RESER

VSl NATIONALITIES’ COSTUMES AND ORNAMENT

Thge e

o




i [ DA IR B

CHINESE NATIONALITIES’

AP IR RO IR IR R 2 & 2 Gw

i N R A
2z P R Rt



BBER&E (C 1 P) HiRE

W B B AR P o s e ] R e Al e R Vi T
WEXH. - BW 2@ ARHAGE, 2001.9
ISBN 7-222-03235-5

Topo., 9. W.BE-RM-9H
IV.TS94]1.742.8

TR RRAS TR 151 CTP B #3 (2001) 38 056874 5

H& A AKX F24

MBHAR: RTT #H & b &
BERE: RTT # %
BRRIE. FRR

F#mgit. #atx

B¥ - QERRIRIT. KKK
BAHIE. BAA Bk

o ] B woss sun

HRRTT: = ARMM /2 RE R
WIRRENRL: &I B BEORARA R

¥ A: 889X 1194 1/16 Egk: 36 F¥. 10 5%
R X: 2000 4O H¥ 1Rl 200149 HE 1 RETRY
4 &, ISBN 7-222-03235-5/] « 191

Bl % 0001-3000

ik ffr: 680 T




B AR 5 SR U
ART BEYOND TIME AND SPACE-CULTURE CARRIED
ON_THE BODY

EE:N
STYLES

i i

ORNAMENTS

276

k7
COLORS

LUk
PATTERNS

405

o ] B XU B 2
ETHNIC - STYLE FASHION

477

e R I e 1
DISPLAYS

533




fRZ AR, A1 248, Rk E A R k&8s LB
CIEGEAREE , A LLIBF PR B —kEk , RS A R?
AR P R A R, U R B T 40 BRI
B FRATTIL BN, AU R ZAR AR AT, i BLAR R RS
YR fiftiik o
20004F-BL K, 1 Jai o [ RO AR R RIS S EE A I B
BRI, — R JBR T v E B RELR T AR el AR i FnS64~
lkbxﬂmr”dh“lwlt) e, B 3 R R 2 I T o i 2 SR AR
TR, RN 20 2 B 1 FR L R S AR, ki
FEF R BRI A SR 1§ I 45 013 T U A%, Hlli&%’
e 2 W R AR AR TR F s R R~T e 2 ik e %
7. R 2 B R s BRI IR S P8R 75&
mu\bm BRI R T TLARA S SR, B
U\,'.. TR, XA — R 2T RGHEIR T E A R
A& 'LIH”J]HJLUD AR AR i , R 23 M JR R T X —
J(r_ B LGk, EES EER”

AR R AR (IR ) T (i ) SCIERY B s, B RTLASHR
B FF R ph B & RO B AR 5 8 , L 28 HEHER
A s (B X, JB 3B A v & — Ry B B A5 A8 L. A
ae AR+ 284, RS ER, ?':’-*lﬂhl’ffﬁﬁik
AR BT RE 1 A KPR IR 24 , BB A BB R Bl Tt Hi e
{FIBR SRS i A DX . F SO R sy B, iR e b rﬁ
'i'lliL}\.‘Mﬁm PREARM SR , it —— R R SR

FLEABEAR” , 3 FRAE 4T 4 B bl E @ R E BRIRIR,
L( TR GRS AR B IRES " A Eh R B S R iR
M 2 G0 AR B AR b 5 PR . AR R ARIE s RIE ARG
TN 3 TR AR SO AL & SCIRAs IR, R R R EM R T
7L T — IR ARSI JE ok , X e A EA
Hb 75 1 A NBE, BT (LA TE A RIRREE . 2 /b tited
DA , A 176X e SE R ph A A 1 3tb sk sk 235, BliE L iF £
“IERFHEA N XL IRER RO, RES
£ /0 5 s ik L T TR RS , A R R AE AR L DR A e o R eSO
hE BT AR D AN B £ 2 p AR X — 4 AN B0 B R BERE

