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The Watch

Ee watch was my grandfather’s. It hung by his bed. The
face was marked with beautiful Roman numerals and the case was
gold—heavy and beautifully carved. It was a magnificent watch
and I often gazed at it longingly as I sat with my grandfather in
the afternoons after school.

Grandfather, ill as he was, always liked to have me there.
He would often ask about my progress at school. The day I told
him of my success in the examinations, he was pleased as Punch.
“You'll be going to the new school next then, Will?” he asked.

“Then college,” I said, seeing the path straight before me.
“Then I shall be a doctor. ”

“That you will, I've no doubt, but you'll need plenty of patience. Patience and hard
work. ”

“Yes, granddad, "I said.

“Aye, Will, that’s the way to succeed. ” He moved restlessly with the bed sheets. “It
must be getting on. ”

I handed him the watch. He gazed at it for some moments, and wound it. When he
passed it back to me I held it, feeling its weight. '

“That watch was given to me for fifty years of faithful service with my firm,” my
grandfather said proudly. MHe had been a blacksmith, though it was hard now to believe
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that those weak hands had once held the huge blacksmith’s hammer.

One evening at the height of summer, as I was leaving him, he touched my hand.
“Thank you, boy,” he said in a voice grown weak and tired. *And you’ll not forget what
I told you?”

I was suddenly very moved. “No, granddad,” I promised, “T’ll not forget. ”

The next morning my mother told me that he had died in his sleep.

When his will was read, I learned that my grandfather had left me his watch. @My

mother was to hold it in trust until she considered me old enough to look after it, and she

wanted to put it away until then, but I protested so strongly that she finally agreed to hang

it in the kitchen where I could always see it.
The summer soon ended and it was time for me to enter the new school. 3Q)I have

never made friends easily, and for a time I did little more than get on speaking terms with

the other boys. @ One of them was a well-to-do fellow whose way of impressing the rest of

us was to display his possessions before us. Crawley’s bicycle was new;his boots were of

the best leather, everything, in fact, that Crawley had was better than ours—until he
brought the watch.

Yes, said Crawley, the watch had a beautiful second hand and luminous figures, and
wasn’t it absolutely the finest watch we had ever seen?

“I have a better watch than that,” 1 announced.

“Yeah?”

“Yes, I have,” I insisted. “My grandfather left it to me. ”

“Well, show it to us,” Crawley said.

“I haven’t got it here. ”

“You haven’t got it at all,” Crawley said.

“T’ll bring it this afternoon,” I said. “Then you'll see.”

I wondered how I would persuade my mother to let me take the watch, but on the bus
going home I remembered that today was washing day, when my mother put the watch in a
drawer, away from the steam. I had only to wait for her to step outside and I could slip the
watch into my pocket.

I was too excited to wait for the return bus, and after lunch I got my bike out of the
shed. “ Are you taking your bike, Will?” asked my mother. “I thought it needed
mending. ”

“It’s only a little thing,” I told her. “Itll be all right. ”

I rode fast, excitement coursing through me. Then suddenly a small dog ran out into
my path. I pulled at my back brake and the cable snapped—that was what I had intended

to repair. I pressed on the front brake, the bike came to a standstill, and I shot over the
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handlebars. .

I picked myself up, rubbing the side on which I had fallen. GThen I put a trembling
hand into my pocket, and brought out what was left of my grandfather’s proudest
possession. There was a deep bulge in the case, the glass was shattered, and the Roman

numerals looked crazily at one another. I put the watch back and rode slowly on to school,

numb with misery.

“Where’s the watch, Will?” asked the boys.

“My mother wouldn’t let me bring it,” I lied.

“His mother wouldn’t let him,” Crawley said mockingly, “what a story!” The others
took up his cries.

As 1 sat quietly at my desk, a strange feeling stole over me. It was not shame at my
classmates’ mocking, nor was it fear of my mother’s anger. No, all I could think of was my
grandfather lying in his bed, his tired voice saying, “Patience, Will, patience.”

And I nearly wept, for it was the saddest moment of my young life.

