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The Nanjing Massacre was the darkest chapter of
the twentieth century. It occurred from the end of 1937
to the beginning of 1938. In terms of cruelty, few
atrocities can compare to this horrible event. After the
Japanese army invaded China, it violated Chinese
people' human rights, taking their lives and robbing
them of their wealth. In six weeks, more than 300,000
Chinese people had been killed. Most of them were
ordinary people, including women, children, and the
elderly. During that time, more than 20,000 cases of
rape were reported and more than one third of
Nanjing's buildings were destroyed. Moreover, the
Japanese soldiers employed many brutal methods to
kill people, shocking almost every nation. A reporter
from the New York Times likened the killings and rape
conducted by the Japanese Army to the cruelty of
ancient times.

Even during such a dark period, the human spirit
still carried on. When the Japanese Army destroyed
Nanjing, about 20 foreigners stayed in the city despite
warnings by their governments. They tried their best to
help the ordinary Chinese people, working tirelessly to
save the innocent from slaughter by creating the

Nanjing International Safety Zone, where some

200,000 civilians found shelter. Their selfless sense of

charity and humanistic spirit will forever be

remembered in Chinese history.  Peace and
development are two major themes in the present-day
world. We should learn lessons from the past, and try
to avoid another tragedy. In order to set up a fair and
proper world order, people should strive to eliminate
the causes of war. At the same time, we should not
forget this dark period in our history.

In August 1985, the Memorial Hall of the Victims
in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders was set
up and opened to the public. About 10,000,000 people
from all over the world have visited this Memorial Hall
to date. After exploring this bloody episode in history,
visitors feel that the peace they now enjoy did not come
easy.

During its twenty-year history, the Memorial Hall
of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese
Invaders has collected related materials and has done a
great deal of research. The museum has more than
1,000 documents and photographs related to the
Nanjing Massacre. Research on digging of the pits of

thousands of bodies, or wan ren keng, has been an

important part of Chinese modern history studies. This




Memorial Hall has made a great effort to fill the blanks
in the study of historical materials on the Massacre.
Research on the people who survived the massacre
resulted in several books published and in more than
ten conferences held. One of the conferences is entitled
the Peace Forum on History and East Asia. It brought
together 150 historians from China, Japan and Korea,
making it a significant international event.

An Illustrated History of the Nanjing Massacre is a
result of several years of research by the Memorial. It
has about 400 carefully selected photos. One third of
them have never been published before.

This book consists of seven chapters, related to
each other. The photos demonstrate the tragic events
and the foreigners who helped the people of Nanjing at
that time. This massacre should be remembered by the
people around the world.

Today, the Japanese society has different opinions
about the Nanjing Massacre. A few Japanese politicians
not only deny the fact that the massacre occurred, but
also deny Japan's wrongdoing in the Second World War.
In recent years, Japanese government officials have
been visiting the Yasukuni Shrine and revising history

text-books. These actions harm friendly ties between

China and Japan. People who suffered in this war are

being hurt again. Japan and the other countries of Asia
invaded by Japan still have a different understanding of
the history. Without finding common ground on
historical issues, it will be difficult to maintain peace in
Asia.

We insist that historical truth should be the basis
for understanding history. The Memorial Hall of the
Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders,
together with China Intercontinental Press, will
publish this book for the purpose of promoting the
truth about the Massacre. We hope that readers will
gain detailed knowledge about this event.

The world in the twenty-first century faces many
regional conflicts.  International terrorism and
hegemonism are the ultimate danger. World peace is
still difficult to achieve. History teaches us that world

peace can be achieved only when people around the

world unite.

Ye Hao
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The Situation Before the Fall of Nanjing in 1937
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After the Meiji Reformation, Japan started to
expand its military and began to invade other countries.
In 1895, Japan occupied Taiwan of China and attempted
to invade China further. The world economic crisis of

the 1930s accelerated the growth of Japanese

‘militarism. After the September 18 Incident in 1931,

Japanese forces occupied China's three northeastern
provinces. On July 7, 1937, Japan provoked the Marco
Polo Bridge Incident in Beiping (now Beijing) and
launched a full scale invasion of China. On August 13,
1937, the Japanese army attacked Shanghai. On August
15, they began to bomb Nanjing, the capital of the
Republic of China. On November 12, the Japanese
captured Shanghai.
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Strengthening of Japanese Military Forces for Waging War against China
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Nippon Steel Corporation Yawata Works speed up the production of arms
in order to prepare for invasion.
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Japanese monks in the Echizen Nagahira Temple undergo military fraining
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Japanese teenagers receive education of militarism
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In order to prepare for invasion , Japan encourages people to donate planes. This is a plane donation ceremony.
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On November 25, 1936, Japan and Germany signed the Anti-Comintern
Pact, resulting in the formation of the Tokyo-Berlin Fascist League.
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The September 18 Incident in Shenyang and the Occupation of theThree
Northeastern Provinces of China

1927 4, HAR IR S UGHITT T4 X2 = Ry
Bt IESE L T R SRS I HER 2 )5, 1931 ARl R A H
ERIRGEREN T N—/\FA", I T3 | i
U 2 ISV b DX R4 T4 T e AR % 114 )7

may 3

N

(3% 1 H A< B AL Gl AR S B 4R))
On September 18,1931, Japan provoked a military incident in Shenyang and began to invade three northeastern provinces of China.

In 1927, the Japanese cabinet meeting made a
resolution to invade China's three northeastern
provinces.The Kanto Army launched the September 18

Incident in 1931, starting a full-scale invasion of China,

Even Asia, and the Pacific.
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Encouraged by its growing militarism, Japanese society became agitated by war. This picture shows the citizens of Japan send off their invading army.
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Armed Japanese vehicles enter Shenyang.




