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whisker

wick

“I've never eaten squid before, but
I'll give it a whirl.”
“The car looks fine. Do you mind
if 1 give it a whirl before I decide
whether to buy i?”

whisker
by a whisker = by a very narrow
margin _
“The car came round the corner
and missed me by a whisker.”
See also: cat’s pyjamas/whiskers.

whisper
See: stage whisper.

whistle

whistle for somethtg = ask for
something but with no prospect of
getting it
*“If those children want their ball
back out of our garden they can
whistle for it!”

See also: blow the gaff/whistle on
somebody; clean as a whistle; wet
one’s whistle; whistle in the dark.

whit

not a whit = not at all
“The judge listened to the defence
argument but said he was not 4
whit convinced.”

white

cive somebody a whitewash = beat an
opponent (at a game) before he/she
has scored at all
“I played Victor at darts and it was
a whitewash - he beat me three
gamet to nil.”

white as a sheet = very white
“What frightened you? You’ve
gone as white as a sheet.”

S+¢ also: bleed (somebody) white; in
black and white; hoist/show/wave

the white flag; show the white
feather; swear black is white;
white-collar worker; whited
sepulchre; white elephant; (great)
white hope; white lie; white man;
white man’s burden.

whizz

whizz kid = somebody who is
intelligent/keen and progresses
rapidly in his/her job
“David is quite a whizz kid; he
went from assistant salesman to
sales manager in just Oover two

years.”

whole

on the whole = considering
everything '
“There were one or two
unsatisfactory moments, but on the
whole our holiday was very
enjoyable.”

See also: go the whole hog; the
whole bang shoot.

whoop
whoop it up = have a
hoisterous/enjoyable time

“The rugby team likes to whoop it
up after a match, especially if they
win.”

why

whys and twherefores =
explanation/(all) the details
“Tell me the result — never mind
the whys and wherefores.”

wick

get on somebody’s wick » greatly
annoy somebody
“My neighbour’s dog keeps
barking and it’s really getting on
my wick.”
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wind

wicket
See: sticky wicket.

wide
See: far and near/wide; give a wide
berth (t0); off/wide of the mark.

widow
See: grass widow; widow’s weeds.

wife
See: old wives’ trales.

wild

be wild abour = be very enthusiastic
about, or be angry about
“I’'m wild about their new recorgd.”
“I’m wild about losing my gold
fountain pen.”

See also: out in the wilds; run wild;
sow one’s wild oats; spread like
wild fire; wild goose chase; wild
guess; wild horses wouldn’t.

wilderness
See: voice crying in the wilderness.

will
ar will = wben one wishes
“I keep most of money in a current
bank account so that 1 can draw
some out at will.”
“Load your rifles and fire at will.”
with a will = with determination
and energy
“The waiter brought the food and
we started eating it with a will.”
with the best will in the world = no
matter how much one tries/wants
“I haven’t got any more so I
couldn’t give you any, even with
the best will in the world.”
See also: willing horse.

willies
give one the willies = make one feel
frightened/uncomfortable

“He looks quite normal but there’s
something about him that gives me
the willies.”

win

win somebody over = persuade
somebody (to give help/support)
“Your father doesn’t approve of
motorbikes so if you want to buy
one you'll have to win him over
first.”

win through = persevere and
succeed
“It’s going to be hard work but
we’ll win through in the end.”

you (just) can’t win = it seems one
always fails
“Every time I block a hole in the
fence to keep the dog in he gets
out somewhere else — I just can’t
win.”

See also: carry/win the day; win by
default; win hands down;
winning streak; win one’s spurs;
win/lose the toss.

wind

get/have the wind up = become
anxious/frightened
“My wife gets the wind up
whenever she has to go to the
dentist.”

get wind of something = learn
indirectly sbout something
“Mike got wind of our forthcoming
engagement and laid on a surprise
party for us.”

in the teeth of the wind = with the
wind against one/in one’s face
“The sailing boat could make little
progress in the teeth of the wind.”
in the wind = being planned
(secretly)
“I hear that some drastic changes
are in the wind.”
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with

“1 was worried about you and
didn’t sleep a wink all night.”

tip somebody the wink = give
somebody (secret) advantageous
information
“I'm looking for a cheap, reliable
car so tip me the wink if you hear
of one.”

