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FOREWORD

"Man is the soul of the universe. The human being is the ever-lasting theme in art creation”.
"Art image is the soul of art, the inexhaustible inspiration for artists."
Portraiture, being an individual art form, creates lots of wonders in art history in the West.

In China though there are excellent portrait works in the different time periods. There are never so many portrait masters as in the west

because portrait artwork is always developed within Chinese figure paintings and never able to develop by itself.

When China was newly established, there emerged a group of portrait works on party leaders and national heroes, which established the
basis of portrait art in China. With the development of China's economy, the value of the human being became more and more important.
Respect human being, study human being, interpret human being became hot public topics. Portrait art thus became popular in society
and the art market.

Now we are in a period of integration and diffusion of different art forms and thoughts. Different art techniques: East and West negotiate
with each other. Traditional Chinese Fine Arts painting shows its inclusiveness and flexible qualities in this period. A group of prominent
Chinese young artists start to examine human beings' state of living. Through the technique of traditional Chinese fine arts painting, the

strong and powerful portrait images they create receive a great amount of attention in society.

With the aim of highlighting this traditional Chinese painting style, Beijing Institute of Traditional Chinese Fine Arts Painting has
organized this China Young Artists Portrait Exhibition.

Being the very first Portrait exhibition in China, we believe this exhibition is an important event for the traditional Chinese painting
style.

Special thanks go to all the people who have been involved in bringing this exhibition from an idea to reality.

Beijing Institute of Traditional Chinese Fine Arts Painting, December.2005
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