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Preface

The beautiful scenery of the West Lake of Hangzhou
is well-known all over the world. The West Lake is a
bright pearl on the earth, although it was endowed by na-
ture. But great changes have taken place over the thou-
sands of years. The original embankment of the lake was
right under the foot of the hills, but now, the body of wa-
ter is far away from them. The West Lake was formed
through sediment and became silted up as a result of hu-
man activities many times. The lake would already have
turned into land without the constant dredges from one dy-
nasty to another. So it has been very difficult for the West
Lake to look so beautiful today, and for its people to gain
such material comfort and lead such a happy life. It’s all
because of the good protection and management, and ev-
erybody 1s delighted to see the recurrence of the past
whole view of the West Lake “one lake, two pagodas,
three causeways and four islands” once again.

I am very fortunate in living by the Xi Zi Lake, and
have the pleasure of enjoying its picturesque scenery.

When I was far away from home, or even in a foreign



country of ten thousand kilometers away, my heart was at-
tached to the hills and waters of the West Lake. Since my
wife died of illness and left me forever, I have often
toured with her to the West Lake in my dreams. In recent
years, I have traveled to every comner of the West Lake,
and been to many places which I’ve never visited before.
I began to feel: “the ten views of the West Lake come to
us in different ways, and the hills and waters of the West
Lake are endless.” The West Lake has an abundance of
scenery and historical sites to offer. When I was making a
tour among the lovely mountains and waters of the West
Lake, my worldly cares and worries disappeared all of a
sudden. I was totally enthralled in them and even forgot to
go home.

Here enclosed in this book are some of the pictures I
have taken in recent years to show the beauty of the West
Lake in four seasons and the talks I have given in English
salons about the West Lake over the years. Each chapter
of this book contains three parts which are the English
version, Chinese version and photos. I want to describe
the scenery of the new West Lake everywhere and my
feelings of the places of interest, with more than 100
closed-up photos attached. The photos and writing are e-
qually important. As I recollected when 1 was touring the
West Lake together with my wife, we’d talk about the



West Lake in detail, tell each other the feelings of the
sight, and how happy we were then. Now the West Lake
looks even more beautiful. But I can no longer tour the
West Lake together with my wife. I am deeply touched.
Therefore I give this book the title “Talks About West
Lake in Detail” in memory of my wife who rests peaceful-
ly by the side of the West Lake.

The beautiful view of the West Lake is difficult to
capture in writing, and my writing is artless. It would be
made known to the domestic and overseas friends who
love the West Lake ardently. If it could help them under-
stand the West Lake, it would be my unexpected harvest.
Each piece in this book is short and trivial, and is unable
to cover all aspects of the West Lake. I’d be most grateful
if my readers will point out my mistakes in them.

The English version of this book was revised by Pro-
fessor Shen Fugen of the College of Foreign Languages,
Zhejiang University. The Chinese version of this book was
corrected by Professor Hong Zhanhou of the Chinese De-
partment of Zhejiang University. Both of them have helped
a great deal in improving the quality of my writing. 1’d
like to express my heartfelt thanks to them.

Xu Yinggeng
Jan. 2005



F
]

 mf

EH+=
Wi RS
Rk H
i BE XL 7T
XU 1 7=
IR
=EHA
TEH WA
[t
EL: 24
PR %

001

&  Table of Contents

Preface
The West Lake

Ten Views of the West Lake
Melting Snow at Broken Bridge /009
Autumn Moon Over the Calm Lake /014
Lotus in Breeze at Crooked Courtyard /018
Twin Peaks Piercing Clouds /024
Spring Dawn at Su Causeway /028
Three Pools Mirroring the Moon /032
Viewing Fish at Flower Harbor /037
Evening Bell at Nanping Hill /042
Sunset Glow at Leifeng Pagoda /046
Orioles Singing in the Willows /050

FHAH+E Ten New Views of the West Lake

FEAWE
Bl ER
[RHIE R
pIRES L]

Precious Stone Hill Floating in Rosy Clouds /054
Yellow Dragon Cave Dressed in Green /059
Sweet Osmanthus Rain at Manjuelong /063
Dream of the Tiger Spring /067