AL b AT AT AR B SR E R, i B AT LA E
B R IR B ARV 65 B2 B AR AE B2 B AT  IC R hif sl
g, MR A, IS & M, RIS 8AS MDA R 5

> ErEERE
S EFEZET




%0 FTLAT, B HRAR AR T B i Se ey —EB I R “ B R4
57

P & B LS R R, % B ST AR
D5 s34, #1025 Rk SUNIRYG & L BIE BB T £ &
TR A" R L DU — A LR T, s A R IR, 538 “ ok
M, AR R, sEAR A Z R (7 - (Sl ENE — B\
) HBIBULE, $ O HPE S RRAIE R SR, i,
ASBRIIBERREE T 4B A R RAAR , R R, B R
WREBCACSE , BVFHR AT A VR IR AG A 34 By Bt ol ol
TRFA i B AR, fi B ML, B B R AR S8k, ROk T
BRI A= S o 9% B B8 A RS RO RAD Bk AR, B A ok
A, DHUR AL AR 24 A0 T & el AR A B SE A& AL, it 38K
fRAF R, Xt 2 NREGEHT 2 BRI RAR B 2 B B 2,
A T HEHILAE o T 5 WL, ARTRAOITE 54L& AOLE , & AT LA
A2 IR WP A “TE 10 5 S Wi ™ i & B R AIR T S fe
MR SRR 3 S 2, BRI T 1R % s R AR R A 3h B Y
R BTG — 5 R SRS R B R B " A, 5
R T d i, S T BB AR, SR TR
BT HERIES, SR T 90 bR g e S AT
wh, BOBRHR 1 SR — BT S kS it B0 T HERN . RS
BOMR, +E Be sy TG ANtk & Mo Bl iR
NAEFLIE , IR R, HE T AMAZIZER &
AB B ESITE o i e AR 1 BE 1 H S BGR  E3, Bk
RN FERNGRAE , S BCH BOBSE R IR S AR
RE.

FRERE—A 2 RIENE R JLTER, & REE S %
ProkaRtt, LA, Bt 55 R IR, AR A Z IR
TRRE AT VA TR LA TR B AAPREE L, A RIS S 0% A
AR RSt gE AR R AR R A TR, b
fr. Fll e N RICFNE AR T, 2 B K AR R LA 564, Bl
DL BEHT B G B RV R AR SR T R B
Hih 5\ MR ETETE . BRI AR A Ll R Ak
R L ANVE BT R TR, R R AL, L A RA i
L., Eﬁ‘l e Bla. P B ek & & B 6. k%
7, il s B | PR KRR SR o SRIE R L b
TR B B B S RO . iRl — R, b i 2E ,
AR AFRE , ARINIRT . &S e A LRIEN X A
PRI, TE L5 L EFh IRTHVEA “HER B I SMEbRE 2 —,
(it p e T2 B 2, BEEE R,

IEB v A AR AN 2R 6, JLT4E D S 550 %
AR , & BBRSCILES I 2 70k Sy, 2t ik 7w [ R I A 2
IR ER B TE AR

BEVRG : “ W et Lk BERRAE S8 3k , R iR Ak 3k, DU
ke MEERRI T HIN B RER, B (7)) 1EIR .
NTRIAR T , (RR R b 2 B TEH L, RS B AR
PR B 98 AT, 5 4ul it 2 | B LI Rkl shilE iz R,
MR L OUAE s K 2 TR, R K DB Rl 168 Rah, 4
FHOR , AT UK « PaAL o B HAR "o, — e
RBERED « 2Rl S " P AT , 22 22 2R K R T AR Y
TR X BER A S REAR TR Z A M £ 2R , 2 AR
ZF BT HARNENS B, LA o e Rk
AN ] i LY KB, T i ] o i ol Dt R P S [ RS i, AR
AL 2R, RS, %, 2R, IER X E 22 Rtk
FOHgERR  HER KRR A= B ARBUE " TEREBDIE RIS 2 .
AT il , B bERAE , Bl TR EEE R4S A