(860 words )

TR

. numeral n. word or figure representing a number ¥

.carve vt. & vi. form (sth. )by cutting away material from wood or stone %!

. magnificent adj. splendid;remarkable;impressive - 89 ; XL RAY

. longingly adv. with intense desire 5284

. Punch n. the chief character in the puppet-show “Punch and Judy” FE&F (f£ G AR E R F1
Sl Y HALETF H A ) spleased as Punch very pleased JF % iR

6. wind vt. cause a mechanism (esp. a clock or waich) to operate ,e. g. by turning a key to tighten

the spring b ( RI5HHE) K&

7. blacksmith n. a person who makes and repairs things of iron £k[F

8. trust n. {F¥LI7=;in trust ZFGIRE N

9. get/be on speaking terms with sb. know sb. well enough to speak to him 5% A B iR 2| n] 32

I ‘

10. well-to-do adj. rich;wealthy B# ) ; EF W

11. possession n. personal property FAA W=

12. leather n. material made by tanning animal skins fz %

13. luminous adj. giving out light &%)

14. course vi. (esp. of liquids) move or flow freely ( L3RR Wizh

15. brake n. device used on bikes or cars for reducing speed or stopping 7% ; ZE /7]

16. snap ut. & vi. to break suddenly with a sharp noise ¥iZ43f & HRFIFEF

17. standstill n. halt;stop {51

18. handlebar r. bars with a handle at each end, for steering a bicycle, ete. ( BITEZEH) IEF

“n A WD -
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19. bulge n. rounded swelling; outward curve F{AZ ; ™

20. shatter vt. & vi. to break into small pieces #}F¥

21. numb adj. without the power to feel or move 45 B AY ; BRAHY

22. misery n. great suffering or discomfort ( of mind or body) CAFHIBR AN ) B  MER
23. mock ot. & vi. to make fun of (sb./sth. ) BZE ;8|5 ; mockingly adv. BiFEHb

24. take up to add one’s voice to sth. —j i} MEERIE

HiEEmRE

A SO 23R IERIE , B R RS, fE R LR INIE S, E2AMEHMAUE T
F AL BURA R HAR AL B AR F R . WF—FRIEENFRETT
HBRL , TR T BURM X R TF RN LR E 2 AR E Ao P R EZEAL
X FEFERMUINEEM, T B3 #0482 1 “ That watch was given to me for fifty years
of faithful service with my firm. ” A7 H1E © X FH L B A JE ¥ 5K 9 & X (his
proudest possession) , X NG R FEMEHRAB/RHRNE KEEET TRE, F
B, A2 LA 1B) ] LA H AL =22 1) 0 T R AR AT DA B AR AL TR i B U A B R 3
B, MEREA“R BEHEICHINBESA ST FROER, XHE-PMHET
“H7HEE, (...it was the saddest moment in my young life. )

BB XA LAAHAC I IT 2“ .. you'll need plenty of patience. ” “... that’s the way
to succeed. ” “Tt must be getting on. ” il [ © A ELYERSZ Bl AT - 00 X FRR B K Ui
REAWEE , RETHEENEFTEFAMOCHSEMAR, DFEEHE, EXEER
A ULAR S FRGE )

HAABIE

1. He had been a blacksmith, though it was hard now to believe that those weak
hands had. once held the huge blacksmith’s hammer. fthidJ:J&—fIkIE , RE AR HE
HIEARRUE 55 19 T L2 B R BREE

2. My mother was to hold it in trust until she considered me old enough to look after
it, and she wanted to put it away until then, but I protested so strongly that she finally

agreed to hang it in the kitchen where 1 could always see it. FHJREEARITE B R YK
A, ERIMA IR AT DA B S RE R EHE . BRXMEFRRBIET, BEBATRE
e B, UMERS KAEE .

