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Ethnic Folklore

The Mujiang Grand Gorge is a scenic region situated in the northwest part of Yunnan, China, which competes
the beauty and the grandness of the Colorado Gorge in America, At the northern tip of the gorge and among the
steep mountains lies Gongshan Dulong and Nu Autonomous County. The county borders on Myanmar in the west,
neighbors Tibet Autonomous Region in the north and is adjacent to Shangri—La in the east. It is well known for
its beautiful mountains and rivers, unique ethnic folklore and abundant natural resources,

Gongshan County lies on the border of Yunnan and Tibet. It is B82 kilometers away form Kunming, the capital
city of Yunnan and 248 kilometers away from Liuku, the seat of MNujiang Prefecture. The County covers an area of
4506 square kilometers, stretching B0 kilometers from west to east and 160 kilometers from south to north, Its
population density is 7.2 people/square Kilometer.

Located in the connection area of Eurasian and Indo—China plates, Gongshan County has a complex geological
structure. It is within the Hengduan Mountain area. The branches of the Himalaya Mountain, known as “the World
Roof” and originating in Qinghai—Tibet Plateau, winds its way from north to south into Gongshan County, thus
forming the three major mountains in the area, including the Dandanglika Mountain, the Gacligong Mountain and the
Biluo Snow Mountain, The Dulong River and the Nujiang River run through the county and form the magnificent view
“the Three Lofty Mountains and Two Deep Rivers”. With high mountains, deep gorges, steep cliffs, winding rivers,
roaring waters and unpredictable climatic conditions, this place enjoys the most special topographic features, the
richest resources of species and the most superb landscapes along the Nujiang Grand Gorge. It is also the center
of the landscape "The Co—current of Three Rivers”. Thus it is praised as “the Pearl of Three Rivers”.

There are four nationalities that have been living in Gongshan County for generations, including the Dulong
people, the Nu people, the Lisu people and the Tibetan pecple. Because of the underdevelopment of their society
and economy, their customs, culture and historical sites are kept in good condition. Such primitive moral qualities
and production methods remain intact as personal honesty, slash—and—burn cultivation, hunting and gathering. These

are called “the Living Fossil”.
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