PRI ZA .
v ] B BB AR T A SR, B3 Ll 2 47 A4







BB PR, BORE P PP e AR | KRR AR |
FORiAT  SEBCAR PR 6 AR AR 2200 B T TR B 1 28 o
YT IO IR, R A R L
BPHI A %0 RBAR I Z AR 5 kA %0 1 2 IRIR
TR B BRAR T, P S bk PR AR A TR, T 6 A
B0 s FE A S, AR H A IR EAR S, AR T 3R ZUAI e
AN Bildn, “AAKE B FNF) 2 i , BBt R e A
6 RBE RO MR | 5504, B HH — b DA™ S AR Ak
S BT ECRAVHLY , U RN , DB b 4, 220005
A, 5 R AN [] DA [ B B HE HEARARRY SR, i A FRAS 6]
BERARTI A 55 B ARBE " (99 HHAE T o

H ] B AR e €8, R 2 B B i B A
SR AR L VA 3 N YN
Lk R BORE B S P A RORAR T EAlsRA: . 1
B E oy “VEREARR , i RO B8 S RO, B R SR
BE, ReATESR 4 AL AR (C IS , A a R R I1%)) , Ky
R 5 SR TR T A AL S ] €, e e Ry B 5%, th,
A EBRAR I ZA AR G AV EN Y T2 e e+ A, HClE
EPEIUAR ARSI s HRE , P65 RHIR Sty S G Ll &, 5B PR
i, MBS (2D LR R A T (A ESUHAE S,
A AN NHIT s B CAOK SV B AR TR, G RSB R
10, LA R T5 A AR 25580, A NPT S, T HEAR
AEE XL B LB RIRYCRIRNEN Y 5 ik , 358 T RBRAR
T ZARR 1 R BN R SO R Rk , R A
AR AR SR IR R il kB R, R

AT R BL AR . E b B R BRI Z AR, B L% 2 3%
A,

] & B 2 AR OK I 1 ARIREE , SCIb S e i >
15, R T & R SCIEE R % R0 R, thad mt % & R KR
SR AL 8% Bk,

TENRES b, i (= s B 28, (R T 5 R ] R AR 28 i
JRBAML S s B AR TR AR 5 R R piisl 2 bRt I, ik 5
A LA T IR B HE 2D B2 A Bildn, 98, 3k L [ 38, B 3
K ANPE S B BAR T 1 1, R A ZEAE RS rh 3 (R R
HISALE 85 PR JE (R S0l Pr S RO B (33 ) Bk
BAATEMAIA PR T s A 2 R 22 .
WA SRR AET o A pih 2 €5, BT CAH RT3k b 75 RO 35
7R E R, BINH S AR RGHEAEZIE R, B
e, T 2 BAR N E T 2B G RIRIR, ERE M EE—

- Y,

TERRA L, SRR, e sy, #04 {8 e HORUAE .
EANBRAERFHIBRST , Scbiorn N RIIFELH AN & 1t 2,
IFER S TR TRk, &I ELLE Rk, @
R — USRS T 4R SRS =] “ oL an R B e
KA R AL SHAEF A B R, Al — R
FE—SE— R AR B b, IESUE RS R A RIS
HRME A ETRE L, BRI
7, & GUIRBOE 4 TR Lo 2 KB EZ R
i B AR MRS R IR, 7E R I EFHbLF R o

FERR IS b, BORARTHAT S5 SRRk, ERA A 55R
ERRAR A B 58, Xt 1 2R ZARROAIE , R 3ttt 2 40
SEHEBIRGER AR, AR BR. A= &L
WERE| R ACIF TR IRAR, K8 B i FERLE
FEAR b A TR R AL R Rt 2B, (B LR B
Bk S, AR BN H OO i A
b AR S RERER TR —HE B A TE M T AR S R R,
HfEKR A A EITEFAH", B taifs 3 o —8—%
LGB AR HEADRY , T B SR SuO A HER Y B RS s
LI e —FPE KA AE b T A58 25 IR TR . FR TR AL
P8, A T UESE Bkt B FER GRIR) ; d i 1A 4E5d 7
TR N BRI 1OSHER RISk, RO Lk o R 4R
B AGE AU (BIEIR) s i 1k BG EIE SH  5H
PR Pl SR AT AT B , 40 5 A A6 0 R PR F O RS , =T LA R L
FIRBRRE E R PAE R X S 5, AR SER AT, Bk
e, S, 2ADFRFELYA s B R E-L Bt
K2 b RBEIRTEZE AR RS, AT 5 S HHBE" I3
MO L, EARBUE 5.0 " B R i b




