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The story of The Legend of White Snake has been told for
over eight hundred years. It’s said by the old that the story
happened during the Southern Song Dynasty (A.D. 1127-
1279). A white snake came from the Emei Mountain and
transformed into a beautiful lady named Madam White. She
fell in love with an assistant in a pharmacy named Xu Xian.
Originally, they were a loving couple. Yet, a Buddhist monk
from the Golden Mountain Temple named Fa Hai tried all he
could to tear them apart. There was a pagoda named Thunder
Peak Pagoda by the West Lake. Later, Fa Hai imprisoned
Madam White under the pagoda. Fortunately, like the Chinese
saying that “good will be rewarded with good, while evil with
evil”, the couple got reunited at last. Moreover, the evil monk

Fa Hai had to hide himself in a crab shell out of scare,
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becoming a poor “crab monk”.

SKREA TRRITITX T ABBBE,

Now, let’s see what had happened in this moving story.
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Chapter 1 The Birth of White Snake

RKEEEMBIH Ik,
The story should begin from the birth of White Snake.
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Why was Madam White a white snake? The story goes
like this. There was once a man named Zhang Tianshi, who
had great supernatural powers. In his neighborhood, when
people came across any demons or monsters, they would ask
him for help. Zhang Tianshi was so famous for his art to subdue
ghosts that he was busy hunting ghosts outside all the year

round.

B—R, tHZ0FNR, HLRMERMEIERS

One day, when he was home, his mother talked to him.

“JL, MRBANEBBIASI, WA, EAFRK
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“Son, you are always busy outside helping others. You
should spend some time taking care of our family, shouldn’t

you?”

‘B, REEHTAS? BEZARRER, H—EEM”
“Mum, what do you want me to do for our family? Say it
and I'll do it.”

‘U6, IMAREEERNNET o BI/LIKBARER, XAXK
BERIA, GEAEE, BSHIMXTHFIFORBNTAZ?
“Your younger sister is old enough to get married. The
other day, someone came to propose a marriage alliance. It
should be your duty to spend some time checking it out

whether that young man is suitable for your sister.”
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“Sure! Sure!” Zhang Tianshi promised immediately. Their

¥



father had died long before, leaving two children and their
mother. Now that Zhang Tianshi’s sister had reached the age
of marriage, he, as her elder brother, should show concern
about it. Then he asked his mother about the groom-to-be in
detail. The young man lived at the foot of the mountain not
far from their house. He had a three-room tile house and lived
a quite well-off life on his own. He wanted to marry Zhang
Tianshi’s sister, so he asked someone to propose a marriage
alliance for him. Now he was waiting for their reply, whether

they agreed or not.
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The next morning, Zhang Tianshi got up very early and
went to check the young man out in person. He did have the
three-room tile house. What’s more, he raised an ox behind
the house. He seemed to be a well-off farmer. Besides, the
young man looked handsome and strong. Zhang Tianshi talked
to him for a few words and found the young man quite upright
and just to his liking. But he decided not to say much in detail

and went back home.
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When he arrived home, Zhang Tianshi talked it over with
his mother. They both agreed to the marriage. The following
was easy to handle. A woman matchmaker was sent for and
the marriage was settled. Then the wedding ceremony was
held. Zhang Tianshi’s sister was taken to the young man’s

house 1n a bridal sedan chair.
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Unexpectedly, three days after the wedding, when the
bride was back home, Zhang Tianshi’s mother felt that surely
that something had gone wrong. Her daughter had been healthy
and beautiful before the marriage. Why did she appear so pale
and spiritless only three days after she lived with her husband?

RIS, FeRid, HRBE BRIz, &) LHIZA T,
KReRELR, BE: @, SHABSEREBECNA, ¥
REHLAA? 7

The mother felt so sorry for her daughter, but she said
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nothing and hurried to cook a meal for her. Yet, the daughter

didn’t want to eat, just crying with her head down.

R, — RS
Still crying, the daughter began to talk.

‘Wi, SFBHBOVXTFBING ., FFTREI00K
Kb, SRR, BALECHKSBRE T IKIRIE? ~

“Mum, Brother hasn’t made the right decision for me on
this marriage. He is famous for subduing any demons and
monsters. Why did he get me, his own sister, married to a

monster?”’

“TTA? EIR? "
“What? Monster?”

‘BIE. BABERRE, FEKXRKARN. BLTE, £
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“Yes, my husband is a monster, a snake, I doubted.
Because his body felt so cold when I touched it. When having
sex with him at night, [ was so tightly wound that I couldn’t

even breathe. If Brother weren’t to rescue me, I shall be dying.”

