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Zhang Dagqian's Paintings and Calligraphy at Shiwaiyi

j Z hang Dagian is a great painter of world renown and his works are

deeply loved by the people. But because of his emigration to South
America in the last century, people's understanding of his works of this pe-
riod has been limited. With the lapse of time, the vision of the people has
become gradually widened and Zhang Dagian's true colors have finally been
presented before the eyes of the common folk. His bearing, his expression, his
thoughts and the romantic charm in his works have gradually aroused general
concern, just like a star which starts to send out its bright radiance after hav-
ing finally extricated itself from the enclosure of the clouds. Faced with so
many exquisite masterpieces, one feels so pleased as if brushed by a gentle

breeze.

The name of the book Zhang Dagian's Paintings and Calligraphy at Shiwaiyi
says that the works collected in the book are all the old collections of Xu
Bojiao, a famous Hong Kong collector and a good friend of Zhang Dagian's.
Shiwaiyi is the name of the house of Mr. Xu, who was an expert on paintings
and calligraphy. Because of his unusual relations with Zhang Dagqian, he had
an accurate understanding of Zhang Dagian's paintings and calligraphy. He
had enough time to ponder over and wait for his chances. Then, he must
have his standards and measures for his collections and would absolutely not

put non-treasures into his grip. Since it is common occurrence for things to

gather and scatter in the world it is gratifying that these collections have

found a good home at last. We can make such an assumption for him that at
least this would make him feel better than giving out by pieces, although
there was no alternative. To us, the benefit lies in the fact that we can sce
Zhang Dagian's works in a modest scale and it is a delight difficult to de-
scribe. If these works were lost we could not have had such an experience. On
some of the works there are the seals of collection of Xu Bojiao, which should
have been affixed when they were in his possession. Some of them have been
inscribed with introductions, which may have been the words left when he
reexamined his old belongings. To sum up, up to this day these works have an

entangled relationship with Mr. Xu Baojiao.

[ have had many years of association with Mr. Xu Baojiao and discussed about
Zhang Dagian's art of paintings and calligraphy. From his words one can
hear his thinking. He had profound friendship with Zhang Dagian and un-
derstood Zhang Dagqian's art. And, he did the latter absolutely not superfi-

cially and one may say that he did so penetratingly and often had views ex-

ceeding that of the average person. I have noticed that his words are always
measured. Although they do not stop immediately after touching the subject,
yet always leave some leeway. Knowing that he was reluctant to talk more

because the works had changed hands, I changed the topic of conversation.

Through these works we can clearly see Zhang Daqian's state of mind at the
time of creation. Although he was living abroad he was inevitably influenced
by all the entirely different ideological trends. However, under his brushes we
can not see any grotesque things but an entirely new romantic charm. Per-
haps this is the change brought by the shrewd person: the original quintes-
sence is still there and the new features have been quietly absorbed. This has
very positive meaning to the inheritance and development of the fine art and

calligraphy of today.

Time has gone by like the wind but the artistic style of Zhang Dagian re-

mains as ever.

People gasp with admiration at appreciating Zhang Dagqian's paintings and
calligraphy at Shiwaiyi. It is believed that my old friend Mr. Xu Bojiao will

also feel gratified in the realm of shades.

These few remarks written at the time when the Cultural Relics Publishing
House publishes Zhang Dagian's Paintings and Calligraphy at Shiwaiyi serve

as the preface of the book for the time being,.

Yang Renkai
At Muyu Pavillion

Early spring of 2006
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