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Part One

A General Introduction
to English Writing

q)
L
Writing in Our World

Writing is a way to reach out to your world. When you write, you write to someone. You
write to be read. Writing is also a way to find out about yourself. It is a way to explore your

ideas, feelings,and dreams. Sometimes you write for others and sometimes you write just for

yourself. Sometimes you write to explore ideas.

Writing is creating, and you are its creator. Writing is thinking, and it is discovering what
you think. Writing is a way of finding out about your world. Writing is a way to change it!
That is a powerful thought. Writing is powerful. It is a powerful tool in your world and in the

wonderful world of language.
—ideas from World of Language
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Types of Writing

Different types of writing are required for different purposes. In general, we can divide
writing into three kinds: narration, description, and exposition .

Narration tells “what happened.” It tells a story. It is the kind of writing that we find in
novels, short stories, and biographies.

Description tells how something looks or feels or sounds. It talks about such features as
size, shape, color, sound, or taste.

Exposition is the writing that explains something. It often answers the questions what,
how and why. Its purpose is to present ideas and to make the ideas as clear as possible.

It is not always easy to decide what is narration, what is description, and what is
exposition. Often a piece of writing includes all three types. A narration may include some
description and some exposition. An exposition may use some narration and description in order
to explain something as completely as possible. Usually it is possible, however, to decide

whether a piece of writing is mainly narration or mainly description or mainly exposition.

\ Pre-test
Which of the three kinds of writing is illustrated by this paragraph?

One day a crow stole a piece of cheese from a woman's kitchen and flew with it toa tree. A fox who was very
hungry saw the crow. He said to the crow, “You have a beautiful voice. Won't you sing for ne? " The crow vas very
pleased by the complinent. As he opened his mouth to sing, the piece of cheese fell to the ground. The fox
snatched the cheese and ran away.

n Narration

There are various ways to organize the sentences in a piece of writing. In narration the
sentences are usually organized according to time order. One thing happens and then another
thing happens, and the events are told in the same order.

We are familiar with time order because we have noticed it when we were reading stories.
The story we just read in the Pre-test about the fox and crow follows time order. The sentences
in the paragraph tell the story just as the events happened. To show the order of events, the
sentences could be arranged like this:

A. A crow stole a piece of cheese from a woman's kitchen.



. He flew with it to a tree.

A hungry fox saw the crow.

. He said to the crow, “You have a beautiful voice. Won't you sing for me?”
The crow was very pleased by the compliment.

He opened his mouth to sing.

. The piece of cheese fell to the ground.

. The fox snatched the cheese.

. He ran away.

H m O R R D O

Because the events happened in a certain order, it is important that the sentences in the
story follow one another in a certain order. Suppose the sentences were arranged like this:

— He ran away.

— A crow stole a piece of cheese from a woman's kitchen.

— A hungry fox saw the crow.

~— He opened his mouth to sing.

— He said to the crow, “You have a beautiful voice. Won't you sing for me?” etc.

If the sentences were arranged like this, the story would be so mixed up that we could not
understand it. We can see how important it is to arrange the sentences in good order.

To gain a good order, sometimes we need the help of time-order words. If we read the
following paragraph about kite flying, we will notice that the italicized words tell about time

order.

Kite flying began long ago. For thousands of years people have sent kites soaring into the sky.
Recently kite flying has become popular. Today hobby shops sell many kinds of kites. Are you ready now to try
this sport? At first you may feel clumsy. Before long you will gain skill. Soon you will learn to control a
kite. Sameday you may even enter kite flying contests.

Practice 1|

1. The sentences that follow have no order. Write the correct order on the lines provided.
1) A. George liked one of then, '

B. The librarian gave him three books to look at.

C. George visited the library.

D. He checked the book out and took it home with him.

E. He asked for a book to read.
2) A. The small car turned over.

B. There was an accident at the street corner.

C. The two men inside it were badly injured.
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D. A large truck hit a small car.

