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To The Students

Before using this texthook, all the students should read the following article carefully.

On the first day when you started learning Chinese, did you expect to reach a certain
level after you had studied this set of textbooks? Did you ever dream that you could
communicate with Chinese people fluently? Did you ever wish to understand Chinese
TV programmes and read Chinese newspapers? Now 1 will tell you, this is not only a
dream, but can be realized in two academic terms. However, I must also te]l you
that not every one of you can attain such a level. After two terms of learning, the re-
sult of each student may differ greatly. There are a number of factors that affect the
result of your learning, lL.et me show you a formula.

R =ACM

R stands for the final result of learning;

A stands for your attitude towards leaming;
C stands for your capability of learning;

M stands for your method of leaming.

The formula indicates that, the result of your learning is generally decided by the
three factors.

The first is your attitude towards learning ( A). Whether or not a student is serious a-
bout his/her studies or whether or not he/she is hard-working should be regarded as
the most impertant factor.

What do we mean by serious and hardworking? To tell you plainly, that means you
must come to class everyday, and follow the teacher’s instructions in doing all the ex-
ercises. What is more, you must de the revision, preview and your homework as re-
quired by the teacher. And never ever loaf on your job!

The result of your learning, to a large extent, is determined by the effort you have
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To the Stadents

made. As the saying goes, “no pain, no gain”. Everyday you will learn something
new in grammar, vocabulary, and do lots of exercises. I you miss one day of classes,
then you will lose all the knowledge tanght that day. Learning knowledge is a continu-
ous process. I you are absent for a few days, you will be lagged behind and can
hardly catch up with others.

Those who are often absent from class always get poor results in their studies. In fact,
they are wasting their time.

Secondly, it is your capability of learning (C). The ability to learn a language varies
from student to sindent. Some are quicker than others. Some have betier memory than
others. This is like children learning their mother tongue. Some begin to talk when
they are one year old or so; some are not able to talk even until they reach the age of
three. It is a fact that there exisis differences among people in leamning languages,
and we cannot do anything to alter it.

According to our experience, about 30% of students have greater capability in learn-
ing languages, about 40% are average, and the rest 30% have problems.

If the average students work harder with beiter methods, they may achieve good re-
sults.

Those who have problems need more time to do more exercises, and work hard. They
will succeed if they do not give up.

The third is the method of learning ( M). This is two-folded: the teachers teaching
method and the student’s leamning method.

Learning a foreign language and studying mathematics differ in psychology. Whereas
the latter emphasizes understanding, the former also requires lots of exercises. After
all, leamning a language is to acquire a skill, which is just like learning to swim or
drive a car that require plenty of exercises.

Language skills include listening, speaking, reading and writing, each of which can
be acquired only after large amounts of exercises. For example, the speaking ability
is gradually acquired through oral practise. This texthook contains a lot of oral exerci-
ses. The students are supposed to follow the teacher in practising pronunciation, sen-
tence pattems and retelling the texis. The louder you speak, the better the result will
be. You sbould practise speaking until you feel at home when you speak Chinese.

Some students are quiet by nature, which is unfaverable to the study of a foreign lan-
guage. You will never be able to speak Chinese without practising it. Therefore, you
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To the Students

must open your mouth and repeat loudly after the teacher in class. It is also true in
regard to the other skills like listening, reading and writing. Therefore, you should
take an active part in doing exercises.

Some cherish the hope that they can use the grammar knowledge and new words as
soon as they learn them. This, however, does not confirm to the rule of learning a
language. It takes a certain period of time to master grammar knowledge and words,
perhaps a couple of weeks or a couple of months or even longer. This is what we call
a ‘prolonged period of acquisition’. For example, you may find it extremely difficult
when you study the first lesson. When you have learned 10 lessons, however, you
will find the first lesson very easy when lookiug back. This is because the first lesson
has already gone beyond the prolonged period, and you have become familiar with it.
As the class hours are limited, you’d better practise more after class to master the
knowledge quicker.

Some students demand that the teacher explain grammatical rules in details. We must
make it plain that this is not the right way. You will only have to understand the
meaning of a grammatic rule. Most of the time in class should be used to do exerci-
ses, If you spend too much time on explaining grammatical rule, there will uot be
enough time for practice and you will lose the opportunity to use your grammatical
knowledge.