AT o AR RIS, AR AR, RER
B . RS BRI , R — A B R EEAS
A R — e T, AT TR SRR TR . 0 R
PAZE P A b , ik R — /ML & 8 2 R TR R A
2 7 R R B 3 Bl A S OB N B Skt A

YESTE SR v ] B AR AR 2 A, FE-R IR 1 o
d R T B SR R B R L R 5P RS
R AR R 225 AR LA RO T B SRk , B TR
RAIZEA—#, 5 HER AEEEERXFHERE
Atk A RARE Y 5 —Fhi Bk 2, A AFRA B =ia Ak

AR 1 i C 2B/ BIAEE, AR R, A RIRY
Ak, AR SR e, G T A RIAREE 2R, R
T AT “ B 2™ H R, Bl AR AR A D XU , B M ik 58
e, SRR 75 2, BB PR AT, SCS iR R BE S 1
H-45 % I FNET , SRR BTN , S all, £t , KAUE
R, EIL S M & G2, AR TERRIL T HXk.

eI 72 b, v ] R AR A Y i, K Ak ] S —FhLA
B ARAE ST b 2 BRADSL AR s 7Y , AR IADL R e
w1 REARTE S AN B R AL Rk 2, B E R A
TP SR , ) B R T A A R s RRAR T
AR B RS R , RERES AR KRB =2 Y
ARG PR TS A RS R AL, BT e
Tt A e R BRAR B 2 AR R e, = TR A sl i
W I b B T IR B R AACHR 5B, BT ROERAR
T & AR R TR K, TCREA AR SR AEIRZMN

SRk, o E R ER T EA, }\Vw-ruﬁ‘ﬁ' kARt

AT LRGN FRIVG AT AR BRIIMER E, ZA

1 SR A A\ PR AR B, BRI NE R , & A9 SCiE
GRS X AN A0 AE R X, (R BRI Z
A, VAL RAE, Se B R LML, Pl BOE R L&
R EREAT T —Fh 5 AR TRFLOER T E SRR o 3
T,

FRNR b SRk AT R R T . T2 70 LRI RIEAR
i, Bl T 21k AU EARAE. BT —4H A% L)
S B, 22 L f R 3 28 1 66 A s R 1R — o o 3
Eh et , L IR DT T e , B 6 15 A A SE Y
ARG TR (& REEER AR RN ER
HA A4, BTl Ak L"iQiIﬂ’-fofﬁH%&mu‘.4«'.
(R &5 5 55 PN (L IR A B o 4 T T RO
AR B 5 v LTS S 2 Y B 2R Mﬂgﬂltxﬁ’x%zﬁ

e 3 AR MO 5, IR T € L B i 450
2 BRER DU — FhAH R A A T LERREE
Wbt SRR i, e E TSR AT IR ARy
P AE PR L, 4 T "kibﬂxuﬂl' B RS,
BRI IS A BT, 1 T B A8 3%
ATLABEAE— Fi i a@«;:zmx

rh [ R R AR E A, R FCRR R rh A RO St
HI—/ BT, A HIRZE B, EE ATREREL , e & R
£ T SCI T B S A, (3 R AR B 5 SR T40R
¥R, AR 4 W N IR 1 SRR 55 A , SURRGEC
R RAF B , RIS R ek o SR LA IR B30 HE
ST 8 R st ik SO AR AR , B A 1B VR T LAMEE R
BRE b, T b B & RS AR A AR PR AT > (A
5 # e gt , HHIE B £ B R BRI ZAR TR,
2 AUk 25 75 TR O BR LR

S PR R A v E E AR AR U A 1 R AR
WSo b 2 kA R T KUk 2 R A o ) R R AR AR
Wi, MR R R R R A 2R Z M — A B,



ART BEYOND TIME AND SPACE - CULTURE
CARRIED ON THE BODY

Many years ago, people wondered what kind of
scene it would be if all nationalities, dressed in their
traditional costumes, walked out of the deep mountains
and forests and got together. If they talked about the
stories of their dresses, what it would mean to us?

