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Open Education

In traditional education, the teacher may feel that the students are not very grown
up. Usually, teachers are older than students, and teachers feel that students are young
and do not know very much about the world. The teachers feel that they must tell the
students what to do most of the time, and that they must make the students study
specific things. In open education, the teacher’s feelings are very different. These
teachers feel that the students are individuals first, and students second. They expect
the students to be responsible for the things that they do. The teacher allows the
students to decide what they want to do, and does not make them study specific
subjects or things. The teacher lets them decide what to study and how much to study.

The second part of the idea of open education has to do with what the teacher
does in the classroom. In the traditional classroom, the students are told what to do.
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Education in the Air

There is a list of things that the students must do to finish the class. There are rules
made by the teacher that the students must follow, even if the students see no reason
for the rules. In open education, the teacher allows the students to choose what to do.
There are no specific things for the students to do. There are no traditional rules made
by the teacher. The students are allowed to discover subjects in the open classroom,
instead of being made to study them.

There are some very good things about open education. This way of teaching
allows the students to grow as people, and to develop their own interests in many
subjects. Open education allows students to be responsible for their own education.
Some students do badly in a traditional classroom. The open classroom may allow
them to enjoy learning. Some students will be happier in an open education school.
They will not have to worry about grades or rules.

But many students will not do well in an open classroom. They will not make
good use of open education. Because open education is so different from traditional
education, these students may have a problem getting used to making so many choices.
For many students it is important to have some rules in the classroom. They worry
about the rules even when there are no rules, Even a few rules will help this kind of
students.

So far some of the good points and bad points of open education have been
explained. The writer thinks that open education is a good idea, but only in theory.
What do you think? ‘

Check your understanding

Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to

the passage.

. In open education, the students are grown-ups.

. In traditional education, a student’s ideas and feelings are considered
as important as the teacher’s.

3. In the traditional classroom, the students must follow any rule made

by the teacher.

4. In open education, the students may study, or talk, or do nothing at
all if they so choose.

. The students are allowed to discover subjects in the traditional
classroom.

6. A great majority of students will do well in an open education

classroom.

7. When there are too few rules, some students will do little in school.
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[] 8. The writer thinks that open education is a good idea and can be put

into practice.

Give brief answers to the following questions.
1. What do the teachers feel about the students in traditional education?

2. What are the students supposed to do in open education?

3. What does the teacher do in open education ?

4. What does the teacher do that distinguishes open education from
traditional education?

5. What are the good points of open education?

6. Why do some students dislike open education?

Build up your language stock

Fill in the blanks with the suitable words or expressions given below. Change
the form if necessary.

develop university education be responsible for

large college beautiful admit

British higher 1 has a long history. The world famous
2 , Oxford and Cambridge date from 1167 and 1284. Oxford
has 23 ordinary colleges for men and 5 for women. The university is governed
(%328) by a governing council, while each 3 is governed by its
Fellows (the members of the governing body) who 4 teaching
their own students and who elect the head of the college. Cambridge is more
5 than Oxford in scientific studies and will perhaps appear
more 6 . Admission (5353 ) to these two universities is
mainly by academic merit (#€42), but some colleges tend to 7
sons of former students or of millionaires. The number of students whose
parents are wealthy is still much 8 at Oxford and Cambridge
than that in the other universities.
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Translate the following sentences into Chinese, paying attention to the
underlined words and expressions.
1. John feels that he must tell his parents the truth.

2. There is a list of things that she must do to meet the requirements.

3. We have to follow the rule even if we see no reason for it.

4. Don’t expect others to do what they can’t.

5. All pilots are responsible for their passengers’ safety.

6. My landlord doesr’t allow me to use the telephone.

7. Lillian makes good use of every chance she gets.

8. The student has a problem getting used to the new environment.

Translate the following words or expressions.
1. education

individual

responsible

specific

discover
)]
AT
T
g4 A1k
B

© >Nk e

-
°©

Translate the following sentences into English, using the given words and

expressions.

1. ZEEABED. BFJESESFERRFE. IAERHIMMEOA.
(may feel that, instead of)

2. HEFREL BMBESEFFEZMEN A, (most of the time)

3. FEALRE, BHBERFLEEBREM—RIIMNE. (a list of things)

4. ALK FELSFENDZHEMANMAOEZTEE, BIELAZH.

(even if, see no reason for)



