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Preface

1. About this volume

Professor Yuehua Liu retired from Harvard University in the summer
2003. The teachers ( Nyan-ping Bi, Yea-fen Chen, Liangyan Ge, Yao-
hua Shi, Xiaojun Wang, Tao-chung Yao) who taught with her at the
Chinese School of the East Asian Summer Language Institute ( EASLI) at
Indiana University, and also co-authored with her the Chinese text series
Integrated Chinese, sponsored and organized a conference in honor of her
retirement. The conference, supported by Harvard-Yenching Institute,
Cheng and Tsui Company and the University of Hawaii, was held at Ala
Moana Hotel in Honolulu, Hawaii, from July 26-28, 2003. The theme
of the conference was “Chinese Language Instructional Materials and
Pedagogy. ” More than sixty teachers from China, Taiwan and all over
the United States participated in the conference. Thirty-eight papers
were presented at the conference. This volume is primarily a collection

of selected papers of that conference.

2. Professor Yuehua Liw's Academic Life

Professor Yuehua Liu is an internationally renowned Chinese linguist.
Her academic life can be divided into two periods; namely, the China
period and the United States period. The China period started when she
entered the Chinese Department at Beijing University in the late 1950s.
During that period, she received solid academic training under famous
Chinese linguists such as Li Wang, Mingkai Gao, Zumo Zhou, Jiahua
Yuan, Dexi Zhu, and Tao Lin. In the early 1960s, after receiving her
B. A. degree, she became Professor Mingkai Gao’s graduate student at
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Betjing University and received further training in Chinese linguistics.
After finishing graduate school, Yuehua Liu taught at Hongqi University
and Yucai High School for several years. In November of 1974, she took
a teaching job at Beijing Language Institute (now called Beijing Lan-
guage and Culture University) and started her career in teaching Chinese
as a second language. In late 1980s, Yuehua Liu was promoted to be
one of the few full professors at the Beijing Language Institute. She was
also one of the professors who led graduate students. Quite a few of the
Chinese language teachers now teaching in the United States received her

training in China.

In June of 1989, Yuehua Liu came to teach Chinese at the Chinese
School of the East Asian Summer Language Institute at Indiana Universi-
ty, and began her teaching career in the United States. She taught at the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Wellesley College, Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, and Harvard University, and became one
of the most respected Chinese language teachers in the United States.
Chinese language teachers in the States are very familiar with her books
on Chinese grammar and the Chinese language textbooks authored by
her. In appreciation of her life-long contributions to the field of Chinese
language instruction, the Chinese Language Teachers Association pres-
ented her with the 2003 Ronald Walton Award at the Annual Meeting in
Philadelphia. This is the most prestigious award for Chinese teachers in
the United States.

3. Yuehua Liw’s Publications
In the past thirty years, Yuehua Liu has made significant contributions to
the study of Chinese grammar and Chinese language instruction. Since

coming to the United States she has also been producing Chinese lan-
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guage instructional materials. Yuehua Liu has published, either as sole
author or co-author, at least sixteen books and more than 40 articles.
Her books in Chinese syntax include Shiyong xiandai hanyu yufa and
Juzi de yongtu published in the 1980s and Quxiang Hanyu tongshi and
Hanyu yufa nandian shiyi published in the 1990s. The expanded edition
of Shiyong xiandai hanyu yufa was published in 2001. Regarding Chi-
nese language teaching materials, her Short TV Plays, which she co-au-
thored with Shou-hsin Teng, is a classic text for teaching spoken Chinese
at the intermediate level. Integrated Chinese, which she co-authored
with Tao-chung Yao and five other teachers, is now the leading Chinese
language textbook in the United States.

The Editors
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