Nine Creeks in Misty Forest /071



002

JeF R
oy I RS
E2 KT
RILEKK
TRy 6781

348 o L) 53 7 42
05
FiR

P L B 32F

SN

C 1 e
RS

7435 B4t
HEFRE B
H— 4B
BESE - ARit

HWib=
PO & A1
PERAT R/ VNG
ERYE IR

ik =Sl
PO FE H
PUMH AR 4 Bl

Enjoying Tea at Dragon Well /075
Bamboo-Lined Path at Yunqi /079

Flying Clouds Over Jade Emperor Hill /083
Sky Wind Over Wu Hill /087

Ruan Gong Islet Submerged in Greenery 094

Islet and Causeway in the Lake
Mid-Lake Pavilion /096
Bai Causeway /099

Scenic Spots of the Solitary Hill
Zhongshan Park /103

Wen Lan Ge /106

Lou Wai Lou Restaurant /108
Xiling Seal-Engravers’ Society /111
The Site of Su Manshu’s Tomb /115
Jing Yi Academy /119

Crane Pavilion and Lin Society /122

Views North of the Lake

The West Lake Expo Museum /126

Xiling Bridge and Su Xiaoxiao’s Tomb /132
Yue Fei’s Temple and His Tomb /137

Views West of the Lake
Hangzhou Flower Nursery /142
Hangzhou Botanical Garden /146




ER
RGN
R

VA -4 7
(3
E
TR A

HE =W
5 — o>l
Wt - Wk
B EH
ik 4B

KAF
Ay it
BRI

003
Jade Spring /151

Visiting Lingfeng for Plum Blossoms /155
Lingyin Temple /158

Cuiwei Pavilion /163

Eight Pagodas and Nine Dragons Altar /166
Yang Gong Causeway /169

Guo’s Villa /174

Yu Qian’s Temple and His Tomb /178

Views South of the Lake

The First Lakeside Park /183

Yongjin Pool and Yongjin Tower /185
King Qian’s Temple /189

Ten Thousand Pines Academy /194
(Wansong Academy)

Long Bridge /198

Six Harmonies Pagoda (Liuhe Pagoda) /201
Tidal Bores of the Qiantang River /205



i #

The West Lake

i

PRI — 1, = m 3, — w3, AT
BN T B AT, SRR P I

P AR SR AE R RIS LA E A
L e T 649 SR LR B 5 A VS 9 1 ) T U A ) R
BT sy, JRYDTETE O UE AR [ 2 T TR R R
T ERIETL S P 2 1B B — i mh AR IR 1B S S R T
BRI, FOR RIS A A — V5, ISR AZ LU SR 7K e
B, PR BRI B, 418 A% B4 26 it /) 4% i PG 38

Pa WA A 7 S B — R IR EE B IR A 3 58 PR W TS
Kz, KRR T, BZRE, BB EIZ 4%k
0 o DS ARBR PR BRI, AR T WG I, 4
B BT T O B SR ALK R A HROK R A R K
FTRAED, BEME, WASEE LRG3, T FR
ZE S REE ASK BTEBRE=AWE, 7
BB, N AR T, 0% T Al T 5
B TTHR, P A0 H IR BB AR NE BLG B
SN T = By iR R Ve W8 Y 7 5 DL IE

BRFABRES HEGMR L =4 8 FHa
I, BS AR AR T R R R B e N R A E
WA TH A AR AT TR U CHI M R MR h B3l

001



O
LAKE

T

002

DETAITL

IN

WEST

ABOUT

TALKS

FEBRPER, ERHNE,
HEL—H, FRFABFRLR!
HESEP, RMEAFH,
REG—HAK, BHEEXF
H 1999 £ E 2003 £ 3 A1k, FAMIN &I T —K
20 42 50 AR Ok B R HA M BiIR | L iR 9 i ik U
340 JIL 7K T E K IR 1.65 KiAF 2.27 %,
P KB 5.6 FFFXIRR 6.5 FhHTXK,
PO =ML, AR MEEmA w L EBE L EE
W JAEW KEL RA WL B KB R, SRR
M, tEA R JtE Al &K E 40
& BRRduil, IR EEARR LT 400 K, A A F, MK
RIARME  FATAMPY T ERRALSYE B K
PR VRS TR K LI ok OB X9 BE St M
N HEGFEGSARBEILKESAEEBRAT
WL KO EETBKEER—F—BRER—A
—3 BB LR SRR B 60 EKREFHE] 120 B,
PO H B PR €2 B8, LR R AR R AE 7 Bl
L3R b FE VT A B AE Ay AR A A PO, BT LA ARV F i, 7
i NUNR s = 7 NI B = - el A SIS E S B o S 15
WP s SCAGET I . DR AR A AT .

