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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics 50 as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part

in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts” Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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A Tourist Diagram of the Famous City of Shexian
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF SHEXIAN

Located at the foot of Mount Huangshan in South Anhui,
Shexian is surrounded by continuous ridges upon ridges.
with the Xin'anjiang River flowing through from the west

to the southeast. According to the country
annals, “The Chinese character she means
gathering i.e., the gathering of waters and
mountains”, hence the name of Shexian.
Since very early times. the forebears of
Shexian have been laboring, living and mul-
tiplying on this ancient land. Till now,
Shexian has found three Neolithic Age ruins
of Taizishan, Xiafengtang and Xinzhou, with
quite a few chipped and polished stone imple-
ments unearthed. In Chinese Civilization
history. the vulgus in Shexian and around
are generally termed as “Yue”. In archeo-
logical discoveries, the material culture and
spiritual culture created here both belong to
the Yue culture.

In the Spring and Autumn period and War-
ring States period over two thousand years
ago, the First Emperor of Qin, after wiping
out six other states in the east, established a
feudal state of centralized authority and di-
vided the country into prefectures and
countries. On the Qin territory, the vast
region of Mount Huangshan and the upper

reaches of Xin'anjiang River were enclosed

for the first time and given the name of

“Shexian”

Qin set up Shexian. Under the rule of the

LR RERK (K)
Porcelain Pillow

(Song Dynasty)

BB £ B EDTE S RCAL T -
(k)
Egg-white Glaze
(Yuan Dynasty)

centralized authority, the Huaxia civilization of the Yellow
River drainage area accompanied by the great political
power, surged to the Yangtze River drainage area and the

entire Southeast China with a mountain-re-
moving and sea-upsetting force, which was
as powerful as a thunderbolt. Through sev-
eral times huge impact and nearly a thou-
sand years'changing, the residents of remote
antiquity who had lived here the numbers of
generations were finally Han nationalized.
The Han-Yue syncretizing procedure was
also the procedure of the ancient She’s strid-
ing towards its glory step by step.

In the later historical evolution, Shexian be-
longed to Xindu prefecture of Kingdom Wu
in Three Kingdoms Period. In the first year
of the Taikang period of the Jin Dynasty,
the Xindu prefecture was renamed Xin'an
prefecture. In the Sui Dynasty, the Shezhou
prefecture was set up. In the first year of
the Yining period of the Sui Dynasty (617),
Wanghua (the native of Shexian), who occu-
pied here, titled himself as Wuwang, and
moved the prefecture government from
Xiuning to Shezhou. It was the place of the
prefecture and regional governments
thereafter. In the third year of the Xuanhe
period of the Northen Song Dynasty (1121),

" it was called Huizhou instead of Shezhou. In

the Yuan Dynasty, the place was called
Huizhou Region. and the Ming and Qing



dynasties. it was called Huizhou prefecture
the prefecture and regional governments,
ter of Huizhou. Meanwhile, it has been re-
of Huizhou ink-sticks and the village of
“In a city of over ten families, there must be
culture since ancient times, and was the birth-
it has the glorious name of the “Southeast Birth-
from the Southern Song Dynasty, together with
of Confucianism was in fashion, and became
School culture of Xin"an Painting School, Xin'an
Huizhou School carving and Huizhou School
their own unique features in the forest of Chi-
attracting attention from all over the world with
there were quite a few outstanding personages

educationists, scientists and artists who were

WL sk (R L)
Goddess of Mercy and Rulai
Buddha(Qing Dynasty)

again. Shexian has always been the place of
and the political, economic and cultural cen-
puted as the cradle of Hui culture, the town

Shexian ink-slabs and so on.

study actions”. Shexian has been of prosperous
place of Cheng-Zhu School of Confucianism, si
place of Mencius and Confucius™. Beginning
members’rising in Huizhou, Cheng-zhu School
popular in Ming and Qing dynasties. The Huizhou
Medical Science, Huizhou School black-prints,
garden architecture flew their own colors with
nese ancient sciences and culture respectively,
their extraordinary splendor. During that period,
coming to the fore, among them were statesmen,

shining like galaxy.

With beautiful mountains and rivers, splendid culture, magnificent buildings as well as honestly simple countryside ways. the

ancient Shexian manages to integrate its charming natural sight and unique humanistic lands

pe into an organic whole. Within

the territory there are over 600 cultural relics on the ground, which are like a natural artistic museum.

Now. it has an area of 2,122 square km with a population of 500,000. With the completion of the Huizhou-Hangzhou Expressway |

Huangshan Airport, Xinanjiang Shipping and its water, land and air communications to all directions, it enjoys very convenient

transport conditions. Located neighboring to the Yangtze River Delta and on the golden tourism itineracy of Suzhou, Hangzhou,

Thousand-Islet-Lake till Mount Huangshan, it is a energetically rising up tourist treasure land with its graceful mountains and nice

waters of divine skills.
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JHE GATE

Located on the Zhonghe Streel inside the county, it was first built in the

Southern Song Dynasty. Facing east, it is said to be able to avert fire

misfortune by prayers, so it iy called Yanghe Gate for sounding elegant. In

ancient times, it was used to announce the time.
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oAb R ORI f, B T 5+ Located on the Zhonghe Street inside Prefecture City, it was built in the twelfth year of Wanli
q—; (1584 q:_ ), W& /\. B, R % # ,_ of the Ming Dynasty (1584), with a grotesque molding of four facades and eight pillars, it
58: s , ERHEH, ]

2 b 3 . " .
HWkA, NN RE W, HEZ. 2mA and calligraphy into one organic whole, and is good enough to serve as a matchless
FHEEARL 0k, HEhE -4, architecture in China.

looks imposing and integrates the Huizhou School arts of architecture, carving, painting



fo) 7] B :;k :‘E PP THE RESIDENCE OF FANG SHIZAI
G FHET Y i F U £ o % 1 Situated south of the Stone Archway of Xu Guo, it was built in the middle period of Ming

Dynasty, and was the partial remains of the mansion of Xu Guo the *Prime Minister”.
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