maintain their original colours,
while others are painted in bright colours. In
small courtyards, winding paths lead to every
secluded spot, long corridors, rocks, ponds,

trees, flowers and plants, and inside the houses
the halls and studies are tastefully decorated.
On the pillars hang couplets written on scrolls,
showing the unique culture and life of the

local people.

When you enter the deep twisting lanes,
walk on the uneven cobbled roads and look at
the row upon row of Horse—Head Walls that
tower above the roofs, a feeling of historical
vicissitudes will rise immediately in your mind.
The mottled ancestral halls and memorial
archways in the villages still keep up their
former dignity and magnificence; the quiet
halls and courtyards are still permeated by a
simple and scholarly atmosphere, and the
carvings on the gates and doors remain there
as distinct as ever. If you wander about the
ancient villages, you will feel you are back to
nature.

Perhaps this is why the Ming Dynasty
dramatist Tang Xianzu so often dreamed of
going to Huizhou Prefecture in ancient times
and the people who live in high buildings and
large compounds in the modern cities try to
trace "The Land of Peach Blossoms" so fervently
today.
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Yixian County is located on the southern side of Mount Huangshan. It is named after the
mountain, as Mount Huangshan was called "Mount Yi" in ancient times. Yixian has a history
of over 2,200 years. Being separated by high mountains and having devoided destruction by
war, a large number of scenic spots and historical sites and old traditions and culture have
been preserved there. The complete Ming and Qing old homes number 4,000 in Yixian
Among these, the old homes in Xidi and Hongcun are the best—preserved. Besides, the groups
of old homes in Xiwu, the ancestral temples in Nanping and Pingshan  Bishan, from where
Li Bai took a silver pheasant back home, the old residences of the famous Qing Dynasty
scholar Yu Zhengxie and the legendary social butterfly Sai Jinhua and the native place of the
well—known performing artist Shu Xiuwen, all are places worth visiting. These ancient
villages and old homes fully embody Chinese tradition and culture in terms of architectural
design, layout, decoration and furnishing, and have great value for visiting and studying. They
are, therefore, honoured by both Chinese and foreign tourists and architects as "the epitome
of the ancient oriental culture” and "the treasure—house of China's ancient architectural art"




"The Family Tree of the
Tao Clan," which was
discovered not long ago,
proves that Tao
Yuanming's descendants
moved to live in this area.
So Yixian, the ideal place
the Eastern Jin poet Tao
Yuanming described in his
"Peach Blossom Source"
for his descendants to live
in, has become a place
all tourists yearn for
today .
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