Education in the Air

Unit One |

5. HIRAFFERNACHABNERRE . fRRRITESALTFHMNE S REZ
i+ 4. (be responsible for, allow them to decide)

6. FENZAENFAARFHEREEH¥3, (make good use of)

7. ERAMME{EL £+, (a problem making choices)

8. RIRRESIMXBMEEM. (get used to)

Read the following English sentences, paying attention to the italicized parts
and translate the Chinese sentences by imitating their structure.
1. In traditional education, the teacher may feel that the students are not
Very grown up.
In university, the students may feel that everything is not the same as
when they were at high school.
a AXEUENPEATRSRIMNBREZAZENTRMES
(mainstream of the American society)
b. T, BREBIMNNERHITEBAFTESE,
2. The teachers feel that they must tell the students what to do most of the
time, and that they make the students study specific things.
The bosses feel that they must tell their employees what to do most of the
time, and that they make their employees follow specific instructions.
a. FKNBEI KRR B & MBS FEFNT 4 EMITERER
FM—LRENESE.
b. XEBEIAAZEKRBSEEEMNDAEFLREH A TAMBNEEL
AR MMM B A
3. There is a list of things that the students must do to finish the class.
There is a list of terms that the students must learn to understand the
book.
a. BTMERREBIELAT BAES ML,
b. ARARERRE TEEMS EILVBARRIA,
4. There are rules made by the teacher that the students must follow, even if
the students see no reason for the rules.
There are solutions passed by the board meeting that the managers must
fulfill, even if they see no reason for these solutions.

a. RHEZMEENANERFELAMRE, PEFEINDTXERRRH

LBE,
b. EHLEEGHRRAER KERUT LR DERTNEFLBFE
A ABE

5. They expect the students to be responsible for the things that they do.
The teachers expect children to be responsible for the things that they do.
a. HEBREMREAXBCHTAAR.
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b. FERZNECHERRE.
6. The teacher allows the students to decide what they want to do, and does
not make them study specific subjects or things.
The boss allows the engineers to decide what new product they want to
design, and does not make them follow his own decision.
a. REFKAFMINNZFACEERENEEMT L Tt REE
BTN RERMAES.
b. ZRAWFEHCRERFHLIRE, TR BTG ES 4 BFH—AYH %
®,
7. They will not make good use of open education.
They will not make good use of the present policy.
i MNERETE D FIAX LN K,
b. f{1iE T“ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬂﬁ’]ﬁ“blﬂ“ﬁ
8. These students may have a problem getting used {o making so many
choices.

These workers may have a problem getting used to making their own
decisions.

E@EﬁﬂifrWXE'lﬁ:Fﬁﬂ)\ﬁi‘_%ﬂ‘]
b, REZEMHFERIRTHRERLECHEE.
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Do Some Majors Have a Gender Bias?

Some majors attract more women, and some attract more men. Perhaps it's

genetically predisposed or a result of gender-biased education. As a journalism
major at Temple University, the majority of my classmates were women. It wasn’t an
e/ FEEW overwhelming percentage, but close to 65%.
B4 MNE—FT % The curriculum was challenging, and the professors were all [ifers in the journalism
HIA / N BME field. From the basic introductory classes to the upper-level courses, each professor
pushed for higher-quality writing, more attention to accuracy and detail, and a healthy
respect for the grammar police.

By my senior year, | had forged close relationships with the professors in the
department. | was a conscientious student. | completed my homework on the subway,
and sometimes in the few minutes before class started, usually with an A result every
time.




Education in the Air

One of my professors had conferences with each student to discuss their strengths
and weakn;sses, and my conference was nothing but a glowing review. | was asked to
tutor other students and | gladly complied. Someone in the journalism department
had decided that | was the most promising student. I'm not sure which professor, but
{ had a guardian angel.

Then, | noticed that several women in my classes also were experiencing a similar
phenomenon. But the men in my classes were struggling, barely making the grade.
Was it gender discrimination or were the female students simply superior writers? |
think a combination of both was at play. '

While my friends who were majoring in biology and engineering lamented that
professors held the male students in higher regard, | experienced the opposite situation.
My professors, both men and women, consistently made comments about the
superiority of the female students. | wasn’t about to argue, but the bias was obvious. If
I had been a conscientious defender of truth, | suppose | could have gone to the
department chairman and complained about the bias resulting in my elevated grade.
But being the opportunist that | was, | enjoyed the ride. | didn’t slack off, but |
developed a sort of cocky confidence that | had never experienced in my first three
years of college.

Check your understanding

n Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to
the passage.
[] 1. According to the passage, the overwhelming majority of female

students chose journalism as their major at Temple University.

&

Most male students didn’t like journalism because it was too difficult.
3. All the professors at Temple University required their students to hand
in well-written homework.

4. The author of the article usually got high scores for her homework,
although she sometimes did her homework quickly.

The professor discussed the strengths and weaknesses with the author.
6. All the professors at Temple University agreed that the author was

the most promising student.
7. No students majoring in journalism could make the grade except the

author.

O 0O od o gda

8. Male students majoring in biology and engineering were held in higher

regard.
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