X—f, WIS, R ERHKIT — U@, £RRE,
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Hearing this, her mother was scared to death and hurried
to Zhang Tianshi. She was so angry that before saying
anything, she gave him a beating first. Then she said angrily,

“How come you got your own sister married to a snake?”
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How come such a thing could have happened? Zhang
Tianshi was also shocked. After he had asked his sister for
the details, he had to believe that such a thing did have
happened. He blamed himself for being too self-confident to
recognize the snake monster. However, he knew that what
had happened could not be changed and blaming was useless.
The important thing was to save his sister. Therefore, he gave
his sister a pair of chopsticks made of rose wood and a bowl

printed with pear blossoms.
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Then, Zhang Tianshi told his sister, “After you go back
to his home today, fill half the bowl with water, and place the
chopsticks on the bowl. Put the bowl and the chopsticks under
your bed but don’t let your husband know about it. When you
sleep together at night, if he remains as a human, let it be; if
he is transformed back into his original shape, run away from

the house as quickly as you can. Understand?”

“WCHES

“I see. I’ll do as you told.”
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Then, Zhang Tianshi’s sister went back to her husband’s
house. At midnight that day, as was expected, the young man
was transformed back into a python. No sooner had she run
out of the house than she heard a huge noise. The whole house

collapsed, and the python was pressed into a pile of flesh.
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Zhang Tianshi’s sister went back to live with her mother
and her brother. The mother cooked meat for her every day,
and she gradually regained her vigor. Nevertheless, because
she had had sex with the snake, she found herself pregnant.
Ten months later, she gave birth to a little white snake, which
became Madam White later in our story. As a matter of fact,

Madam White was Zhang Tianshi’s niece.
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Zhang Tianshi’s mother was quite worried after her
daughter gave birth to a snake. She thought this should remain
as a secret; otherwise her son’s reputation would be damaged.
If people knew that he couldn’t even tell whether his own
brother-in-law was a human being or a snake, they wouldn’t
hire Zhang Tianshi to subdue ghosts any more. Thinking of
this, she wrapped the little white snake in a bag and discarded
it into a wild field.

20
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Coincidentally, a man named Xu Xiao’er, who earned
his living by selling roast cakes and fried twisted dough sticks,
walked by and saw the bag. He opened it and found inside the
bag a little white snake, as thin as a chopstick. The little snake
was nodding to him. Xu Xiao’er felt quite lonely living all by
himself, so he decided to take the snake back home as
company. Then he took it home and fed it with cakes and
dough sticks every day. When he had time, he even talked to
the snake. Though it couldn’t speak, the snake behaved very
well and never caused any trouble. Three years passed, but it

remained as small as three years before.

HIB=F, BT, 5K, WX, BTIES
AXLNOHERT, REBDHBL—KE, TAET, RN
RER—FABR, BEEE4E, RIBRMS, INEZ,
BRI, ZXAE—RETIE, WRDIERTEE, XIUE

PBEE, KK L—LBEKE, RRE—FAW, XTEAT



’ 4@@ -3 v % v %\3
B KK IFEBTNZ3548, RIS RSB, SABIBY
A7, RiREST—FRIFABILIE!

Then something happened during the third year. One day
when Xu Xiao’er was out, an old lady living next door came
to his house to borrow something. When she looked through
the fence, she saw a big white snake inside the house. The
snake was so thick, with its eyes shining like copper bells,
that the old lady almost fainted with terror. It was so
unbelievable that she asked a few neighbors to check together
whether what she had seen was real. The huge snake proved
to be true. Then all the neighbors went to Xu Xiao’er and

scolded him for raising such a dangerous animal.
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Xu Xiao’er wouldn’t believe it, saying, “The snake I have
been raising is a very small one, as thin as a chopstick, like a
pet. It hasn’t grown any bigger in the past three years. Why
do you all say that it is a huge snake?” However, now that

everyone said so, he wasn’t so sure of himself.
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The next day, Xu Xiao’er went out to sell roast cakes and
fried twisted bread as usual. Yet, to check in person whether
his neighbors’ words were true, he came back earlier by taking
a shortcut. He looked into his house through the fence. He
couldn’t help taking a deep breath when he saw there was
really a huge white snake inside his house. It was so

frightening.
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In the evening that day, when Xu Xiao’er was back home
again, he said to the little white snake, “Snake, you have lived
with me for three full years. You must have been fed up with
cakes and dough sticks. Now that you have grown up, [ can’t
raise you any longer. If you stay on, all the neighbors will
drive me away. I have no choices but let you go. Wherever
you go to cultivate yourself for enlightenment, don’t hurt any

human beings. Do you understand?”




