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A Pictorial Guide to Baicheng
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Baicheng - A Pearl on the Horqin Grassland

Fang Li, Mayor of Baicheng City

Baicheng is known as the place where the white cranes linger. The city lies at the meeting point
of Jilin and Heilongjiang Provinces and Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. Its administrative
area covers two smaller cities, two counties, one district, and 92 towns and townships, including
the cities of Da“ an and Taonan, the counties of Zhenlai and Tongyu, and the district of Taobei.
Its territory extends over 26,000 square kilometres. The city is today a distribution centre in
northwest Jilin for commercial goods moving between Jilin, Heilongjiang and Inner Mongolia, as
well as a centre for economic and cultural exchange. It is rich in natural resources and enjoys a
favourable location and an advanced transport and telecommunications infrastructure. In both
economic and social terms, Baicheng is making rapid advances. Its agriculture is growing
consistently more intensive, at the same time as becoming a model of ecological benefit; the
structure of its industry is being optimized, while its competitiveness is growing rapidly thanks to
massive reforms and a wider opening to market practices; its market environment is improving; its
infrastructure projects are flourishing, so that the appearance of the city is regularly being
transformed; and its environment, in both town and countryside, has undergone major improvement.

Its advantaged ecological environment is the city” s most precious resource. This stretch of
magical land on the Horgin Grassland lies in the drainage basin of the Nenjiang River and its three
branches, the Tao" er, the Jiaoliu, and the Huolin, which together nourish the city. In summer,
green waves surge across the grassland, and flowers of every colour are scattered like flames, or
stars, or silver and gold embroidered on silk. Flocks of sheep roam Horgin against a blue sky. A
wetland is formed by the floodwaters of the rivers, combined with the waters of more than 300 lakes
in the drainage basin, among them Moon Lake and Xianghai Lake. Together, like stars dotting the
sky, they cover a vast area of the grassland. The secondary primeval forest of Mongolian Yellow
Elm in Xianghai and Sihai and on Mount Xinglong is the only remaining home of this tree left in the
world. The forests, the grassland, the sand dunes, the swamps and the lakes form a complex
ecosystem, together with the wild plants and animals that live in it, and which contribute to the
reserves of the natural gene bank and the eco-diversity of the city, and provide such rich materials
for the development of the city " s eco-environment and for promoting tourism on a sustainable
basis. The city also offers an important habitat and breeding ground for rare birds, including Red-
crowned Cranes, White-naped Cranes, Great White Cranes and Bustards. And the Xianghai
Nature Reserve has been registered as a Grade A Listed Wetland by an International Environment
Organization. Baicheng is now known as the Northern Kingdom of Eco-diversity and a Paradise

for Rare Birds.

The Baicheng CPC Commission and municipal government have, in recent years, been putting
much thought into such issues as the protection of the city ‘s eco-environment and the develop-
ment of its eco-tourism resources. A simple golden triangle pattern for eco-tourism has been
developed, based on the Xianghai and Momog State Nature Reserves and the Chaganhot
Tourism Development Zone. These reserves and zone underpin the development of the city” s
eco-tourism, together with 26 other areas of urban interest and the Moon Lake and Nenjiang

Tourism and Holiday Resorts.

The residents of Baicheng are hardworking, simple and hospitable people. They are happy to open
their doors to home and overseas visitors, who are likely to lose themselves in the beautiful scenery
of the Horgin Grassland and revel in the true friendship of the local people and the unique folk
culture that mixes Mongolian and Han features.
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Spring in Xianghai
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In July 1986, Prince Bernhard, father of the Queen of the Netherlands and a member of the International Crane Foundation, visited the wetlands of Xianghai

E R B R EIPX 6§ A Brief Introduction to Xianghai National Nature Reserve
EEER A A RP XA TBGERIL70 AR, RPEFR10.55 5 AW, BitK Xianghai National Nature Reserve lies 70 kilometres to the northwest of Tongyu

A5 PR, FATKRLE, aBtReRss

KA AW BE bR County, and covers an area of 105,500 hectares. It extends 45 kilometres from north
Ay M o {:P)j/'__‘. MmEF. /,/JL,
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to south and 42 kilometres from east to west. With an ecology that includes lakes,

REREREMS, YKL, BN KRS X EHEM, WIAEREE

i, SELHEENIIMSEERIMMNERTIES), @EEANERESESR marshlands, sand dunes, grasslands and secondary virgin forests, Xianghai is home

HE  HSHRE. to many species of birds, such as the Red-crowned Crane. It 's also a Class-A Listed
HEEEKEIAE HEEEAWBO AR, HEEEAZERIARETONE Wetland, to which the WEO (World Environmental Organization) attaches great

Tk ZE T A SR AR 2 X importance. Each year, bird-watchers from many countries visit Xianghai, a place that

has become a centre of international ecological research and a “paradise for birds.
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Xianghai in Spring
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Xianghai in Autumn




2 B —FF S / Red-crowned Crane of Xianghai
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