3. 1 have never made friends easily, and for a time I did little more than get on
speaking terms with the other boys. —H AN , REMBMES ALHE, DETFTEBRK—K
BRI P, 35 HAL B ZAERE E HE ARG,

4. One of them was a well-to-do fellow whose way of impressing the rest of us was to

display his possessions before us. Hpg AR, B REREREE R
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CER
5. Then I put & trembling hand into my pocket, and brought out what was left of my

grandfather’s proudest possession. #RJ5 , WEIH}HF F K4, #HH LB T Kb &5
LA DL,

REHtL
1. Why was it the saddest moment in Will’s young life?
2. What would happen when Will’s mother found out about the watch?
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Lead : wha makes a person more attractwe? Is it good appearance pmper mafce-up,
nice dress, self-confidence or something else? Since Genevieve was a sh‘
asked her to the benefit dance ai the country club. She wanted to go
than anything else. See how things changed for her after she bought th« beau camk"'

Please read the following interesting story.

The Beau Catcher

What had really brought her into Waller’s Department
Store was something definitely not romantic. (1) She had

promised her mother to get herself a pair of boots, but as she

wandered through the store, she was looking longingly at the

things she couldn’t afford or wouldn’t be allowed to wear.

That two-piece bathing suit, for instance, was just like the
one Renee Weston had.

Renee Weston, yes ... whom Bert Howland was probably

taking to the benefit dance this Saturday, this very night.
And as for herself, who had asked her to go to the benefit dance at the country club?
Why, nobody, for who was going to ask bashful Gnevieve Smith?

She was walking along the aisles with her head down and her heart, to judge from the
way she felt, dragging on the floor behind her. It was the sign BEAU CATCHERS in front
of some hair ribbons that stopped her. Around the sign was a selection of those bow
ribbons for your hair. In every color of the rainbow, it said—pick a color to suit your
personality.

(@She stood there a moment, wondering if her mother would let her wear a big,
showy bow like that, even if she had the nerve, which she didn’t. These beau catchers,

they were the kind—yes—the kind Renee Weston would wear.
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“This would be a nice one for you, dearie,” said the saleslady.

“Oh, no, I couldn’t wear anything like that,” she answered, but at the same time
she was reaching longingly for the green ribbon.

The saleslady, looking surprised, replied, “With that lovely copper-colored hair and
those pretty eyes? Why, child, you could wear anything. ”

Maybe it was only a sales talk, but she didn’t need much urging; she fastened the bow
in her hair.

“No, a little farther front,” the saleslady advised. “One thing you have to remember,
honey, if you’re going to wear anything unusual, wear it like nobody had a better right
than you. In this world, you got to hold your head up. ” She looked at the position of the
ribbon critically and nodded approval: “That's better. Why, you look positively ...
exciting. ”

“I'll take it,” Genevieve said, a little surprised at the note of decision in her voice.

“Now if you want to get another for formal wear,” the saleslady went on, “for a party

or a dance ...’

Genevieve shook her head and paid for the ribbon. 3 She rushed out of the store so

fast that she bumped into a big woman with a lot of packages and almost got knocked over.

As she neared the door, a funny old man was staring at her—a man with black eyes and a
droopy gray mustache under a green hat—you could feel that under the mustache he was
smiling at the beau catcher! It was a conquest, even if it wasn’t much, so she gave him a
glance.

' The next moment a shiver of fright went through her, for the man was actually
. following her. That beau catcher couldn’t ... but this was really dreadful. She started to
look around, but then she heard him call to her. She ran like a rabbit, and she didn’t stop
running until she was a block away.

Suddenly she was in front of Carson’s drugstore, and she realized she’d been
intending to go there from the start, for every girl in town knew this was the place where
Bert Howland spent Saturday afternoons. ‘

He was there all right, sitting at the soda counter, hunched over a cup of coffee, not
drinking it. “Renee turned him down,” thought Genevieve. “She’s going to the dance with
somebody else. ” She sat down at the other end and ordered a soda. Soon she realized that
he had turned and was staring at her. She sat up very straight, holding her head high,
conscious—very conscious—of that green beau catcher in her hair.

“Hi, Genevieve.”

“Why, Bert Howland,” she said, pretending to be surprised, “how long have you
been sitting here?”



