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{Preface!

Preface

Mr. Xue Hualing has gathered together his work experience
to compose this book for publication. I would like to share a few
words here. 1 got to know Mr. Xue Hualing many years ago and
I am very happy to share these words. Mr. Xue has been in-
volved with international affairs for many years in the field of ed-
ucation. In his work he is a person with high aspirations and de-
termination, an observant and conscientious person. He can look
at an everyday situation and extract profound insight to share with
others. In addition he is very versatile, having worked as a dip-
lomat as well as an administrator for nearly thirty years. He has
been able to use this diverse background to engage in deeper re-
search. When working he combines investigating, reporting, and
propagandizing with scientific research. Thus his book is very in-
teresting and worthy reading. The author of this book is also a
ground breaker, which can be seen through his testing research
articles. He was the first to edit the HSK propoganda materials
and to supervise the large scale training of proctors for the HSK,
and he was the first to begin bidding public participation in the
HSK. Indeed we need this innovation—the living innovation in
whatever we do.

We have already entered into a period of fast development in
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China. We must often seriously consider what road to take and
how to take it. We must also often look back to see what roads
we have taken in order to enlighten us and guide us. Only in this

way can we prevent ourselves from taking the wrong road.

>>
1 wish the best for Mr. Xue Hualing that he would proceed
onto even better and smoother paths.
%ﬂ/y .%/y
> Party Secretary, Vice President and professor

Xinjiang University

April 1, 2005
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{Authors Preface}

Author$ Preface

Twenty — seven years ago when I entered a completely new
workplace after my graduation from Xinjiang University, a re-
spectable superior said to me, “To be an upright man before do-
ing business. ” When he said this he was in a very peaceful tone >>
and calm manner, but I felt the weight of his words very heavy
upon me. Several decades have passed. The world remains the
same but its people are changing. When I look back at the path I
-have taken, I feel fortunate and a sense of gratification. I have
continually stuck to this straightforward and simple principle,
continually trying hard to pursue the path of “being a good per-
son” and “doing good things”.

From the time of my assignment in the Foreign Affairs Office
in the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, several decades have
passed. During this period of time I have been continuously in-
volved in matters dealing with foreign relations. I have been
working successively with the Foreign Affairs Office in the Xin-
Jjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, the Foreign Relations Division >>
of the Xinjiang Education Commission, the Education Depart-
ment of the Overseas Embassies, and the State Office for Teach-
ing Chinese as a Foreign Language. In all of these positions I

have been working hard to contribute to my field and to “do good
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things”. The international relations for education is an important
window for the entire foreign service of China. It has witnessed
the great achievements of our country since the reform and open
policy was adopted. The articles collected in this book can be
considered as just a glimpse of the history of educational develop-
ment in China. The articles related to the Finnish education , sci-
ence and technology were written when I was working in the Edu-
cation Department of the Chinese Embassy in Finland. These ar-
ticles are the result of a series of investigations made in accord-
ance with Chinas domestic policy of “Science Education for Chi-
na’s Revitalization”. These articles have aided in the develop-
ment and reform of the domestic science and technological garden
and the reform of higher education here in China. The articles
concerning the research and development of tests were produced
as a result of an increasing demand. This demand for research
and development is due to the increase of Chinese national pow-
er, the continual economic development of China, and the world-
wide interest in learning the Chinese language. Originally the
Chinese Language Proficiency Test (HSK) only had one general
test, now there are four specialized tests for business, children,
secretaries, and tourism. These investigations and plans related
to the tests have played a conducive role in the refining of the
HSK.

I remember one of my contemporary scholars would always
say that “Our generation has a heart for pure things, blue skies
and white clouds. This makes the next generation long for what

we have”. Indeed our generation has used our pure hearts to
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completely devote ourselves to our profession. Although the arti-
cles collected here are not pure academic papers, they are a re-
cord from my heart. The path of my work is a real portrait of how
we are to do things whole heartedly.

At the time of the publication of this book, I am obliged to
thank all of those who have given me great help and support one

way or another in the writing and publishing of this book. They

are Professor Wang Tong from Xinjiang University, Dr. Paul Sze-
to from the Education and Culture Foundation in the USA, Dr.
Jackson Yip from the Media Production Ltd. in Singapore, and
Dr. Lu Shiyi from Beijing, China. My thanks also go to Ms. E- >>
lizabeth Eagleton from the USA, who helped me with the transla-

tion.

Bive Hvating

October, 2005 >>

>>
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