E. The police took them to a hospital.

. The house began to leak.

. Then leaks began in other rooms.

. Fortunately the rain stopped then and the sun came out.
The bad leak started in the living room.

. It rained steadily for two days.

m O O w

y £ ¥ ’

4) A. They came to school ready to write the exan.
B. The students studied very hard for it.
C. He was sick that day.
D. They found that the teacher was not there.
E. The teacher said he would give an examination.

¥ ’ , ’

2. Think about the list of topics that follow. Put a T before each topic that you would

probably develop according to time order if you were writing about it.

1) The Importance of Good Health Habits

2) My Vacation Trip

3) _ Spring Is My Favorite Season

4)  The Characteristics of Indian Music

5) Wy I Want toBea Lawyer

6) _ How I Spent Last Sunday

7) ____ The Growth of Opportunities for Women in Business and the Profession
8)  MyFavorite Actor

3. Write the sentences below as a paragraph, and discover how the story goes with the
time-order words .

A, At first I felt annoyed.

B. One day my sister told me to go to fly a kite.

C. I next asked my sister to help me make a kite.

D. Finally she agreed to do it.

E. Then when I thought about it, I said, “Why not?”

4. Copy the sentences in Exercise 1 in paragraph form. After you have copied the
sentences in paragraphs, read the paragraphs to make sure that you have put the sentences in
the correct time order. Also be sure that you have copied the sentences correctly, with no

mistakes in spelling or pronunciation.



Description

We have seen that narration usually follows time order. Description may follow various
kinds of order, depending on what is being described. If we are describing a man, we will
choose different things to say than if we are describing a mountain or a restaurant or a dress.

One kind of description follows space order . In space order we tell where things are. This
is the order we will probably follow if we want to describe a place.

For example, here is a description of a classroom.

Example 1; The classroom is large, clean and well lighted. The walls are pale green. In the wall at the left as you
enter there are three large windows. The teacher’s desk is in the front. Blackboards cover most of the

wall at the right.

We may notice that the writer describes how the room looks from the door—what is on the
left, what is in front, and what is on the right. It does not matter which way we move in our
description. The important thing is to have some order that will be easy for the reader to

follow.
Now, let’s compare the description using space order with the description of a man.

Example 2; The man who opened the door in answer to my knock was an elderly man, white-haired and bent. He looked at
me over his spectacles, which were far down on his nose. In spite of his age, his dark eyes were keen and
his voice was clear and strong. I noticed that he was wearing a bright-colored sports shirt.

In describing the man, the writer selected the man’s most interesting and most outstanding
features. This description is quite different from a description of a place based on space order.

The kind of description we use depends on what we are describing.

Practice 2| ... . . ——

1. The sentences that follow have no order. Write the correct order on the lines provided.
1) &. There are four single beds on both sides of the room.

. On the desk are some books and newspapers.

. This is a bedroon for the students of Teachers’ Training Class.

. In the middle there stands four desks and chairs.

. It is a small but clean bedroom.

RO O o o>

b y ’ 1

2) A. Behind the house a hill rose sharply.
B. Standing at the edge of the road, I looked up the gently winding driveway that climbed to the front of the
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house.

C. I had never seen such a lovely setting for a house.
D. The hill ended in a curved peak that seemed to frame the whole scene.

. The house stood on a level space surrounded by all oak trees.

b s y b

. 'Then you will come to a hallway leading to the library's music room.

, Walking around the information desk to the left, you will pass a children’s reading room on your right.
. The sign reads, “To the Music Room. ”

. As you enter the main door of the library, you will see the information desk directly in front of you.

. At the end of the hallway, you will see a sign.

b b 4 1

. He spent the first fifteen minutes of the hour working on the first of ten examination problems.
. He spent other minutes doodling on his test paper.

. Jose did not complete his mathematics examination yesterday.

