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Foreword 1

Foreword

This is a bibliographical book concerning the researches on the history of
World War II in China, and it is integrating the academic research work with the
tool book.

This book has done its best to display the achievements Chinese scholars have
made in the research field of the Second World War during the past six decades
and to dedicate it to numerous readers as a gift of commemorating the 60th anniver-
sary of the victory of China’ s Anti-Japan War and the world Anti-Fascist
War.

This book aims at three aspects: First, through the all-rounded exhibition of
the achievements Chinese scholars made in the research field of the Second World
War during the past six decades, it will ensure foreign scholars to have a rough un-
derstanding of the history and present condition done in China in this field, and
thus enhance internationally the academic communication and cooperation.
Second, it will provide a medium for the numerous researchers and enthusiasts in
China particularly those who will enter into the research gate of World War II to
understand more completely the history and present condition in this field. Finally,
as my minor contribution to the researches of World Wa; Il in China, it will be
dedicated to the researchers who have done a great deal of hard work in this field
during the past sixty years.

The peculiar principles applied according to the characteristics of this bhook
are: First, it has its comprehensiveness and completeness. It gives an all-rounded
review over the researches in China over the past sixty years, involving every facet
of the research of the history of World War II; its bibliography includes all the ti-
tles of books and treatises that could be collected through many channels. Second,
it has its objectiveness. No matter what level the publishers and journals are in,
and which rank the authors belong to, all the books and treatises are collected.
When analyzing research achievements over the past six decades, generalization

and summation are only given in quantity with no limitation in quality. Third, it
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has its greatest usefulness and greatest convenience for readers to look up whatever
they need in this book.

This book comprises three major parts:

The first part, titled with “the Research Course of the History of World War II
in China and An Analysis of the Research Achievements” , is composed of two
chapters: “A Review of the Research Course of the History of World War II in
China” and “A Quantitative Analysis of the Research of World War II in Mainland
China”.

The second part is titled with “A Summary of Some Major Academic Issues”.
It chooses to generalize 14 central issues that affected the overall situation of World
War Il in order to make the readers to have a complete understanding of the
present research situation about these issues.

The third part is named “A Bibliography of Books and Treatises Concerning
the History of World War II”. In it, “Bibliography of Books” includes 2 502
books concerning this field published during the era of the Public China, and pub-
lished by mainland China and by Hongkong and Taiwan since 1950. These Books
are restored respectively by 15 major libraries in China.

As for “Bibliography of Treatises” , it composes of 8 863 treatises the main-
land published since 1950 (including translated treatises by foreign writers). I
had ever tried my best to compile the treatises Hongkong and Taiwan published in
this book, but could not realize the plan finally because of its limited space, par-
ticularly of the limited techniques, which made me feel sorry. Besides, this book
should embraces the research achievements of Anti-Japan War in China, but I gave
it up due to too much achievements and books in the same topic that have been
published. But “Bibliography” includes the research achievements of some issues
mutually related to the Anti-Fascist War of the whole world, such as Sino-Foreign
relation during the Anti-Japan War, the military strategies of the Kuomintang Gov-
ernment and CPP, the atrocity of the Japanese militarists in China and so on.

Special thanks are given to people without whom this book could never have
been completed and published, notably to two persons. One is General Huang-
Yuzhang, the Honorary President of Chinese Association for the History of the
World War Il , who was an old soldier of Anti-Japan War, and had ever been Vice-
President of National Defense University, one member of the Standing Committee
of the National People’ s Congress. He named the name for this book. The other is

professor Hu-Dekun, present President of Chinese Association for the History of
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the World War Il , vice-president of Wuhan University, who wrote the prologue of
this book.

Zhao Wenliang
Renmin University of China
2005. 4. 25
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