In the summer of 2000, this dream came true -
the First Chinese Nationalities’ Costumes and Ornaments
Exposition was held in Kunming - the city of eternal
spring. It exhibited more than 15,000 pieces of traditional
costumes and ornaments of the 56 nationalities in China
from the Tang Dynasty to today, along with countless
newly designed nationalities’ costumes, ornaments and
fashion clothes. At the same time, there were shows,
exhibitions for sales, seminars and an all nationalities’
get - together. This exposition created 4 world records,
which were, the exhibition with the most numerous ethnic
costumes and ornaments; the largest - sized ethnic
clothing, being most numerous in number and style, and
incorporating all the nationalities; the most numerous
designs competing in the ethnic - style fashion design
contest; the contest with the most numerous models from
the most numerous nationalities. It is no exaggeration to
say that it was the first time that ethnic costumes and
ornaments of different places in China and from different
historical times have been completely and systematically
displayed since Pan Gu, creator of the universe in Chinese
mythology, created the universe. The exposition
presented the history written on the body and the art
dressed on the body.

The imbalance of social development makes great
differences in each nationality’s social formation, history,
culture and tradition. Viewed from the costumes and
personal adornments only, we have found that they are a
kind of "living fossil". Until now, the original way of
making clothes, wrapping in animal’s fur or dressing with
tree leaves, still can be seen in ethnic groups, such as the
Yi, Qiang, Naxi nationalities’ goat skin or woolen felt
wrappings, the Drung nationality and Nu nationality’s
sackcloth wrapping blanket, bamboo sheet puttees and
wood loincloth, the Zhuang nationality’s straw clothes
and the Li nationality’s kapok clothes. The fish - skin
clothes and boots of the Hezhen nationality and the hide
hats of the Lhoba nationality and the Daur nationality
reflect the history of the nationalities who make their
living by fishing and hunting; the pullover, kapok tree
cloth and ‘fire weed’ sleeveless jacket of the Yi, Li, Yao,
Blang nationalities have a very long history; as for the
nationalities with a complete dressing system, such as

the Han nationality, Manchu nationality, Tibetan




nationality and Dai nationality, they have strict
regulations about who should wear what kind of dress
and what kind of pattern should be embroidered on the
dress. The ethnic costume art, known as the living history
museum, supplies numerous vivid materials to explain
the missing historical enigma lacking in historical
records.

China is a multinational country. Over several
thousand years, ethnic groups joined together, broke up
from a group, annexed other groups, changed their names
and clothes, and finally derived multitudinous
nationalities. Although they live in different natural
environments, speak different languages, have different
customs and culture, in substance, they penetrate each
other. By the time of the founding of the People’s
Republic of China, there were 56 nationalities confirmed
by the state. But even in one nationality, different
branches living in different places have different names,
costumes and personal adornments, languages and habits.
Some nationalities’ branches have more than 100 names.
Their costumes and ornaments are one of the outer marks
to distinguish ethnic groups, resulting in many designs,
colors, shapes, materials and forms.

The materials of Chinese nationalities’ costumes and
ornaments mainly come from the specialties of the places
they live, such as tree leaves clothes, hide aprons,
sackcloth blanket, arrowroot shoes, bamboo shoes,
bamboo shoot hats, coir raincoat, cotton skirt, ‘fire weed’
sleeveless jacket, kapok cloth, asbestos cloth, sheepskin
jackets, yak felts, silk and ornamental materials such as
wild flowers, bamboo, vine, thorn hairpins, stone
bracelets, bird’s feather, animals’ teeth, agate, copper
button and silver baubles. The ethnic costume art has as
many varieties as the number of products that can be
found in the natural environment.

Ethnic costumes mostly use the natural colors of
their surrounding: indigo plant, safflower, madder, velvet
vine, wax, buffalo’s blood, carbon, lime, alkali,
colophony, glue made of animals’ skin and egg white.
These colors make the ethnic clothes bright and colorful.
Indigo dye, rattan dye and wax printing are special dye
crafts used in ethnic costume art. The blue color of the
hand woven cloth dyed with the indigo plant is very pure;
the yellow and red color on materials dyed with
gamboges, madder and colophony are transparent and
elegant. It is very beautiful to weave the light gray yellow
russet with brown yarn. Wax printed objects are favored
by many different people groups and have been popular
for hundreds of years for their white patterns, plain colors
and special health - preserving medical effects. These
natural dyestuffs and dyeing crafts strengthen the local
flavor of the ethnic costume art.
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The great differences in natural environment,
cultural tradition and living habits between the ethnic
groups form the rich and colorful ethnic culture and the
multiple levels of the ethnic costume culture.