. Like many college students, he does not know how to use time profitably during an examination,

’ y b ’

. Kathy is athletic.

. No one in school can catch up with her at the track meets.

. She has won many swimming awards.

. She is an excellent fencer.

. Her teammates chose her to be captain of the baskethall team.

1 ’ b 1

2. Think about the list of topics that follows. Put an S before each topic that you would

probably develop according to space order .

1) 1EnjoyWeekends

2) _ Shels Intelligent

3) __ Our Campus

4)  LindaIsanArtist

5) R Scenic View

6) __ Our Library ,
7) _____ Nanjing Road on Sunday
8) My Native Town

3. Copy the sentences in Exercise 1 in paragraph form according to the order in which you
numbered them. After you have copied the sentences in paragraphs, read the paragraphs to
make sure that you have put the sentences in the correct order. Pay attention to the space
order. Also be sure that you have copied the sentences correctly, with no mistakes in spelling or

pronunciation.



Exposition

Narration tells what happened. Description tells how something looked or felt or sounded.

Exposition explains something. Here are some examples of exposition.

Example 1: Qur teeth are very important to use. There are two main uses for teeth. One is to chew our food, which then
is easy to swallow and digest. The second use is to help us talk. We put our tongues against our teeth to
make certain sounds. It isdifficult to understand what a person is saying if he does not have any teeth.

We may notice that this paragraph does not tell about a happening and it does not describe
the teeth. The paragraph explains why our teeth are important.

Example 2; The common housefly is very dangerous. It carries germs in its mouth and on its legs and feet. The legs
and feet are covered with small hairs. On these hairs there are thousands and thousands of germs. One fly
may carry as many as 6,000,000 germs. When a fly stops and eats some food, it leaves thousands of germs on
the food.

We may notice that the first sentence says that the housefly is dangerous. Then the
sentences that follow explain what this means. They explain by telling why the housefly is
dangerous and how it spreads germs.

What kind of order does exposition follow? Because exposition tries to make ideas clear
and understandable to the reader, we say that it follows logical order. There are various kinds

of logical order. We will learn more about them as we go on in these composition lessons.

T

1. The sentences that follow have no order. Write the correct order on the lines provided.
1) A. Since there is usually no pain except when the ankle is moved, it gives victims a perfect rest and a
delightful reason to be waited on.
B. It never kills anyone, and it always gets better in a short time.
C. Because a sprained ankle offers all the benefits of an illness and few of the disadvantages, it is very
popular complaint. ‘
D. It brings sympathy and is a reason for a week's absence from.
2) A. Yesterday Mr. Chan kept the Frisbee when it landed on his front porch.
B. Mrs. Brown calls the police whenever we want to play ball on the street.
C. If we happen to stray into Mr. Hardy's yard, he yells at us.
D. All the people on our block give us trouble.
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E. Mrs. Johnson complains that skateboarding makes too much noise.
3) A. I had a terrible morning today. ‘
B. In the middle of a class, I discovered I had left my physics assignments in my locker.
. I tripped over a curh on my way to my political science class and tore my raincoat.
. At the end of the class, the professor would not let me go to lunch on time.
. I slept so late that I did not have time to eat any breakfast.
. I had not turned in my assignments, and he wanted to talk over this problem with me.

L I = B~ i o ]

4) A. When the bus arrives, someone always tries to push past you to get in first.
B. You have to wait in long lines at the bus stop.
C. It is hard to travel to work by bus during the rush hour.
D. It certainly is a relief when you finally reach your stop.
E. A passenger standing near to you might shove his or her elbow in your ribs, step on your toes, or even

drop cigarettes ashes on you.
F. After you pay your fare, you are shoved down the aisle by the rest of the boarding passenger.

? ? 1 ] ?

2. Think about the list of topics that follows. Put an L before each topic that you would
probably develop according to logical order.