See also: a mod is as good as a wink
to a blind horse; forty winks.

wipe
wipe something out = cancel/destroy
something
“The money I won on the football
pools has wiped out all my debts.”
“All four aircraft were wiped out
by missiles fired from the ground.”
wipe the grin/tmile off somebody’s face
= reduce somebody’s
confidence/pride
“Peter thought he was the club’s
best tennis player but my daughter
beat him in straight sets - that
soon wiped the grin off his face!”
See also: sweep/wipe the floor with
somebody; wipe off the face of the
carth.

“wire

get/have one’s wires crossed =
misunderstand (each other)
“I think we must have got our wires
crossed — | was talking about the
daughter, not the mother.”

See also: live wire.

wise
be wise td somebody/something
know about (the implications of)
somebody/something
“Brenda wants me to help ber
decorate her living room, but Fmy
wise 10 her — she’ll want me w0
paint the whole house!™

put somebody wise = inform
somebody
“Arnold can be an difficult person
to deal with so I thought I had
better put you wise about his
strange ideas before you go to see
him.”

See also: be wise after the event;
none the wiser; wise guy.

wish
wishful thinking = hoping for what
is very probably unattainable
“My ambition is to enter
parliament as an independent MP,
but it’s only wishful thinking.”
See also: wish somebody joy.

wit

have/keep one’s wits abour ome = be
alert/careful
“If you're going to hitch-hike
through Turkey, you had better
keep your wits about you.”

to wnt = that is to say (as follows)
“Y need three tools — to wit: a
hammer, screwdriver and bradawl.”

See also: at one’s wits end; live by
one’s wits; scare somebody out of
histher wits.

witch
witch hunt = persecution of
somebody whose beliefs/opinions
are unaccepted by the majority
“He became the subject of a witch
hunt because of his outspoken
views on hamosexuality.”

with
be with somebody = support
somebody, or understand somebody
“I agree, I'm certainly with you on
that point.”

“You go straizht over at the
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work

587 work

moutk = anticipate what somebody
is about to say
“That’s correct, you took the
words right owt of my mouth.”
take somebody at his/her wordfiake
somebody’s word for it = believe
somebody without guestion
“I can’t prove it, you’ll just have
to take me at my word.”
“He said he didn’t do it and 1
could only take his word for it.”
word for word = exactly as
spoken/written
“That’s word for word what she
told me.”
words fail me = ] am unable to find
words to express my feelings
“You have been so stupid shout
the whole thing, words fail me.”
See also: mctions speak louder than
words; by word of mouth; eat
one’s words; exchange words;
from the word go; have a word in
somebody’s ear; man of his word;
mark my words; mum’s tha
word; not get a word in
edgeways; play on words; (just)
say the word; the last word;
words fail me; words stick in one’s
throat.

work

give somebody the works = let
somebody have everything that is
available

“My nephew wanted a special ice
cream so the people in the café
gave him the works: three kinds of
ice cream with fruit and sl] the
trimmings.”

“Go on Paul: you can heat him.
Give him the works!™

g0 to work on something = bogin
working en semething
“I'll have to go to work en that

carpet and try to remove the
stains.”

gum up the works = cause
something to stop working

“The process was working
perfectly until the manager
changed the system and gummed
up the works.”

have one’s work cut out = have a
difficulty to be overcome

“We’ll have our work cut out 1o
get there before nightfail.”

many hands make light work = a
task is easier when one has help
“We'll help you with the washing
up — many hands make light
work.”

out of work = unemployed
“Patrick has been out of work and
on the dole for more than six
months.”

set somebody to work = get
somebody to start working

“The gardener has arrived and I've
set him to work on the lawns
first.”

set 10 work = begin working
“The coffee break is over, it’s
about time yow set to work.”

