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On December 3 ,1997,Ping Yao ancient city made its success in
the conference of the World Cultural Relics Committee of the UNESCO
in Naples, Italy. The ancient city of Ping Yao has been fomally on the

"Golden List",<The List of World Relics>.
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Zhang, Guo Tian, born in Tai Yuan City of Shan Xi province in 1962, is now working in News
and Publishing Bureau of Shan Xi Province.

Starting from 1986, Zhang has been engaging in photography creation; In 1993, he schemed and
Jjoined the "Country Plan. 1993" activity and displayed his photographs in China National Art
Museum. He started to photograph Ping Yao in 1994 and published "Ping Yao", "Shan Xi Merchants
Houses", "The Old City Ping Yao" with the cooperation of others. In 1995, he schemed, directed
and photographed the MTV "Missing Lover" and won the Copper Prize of the third "95 China
MTV Competition". He is now the Director of Shan Xi Photographer Association, Member of
China Photographer Association and the Secretary General of Shan Xi Photography Association
N.in News and Publishing Field.
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ong-lived as a fortoise can be, it ultimately will pass away. Sometimes | see the city and | as one. This city-its walls,

batftlements, enceinte, watchtowers, its people, old men, women, children, the dead-they were originally one and the
same. The city wall is man; man is the city wall. Therefore, they were one and the same, inseparable and unidentifiable. To
understand the wall, you must understand its humanity. To understand a person, you must feel the firing quality of the wall-bricks
long deposited in his body.

n the eyes of Pingyao residents soaked days and nights for many generations in the breath of this ancient city, reality

indeed can fade out. It may also be converted into a piece of drama, because, with the passage of time and the
change of epoch, the sense of superiority of their civilization passed on through their blood has more and more become a
moderate attitude of seclusion. | do not think this is a sense of being lost. In my opinion, they are very clear-minded, methodical,
and are quite efficient in handling their business. This might be considered as the reason why | come closer to this ancient City
and press the shutter many times in front of it,

have tried to understand the people here, to love them, 1o love their stories and to love everything they do. But as |

approached it, the content of this ancient city of Pingyao became more and more vague, so much so that | had no
choice but to doubt that the negatives that | possessed and completed may be just some blank spots of history ? | know as far
as the ancient city is concemed, | am still a loyal recorder, a passer-by. In so far as the future is concemed, very likely the ancient
city may transcend time to get there. But | myself and the photos | have taken simply represent some of its moments. So | stay
extremely calm. | have tried to reach a kind of pure separation between myself and object that | take. But | cannot make it.

n my latest works, | have tried to make the pictures look unintentional, to reflect its reality. So far, | have been to Pingyao

over 100 times. But | have been loitering only at its edge, without truly getting into its infernal world. Neither separation nor
ink—:;roﬁon can help reach my goal, because with the camera in my hand, this soul-disturbing gadget makes me a pretentious

and forever-immature invader.
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PINGYAQO / The tricycle rider
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--A01
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PINGYAQ / The girl on bicvele
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--A02

@Photo by SETCRRIREY <3 - PINGYAO / 1996
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PINGYAO / Enjoying the cool
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--A03

©Photo by sTMRER I<3& « PINGYAO / 2001
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PINGYAQ / Midday
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--A04

by AETCMNRER T3 - PINGYAO /1997
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PINGYAO / Selling goods with a whistle
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--A05

- ©Photo by SUREIIREN 53 - PINGYAO / 1996
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PINGYAO / Shopping for the Spring Festival
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--A06

©Photo by AECREERER 738 - PINGYAO / 1996
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PINGYAQ / Repairman
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--A07

OPhoto v SICHIRESY 2538 + PINGYAO / 1997
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PINGYAQO / The central street
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--A08

DPhoto by MEEEEREY T - PINGYAO / 1999
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PINGYAQO / Noon
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--A09
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PINGYAQO / Fout of the city wall
‘OPhoto by Zhang Guotian--A10
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