Some show little interest in doing the exercises of listeniug, speaking, reading and
writing, while they make great efforts trying to learn by heart grammatical points and
new words. Again, this is wrong. Great amounts of exercises will help you cultivate
the feel for the Chinese lauguage. Even if you can remember the grammatical rules,
they may not come to your rescue when you need them while communicating with the
native speakers. You do not think of grammar when you speak your mother tongue,
do you? Large amounts of exercises are meant to help you cultivate your feel for the
Chinese language. There is no doubt that those who practise more will acquire the
feel for the Chinese language sooner thau those who do not practise a lot. The latter
will always find it difficult 1o speak the language.

The basic training in sentence patterns is an important way to help the students master
the grammatical rules and cultivate their feel for the Chinese language. Some think
the sentence patterns taught in class are not normal ways of communication, and that
they should learn the normal communicative language. This view results from the lack
of understanding of the psychological process of mastering a language. In daily com-
munication, with the changes of language situations, language patterns vary greatly,
8o one has to learn the hasic patterns, the kernel of the language. If one has a good
command of the basic language patterns with a large euough vocabulary, one will be
able to express himself or herself. So we have to start with the basic sentence pat-
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To the Students

terns, and you are expected to make great efforts in this aspect.

Some students want to have oral classes, thinking that they can learn to speak only
hy attending oral classes. This is a misunderstanding of this course. Our practices
in phonetics and sentence patterns virtually achieve the purpose of oral classes. We
conduct our classes in this way; First, the teacher demonsirates, then the students
imitaie and practise repeatedly. when you hegin to learn Chinese, you have to
practice the pronunciation loudly. At the very beginning, we lay special emphasis
on the correct pronunciation and intonaiion. When practising sentence patterns, we
require the students to be thoroughly familiar with the patterns so that they can
speak spontaneously. This is your starting point from which you learn to speak Chi-
nese. If you can use the sentence paiterns freely at this stage, you will be ahle to
gradually cultivate the ability of expressing yourself in Chinese, and you will not
have to attend any oral class. Without adequate practices in sentence patterns, you
will not achieve much in an oral class. So conscientiously mastering pronunciation
and sentence patterns means a good foundation for the further study of the Chinese
language. If you work hard and follow our advice but you still find it difficult to
speak , then you have problems with your capahility to learn a foreign language. Do
not worry, for it only means you need more practice and it may take a longer time to
cultivate your speaking ability.

Quite a few students think it is very difficult to learn to write Chinese characters.
Well, indeed. Chinese characters have their own rules, and following these rules
step by step, you will not find it that hard to learn to write Chinese characters. This
set of textbooks has a volume specially dealing with writing Chinese characters to
teach you such basic knowledge as strokes, order of strokcs and parts. These are es-
sential to master the Chinese characters, and therefore, you should practise in rcal
earnest as required. As the saying goes, “practice makes perfect” , it is also true
of learning to write Chinese characters. You will gradually find it not so hard to
master them. The number of the most frequently used Chinese characters is about
3,500, which are composed of abont 400 parts. Parts are made up by strokes,
which only numbers a dozen or so. Their interrelations are as follows:

Strokes Parts Chinese Characters
A dozen or more Over 400 Over 3,500

From above we can see clearly that the strokes are the basics. Naturally, to master
the parts is also essential to the study of Chinese characters.

Before class, You are supposed to preview new words and grammar points of the les-

son ( refer to the word list for new words and the last section of each lesson for gram-
mar). Try to learn hy heart the new words of the lesson and understand the text. Be
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To the Students

ready to ask any questions you have about the lesson in class. With your preview of
the lesson and the teacher’s guidance, the class will produce a good effect. Without
your preparation before class, you can imagine how hard it will be for you to remem-
ber all the 30 words of each lesson on the spot.

To sum up, if you have an active attitude towards leaming, great capability to learn
and a good learning method, as well as a good teacher, you will certainly achieve
good results in your studies. However, if you do not work hard, and often play tru-
ant, you will end up a poor student even if you do have a good teacher, and what you
can achieve in three years will be no more than the achievement of those hard-working
students in one year.

All heginnings are difficult, and it is also true of learning Chinese. However, if you
have completed the study of sentence patterns, you will find it easier to learn as you
go on. In fact, the majority of the hard-working students can master Chinese. You
should have confidence in yourself.

Good luck to you all.

Compiler

Chen Xianchun
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