(afl) worked up = anxious/excited
“It was an accident — there’s no
need to get all worked up about
i.”

work like a horse/Trojan = work
very hard

“1 went 10 see about a job at the
local factory but they pay only
sixty pounds a week and expect
you to work like a horse for it.”

work of art = paint/sculpture or
anything requiring great
artistry/craftsmanship

“The wedding cake was a real
work of art.”

work off = get rid of by exercising
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abandon, desert, forsake mean to leave without intending
to return. Abandon suggests that the thing or person lefl
may be helpless without protection (they abandoned their
cat at summer’s end). Desert implies that the object lefi
may be weakened bul not destroyed by one’s absence (a
lown deserted once the gold ran out). Forsake suggests an
action more likely to brning impoverishment or bereave-
ment to that which is forsaken than its exposure to physi-
cal dangers (forsook his wife and family for a younger
woman). See in addition RELINQUISH.

abase, demean, debase, degrade, humiliate mean to lower in
one’s own estimation or in that of others. Abase suggests
losing or voluntarily yielding up dignity or prestige {a fine
stage actor who abased himself by turning 1o television).
Demean imphies losing or injuring social standing by an
unsuitable act or association (commercial endorsements
demean the Olympics). Debase implies a deterioration of
moral standards or character (drunkenness has debased
the Mardi Gras). Degrade suggests the taking of a step
downward sometimes in rank but more often on the road
to moral degeneration (the public aliercation degraded
both candidates). Humiliate implies the severe wounding
of one's pride and the causing of deep shame (humiliated
by his suggestive remarks; .

abash see EMBARRASS

abate, subside, wane, ebb mean 10 die down in force or in-
tensity. Abate stresses the idea of progressive diminishing
(waited until the storm abated). Subside implies tha ceas-
ing of turbulence or agitation (the protests subsided afier
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aboriginal 4

bear). Béte noire suggests a pet aversion that one habitu-
ally or especially avoids (his mooching brother-in-law was
the béte noire of his life).

aboriginal see NATIVE

abridge see SHORTEN

abridgment, abstract, synopsis, conspectus, epitome mean a
condensed treatment. Abridgment suggests reduction in
compass with retention of relative completeness (a desk-
size dictionary that is an abridgment of a larger work). Ab-
stract applies to a summary of points of a treatise, docu-
ment, or proposed treatment and usu. has no independent
worth {a poblished abstract of a medical paper). Symopsis
implies a skeletal presentation of an argument or a narra-
tive suitable for rapid examination (read a synopsis of the
screenpiay). Conspectus implies a quick overall view of a
large detailed subject (the book is a conspectus of modern
European history). Epitome suggests the briefest possible
presentation of a complex whole that still has independent
value (“know thyself” was the epitome of Greek
philosophy).

abrogate see NULLIFY

abrupt sec PRECIPITATE, STEEP

absolute, awtocratic, arbitrary, despotic, tyrannical mean ex-
ercising power or authority without restraint. Absolwte im-
plies that one 13 not bound by legal constraints or the con-
trol of another (King Louis XIV was an absolute
monarch). Awtocratic suggests tha egotistical, self-con-
scious use of power or the haughty imposition of one’s
own will {the lamboyant, autocratic director of the ballet
company). Arbitrary implies the exercise and usu. the
abuse of power according to one’s momentary inclination
(his high-handed, arbitrary way of running his depart-
ment). Despetic implies the arbitrary and imperious ex-
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ercise of absolute power or control {the most decadent and
despotic of the Roman emperors). Tyrannical implies the
abuse of absolute power and harsh or oppressive rule (a
new regime as tyrannical as the one it had deposed).

absolve see EXCULPATE

absorb, imbibe, assimilate mean to take something in so as
to become imbued with it. Absorb may connote a loss of
identity in what is taken in or an enrichment of what takes
in (can quickly absorb highly technical reports). Imbibe
implies a drinking in which may be unconscious but whose
effect may be significant or profound (children imbibe the
values of their parents). Assimilate stresses an incorpora-
tion into the substance of the body or mind (asked to as-
similate a mass of material in a brief time).

abstract see ABRIDGMENT

abuadant see PLENTIFUL

abuse, vitaperation, invective, obloquy, scerrility, billings-
gate mean vehemently expressed condemnation or disap-
proval. Abuse, the most general term, implies the anger of
the speaker and stresses the harshness of the language
{charged her husband with verbal abuse). Vituperation
implies fluent and sustained abuse (subiected his aide to a
torrent of vituperation). Invective implies a comparable
vehemence but suggests greater verbal and rhetorical skill
and may apply to a public denunciation (a politician
known for his blistering /nvective). Obloquy suggests def-
amation and consequent shame and disgrace (silently en-
dured the obloguy of his former friend). Scurrility implies
viciousness of attack and coarseness or fouiness of lan-
guage (a debate that was not an exchange of ideas but an
exercise in scurrility). Billingsgate implies practiced