1) Weekends Mean Different Things to Different People

2)  IEnjoyed a Honderful Holiday

3) __ APerson You Are Familiar with

4) _ Why Is the Weather Changeable

5) _ MyFirst day to School

6) T Always Feel Lonely

7) ____ ATaleof aLittleGirl

8) __ AVisit toa Foreign Country Is Always Filled with Surprises

3. Copy the sentences in Exercise 1 in paragraph form according to the order in which you
numbered them. After you have copied the sentences in paragraphs, read the paragraphs to
make sure that you have put the sentences in the correct logical order. Also be sure that you

have copied the sentences correctly, with no mistakes in spelling or pronunciation.

~, Post-test
1. See if you can identify the types of writing in the following paragraphs. Mark each
paragraph N (for Narration), D (for Description), or E (for Exposition).
___ The robin is a conmon American bird. It grows about 9 or 10 inches long. The male has a rusty-red breast,
dark gray upper parts, and a blackish head. Its tail feathers are tipped with white. The female is
usually slightly smaller than the male and of duller color. Robins live in North America from Mexico to



Alaska.

____ Special schools have been developed in Iran to meet the educational needs of nomads. Nomads are people
who move from place to place. Because they move so often, their children cannot read or write.
Consequently the government of Iran cannot send letters to them or make agreements with them. To solve
the educational problem, the government has started schools in tents in the nomad camps.

___ The traveler stepped into the hall of the old castle and looked around. It was a large room with stone
walls. Several sleeping dogs lay against the wall on the left. In the middle of the room there was a fire.
The smoke rose to a hole in the ceiling, but some of it remained in the room. The windows, high in the wall
on the right, were not very large and the great roan was rather dark.

___ In 1928 an English doctor was working in his laboratory in a London hospital. The doctor’s name was
Alexander Fleming. One day he found a tiny bit of mold in dish that he was usmgj}n his work. He started to
throw the mold away. Then he noticed that it seemed unusual. He kept the mold and studied it for a long
time. He discovered that it could kill germs. He named it Penicillin,

____ Many foods contain small amounts of substances called vitamins. Vitamins are necessary to the health of
the body. Even if we eat a lot of food, we will not be healthy uniess the food contains enough vitamins.
Vitamins are important for healthy eyes and skin, strong bones and teeth, normal growth, and the
requlation of the work of the body's organs.

2. “Literature unlocks our imagination.” Read and try to appreciate the works of

literature. Then, talk with your friends in what basic writing type each of the pieces is.

A

The month Rinko spent on Mrs. Hata’s farm one sunmer was filled with surprises. Auntie Hata and her sons,
Zenny and Abu, were much nicer than Rinko had expected. The old man living in Mrs. Hata's barn turned out to be
a master kite maker from Japan.

Rinko was amazed when she first walked into the barn and saw the colorful kites hanging from the walls and
rafters. She watched in wonder while the old man painted a samurai, kite with the glaring eyes of a warrior's
face. As he worked, the old man told Rinko about the magic of kite flying. He said that flying a kite lets you
become part of the sky. “You become the kite and the sky and the universe itself,” the old man told her, “and
then we are all one and the same.”

That day, Rinko wasn't sure what the old man meant about the kite and the sky and the universe. Yet one day
she understood his meaning. Here is Rinko's story of how it happened.

One evening when I was washing the supper dishes, the old man came to the back door with two of-his kites.
One was the diamond kite with the cross-eyed samurai who looked as if he'd just swallowed some of Dr. Oniki's
awful brown medicine for stomach flu. The other was the yellow-and-black butterfly I'd seen hanging from the
rafters of the barn. “Anybody interested in flying these before it gets dark?” he asked.

“Yeah, me!” Zenny yelled, and I saw the life suddenly come back to his face.

I noticed right away that the old man had only two kites. He's leaving me out again, I thought. But the old
man thrust the butterfly kite toward me and said, “Well, come on, Rinko. Hurry up and dry your hands. I'11 help

you get this one up.”