In respect of color, the dominance of white or black,
originates from the idea of the interaction with the gods
and the spirit of the ancestors; colorful colors mean that
if it is not corresponding to the color of the heaven or
god’s world, it should be in keeping with the fortune or
the five elements. Such examples are, the Tibetan,
Mongolian, Hui, Qiang, Bai, Pumi and Naxi nationalities
who prefer to use white because white is the symbol of
sanctity in their legends or belief; the Yi, Hani, Lisu,
Jingpo, Lahu nationalities favor black (or dark blue),

because black in their religion is the solemn color for
sacrifice, the spirit of their ancestors’ bones and the place
where man is born.

As for design, there are traditional rules to decide
to be heavy and complicated or to be simple, and use
rich color or plain color. Designs are the symbol of the
heaven’s order or some value concepts of human beings.
With the alternation of the emperors, Hu dress (non -
Han nationalities living in the north and west of China
in ancient times), Yi (a name for the ancient tribes in the
east) dress, Manchu nationality dress and cheong - sam
prevailed for several hundred years respectively. But for
the common people living outside, they dressed
according to their environmental conditions and tradition.

Also with design, there is no limit of the meanings
that can be assigned to the ethnic costumes. The designs
of the ethnic costumes are the imitation of the natural
things and feelings of nature’s fantasy. They weave the
things that they can see, such as the sun, the moon, stars,
clouds, mountains, and rivers on the brocade and
embroider the things they can touch, such as trees, birds,
beasts, worms, fishes, flowers and grasses on their
clothes. They sew a tiger - shaped hat and make
underwear for children to show that they are the
descendants of the tiger group (the Yi nationality). They
give the elderly who are over sixty years old, headgear
inlaid with 105 silver baubles to grant these senior
citizens good luck forever with this lucky number (the
Hani nationality). The spirit of the ethnic costume art is
not only represented by the beautiful form “carrying on
the body”, but also by the romantic charm realized in
the mind.

The long - standing Chinese ethnic costume and
ornament art, during its development, formed its unique
picture composition, perspective relation, the line and
diamond design, color relation, the relationship between
time and space and the aesthetic taste of the sense of
reality. Similar to other folk art, they belong to"another
design system, which some call the third design system,
different from the western art and Chinese traditional
art.

The art of Chinese nationalities” costume and
ornaments is only a small facet among-the broad-and
deep Chinese nation’s culture, but-its brightness-and
dazzle have gained much recognition and renowi.
Through these costumes, we could probably in a sénse
know the great differences of the living environment,
habits, history and culture between each ethnic group in
China and obtain an insight into the psychological
background of the art formation and the aesthetic styles
of the colorful ethnic costumes.
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STYLES

The diversity of the dress is a significant
part of the development of an ethnic culture, as
well as being symbolic of people’s greater
demand for culture. Clothes, originally designed
to meet the practical needs for protecting the
body and keeping warm, have developed more
and more forms and varieties, which have been
influenced by politics, ethics, religion and
aesthetics. In respect of the form, clothes have
changed from being one piece of single - layer
cloth covering the whole body or part of the body
to several layers covering different parts of the
body respectively, which may include
undergarments, outer garments, upper garments,
lower garments, head dress and foot wear. In
addition, the materials, colors, designs of
clothing and the ornaments have become more
and more various. Dress may be classified into
various categories: such as sex and age: which
can be broken down into such categories as men,
women, children, youngsters, middle - aged and
elder people’s dress; ceremonial use: baby - wear
(or new - born baby clothes), adult clothes (or
the clothes used at adult initiation ceremonies),
wedding dress, grave and mourning apparel;
according to the social role: there are dresses for
people of different levels, such as court dress,
work clothes, military uniform, imperial harem’s
dress, sacrificial dress or religious dress and
multifarious ceremonial dresses, casual suits and
trade uniforms. With a wide distribution of ethnic
groups with different social systems, their clothes
are not limited to one style, but are rich in color
and style.