HRRTR, HELER,
REAMATR, #RA4e
BITRAR, EEmbmIn AW LK E S E




i #

The West Lake

Z AT T TRBR BT EY, REEW K

M, HEREHM M, 2 LA BESFE T

B+ R ERE

19854F , b M Tl X m A 3k , K iR B 7 A FT#&

FIVEEES) , B EAME " FFEB TR, LILE

K, MREBMALENE , EE T HFEFORE, AR

RERX,FEE HAR BIAFHRX, K _-_EAAH

RIS , 6 1L BE B & S5 T BT AN B AR BNk gE T
% EFES LY IR FEERE,

The West Lake

The West Lake was a lagoon converted from a small
bay. Because it is located in the west of Hangzhou, it is
called the West Lake. There are hills around the lake on
three sides, and the city proper lies just by the lake on
one side.

In the ancient time, the West Lake was a shallow bay
opening into the Qiantang River, and the Precious Stone
Hill in the north and the Wu Hill in the south encircled
this bay by its mouth. Later the sediment accumulated
gradually by the pounding of the ocean tides, the mouth of
the bay was blocked and changed into land. Between the

003



it

ABOUT WEST LAKE IN DETAIJTL

TALKNS

Qiantang River and the West Lake, the bay left the river
and formed a lagoon. This lake was washed by water flow-
ing down from nearby mountains, dredged and man-
aged by the local population from generation to genera-
tion. The West Lake has become a world-famous lake.

The history of the West Lake mainly is a history of
the lake being silted and dredged. It was made by nature.
But great changes took place in its long history. It was
repeatedly dredged and silted up. Therefore the West
Lake was also man-made. The aim of dredging and
protecting the West Lake in all past dynasties was not
only for sightseeing but, more importantly, for drinking
water and the irrigation of farmland. The Ming Dynasty
scholar Tian Rucheng said: “In terms of dredging the
West Lake from ancient times to the present, the best
achievements attribute to the three people: Bai Juyi, Su
Dongpo and Yang Mengying.” Together with Ruan Yuan
in the Qing Dynasty, they did their best to dredge the
West Lake and made outstanding contributions. The Bai
Causeway, Su Causeway and Yang Gong Causeway, lesser
Yingzhou Isle, Mid-Lake Pavilion, Ruan Gong Mound are
all man-made and are historical evidence of the dredging
of the West Lake.

In the Tang Dynasty, poet Bai Juyi had the West
Lake dredged and made great contributions to the people
of Hangzhou. When he completed his term of office as




B

The West Lake

governor and left Hangzhou, the local citizens saw him off

to the lakeside with tears in their eyes. He wrote a poem

entitled “Words Written at Parting with Citizens”, two
lines from which read:

“What I left behind is a body of water,

for you to tide over the year of famine.”

From December 1999 to March 2003, the West Lake
experienced the largest scale dredge ever since the 1950s,
and 3400 thousand cubic meters of silt in all was dredged
from the bottom of the lake. The average depth of the lake
water reached from 1.65 meters to 2.27 meters. The lake
area increased from 5.6 square kilometers to 6.5 square
kilometers.

The lake is surrounded by hills on three sides. In the
south and southwest are Dragon Well Hill, Lian Hill,
Southern Peak, Yanxia Ridge, Daci Hill, Lingshi Hill,
Nanping Hill, Phoenix Hill, and Wu Hill. They are
generally known as the Southern Hills. In the north, there
are Lingyin Hill, Northern Peak, Fairy Hill, Qixia Ridge,
Precious Stone Hill etc., generally known as the Northern
Hills, less than 400 meters in altitude. Woods, springs
and rock-caves are beautiful. The main brooks which flow
into the West Lake include the Gold Sand Harbor,
Longhong Brook, and Long Bridge Brook. The floodgates
which adjust the water level of the lake are Shengtang
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floodgate, Yongjin floodgate etc.. Now the water of
Qiantang River is drawn into the West Lake by pumps
near the White Pagoda Ridge after it is purified,
increasing water outlet. Instead of once every year, the
West Lake water is replenished once every month.
Visibility has also increased from originally less than 60
centimeters to 120 centimeters now.

The West Lake used to be called Qiantang Lake in
the old times. The poet Su Dongpo of the Northern Song
Dynasty in his poem said: The West Lake is as beautiful
as the ancient beauty Xi Zi. Therefore it is also called Xi
Zi Lake. The West Lake always looks beautiful in all the
four seasons. It offers countless historical and cultural
sites. Su Dongpo said:

“The West Lake offers the best sight in the world,

Whether the tourist is foolish or wise,

He enjoys himself in a greater or lesser degree,

Nobody can pretend to be a know-all.”

In the Southern Song Dynasty, the painters of the
court wrote down on their landscape paintings the poetic
names around the West Lake, and as a result, the Ten
Views of the West Lake came into being. In the Qing
Dynasty emperor Kangxi made a tour of Hangzhou. His
inscriptions of the Ten Views of the West Lake were en-

graved on stone tablets standing in pavilions. The “Ten