In order to appreciate the costume art of
Chinese nationalities better, we may simply
classify the numerous and complicated ethnic
costumes into the following four kinds:

Headdress

The headdress is the most attractive part of

Chinese ethnic costume art. The design of the headdress is often the
most prominent part presenting the specific property, features and style
of the ethnic costume art.

There are two kinds of headdress, hats (or caps) and kerchiefs. The
latter one is the commonest form of Chinese ethnic headdress. Among
kerchiefs there are many and varied forms, with twining, draping and
hanging types being the main ones.

ijper garment

The various Chinese ethnic dresses employ rich imagination and
creativity of this part of the clothing. The following styles are of particular
note.

Primitive draping dress 1t is a form left over from ancient times
when human beings still lived by eating animal’s raw meat and dressed
in animal’s fur. The draping method of the "Drung blanket" used by the
Drung Nationality basically follows this ancient way of draping.

Short upper garment Short jackets have many forms, which are
widely worn by the nationalities engaged in farming work. The most
common jackets are the garment with buttons down the front, the garment
with a front slanted opening, the garment without any opening at the
front and sundry short sleeveless jackets, which usually cover only the
upper body above the waist or the thigh. Some short jackets are very
short, such as the short garment of the Korean Nationality, which is only
20 centimeters long; the short gown of the Dai Nationality, which only
reaches the naval ; women’s gown of the Hani Nationality, which simply
covers the upper body over the chest.

Gown or robe The gown or the robe follows the ancient Chinese
"Shenyi" clothes style - a kind of ancient Chinese robe which is a
combination of an upper garment and a lower garment. These can also
include the overlapped - collar garment (similar to kimono), pullover,
garment with buttons on the front - left or front - right, garment with
buttons down the front, etc. Among them, the archaic overlapped - collar
garments are now rarely seen but can still be found in some ethnic groups
in the south part of China, such as the Dong Nationality, the Li
Nationality, the Gaoshan Nationality and the Jino Nationality.

Dress for the lower part of the body

Most ethnic women wear skirts. The main styles of skirt include
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one - piece, long skirt, straight skirt, pleated skirt
and strip - skirt - the part below the waist are
strips or ribbons.

Trousers were called Kua in ancient times
and had two trousers legs, the top being tied to
the waistband by string. They had no crotch and
looked like leggings or leg covers. This kind of
crotch - less trousers were covered with a skirt
or gown. In northwest China where the weather
is cold, most women of the Dongxiang
Nationality and Kazak Nationality like to wear
embroidered leggings over the trousers, which
is practical for easy movement and good for
keeping warm. These kinds of trousers are hardly
seen among the nationalities living in southwest
China, except the Shui Nationality’s leggings
called “hongba”. Most ethnic groups in the north
of China wear loose trousers which are more
suitable for the northern climate, while the ethnic
groups in the south have many styles of trousers,
which can be loose, tight, long or short.

Leg wrappings and footgear

The leg wrappings and footgear are also
called footwear in China. The ethnic groups
living in mountains or wild jungle usually use
leg wrappings on the shank to prevent been hurt
by rocks or thorns.

Leather boots or felt boots can be regarded
as the combination of leg wrappings and shoes.
Generally, the ethnic groups in pasture areas
usually wear leather boots, while those living in
farming areas wear felt boots.

Although many ethnic groups living in the
southwest sub - tropical area do not wear shoes,
they have some special varieties of shoes such
as the bamboo strip shoe of the Maonan
Nationality, the Mawozi shoe (shoes stuffed with
hemp to keep feet warm) of the Qiang
Nationality, thin buckle straw of the Buyi
nationality, heelless straw sandals of the Dong
nationality, protruding toe cap shoe and falcate
toe cap shoe worn by the Gelo nationality.

In the past, ethnic groups seldom wore
socks, but had bare feet. They even wore shoes
without socks. Only the ethnic groups wearing
boots wore socks made of wool, cloth or felt.
The Russian nationality, Pumi nationality, and
Nu nationality wear woolen socks; The Kazak
and Tajik nationality wear felt socks; the
Dongxiang nationality, Xibe nationality, Dong
nationality and Shui nationality wear cloth socks.
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