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Introduction to China Review of
International Criminal Law

In order to carry out the mankind idea of widespread and last long peaceful
dream or called“ universal harmony in the world” ,the human society have earlily
anchored great and earnest hope in the international criminal law. The tremen-
dous disaster brought by the two world war of the last century also urges the ful-
fillment and the theories of the international criminal law. A great quantity of
documents pertaining to international criminal legislation were published in suc-
cession, With the Nuremberg judge,the Tokyo judge,the Hague judge etc. as its
remarkable signs,the practice of the international criminal judiciary attracts the
attention of the whole world, The formality movement of the United Nations IC-
TY, and ICTR particularly the permanent international criminal court, even
makes the development of the international criminal law usher in a new era in
history. Beyond all doubt, no matter seen from the visual field of practice or theo-
ries research, the international criminal law is the most quickly developing
branch of the realm of nowadays law.

The mission of the international penal code is to make conflict with “the
common enemy of mankind society” ,as a result the development of the interna-
tional penal code undoubtedly has worldwide influence ; It not only makes the in-
ternational law,which was always thought as“soft law” or“ week law” in tradition-
al ideas, pack up tooth and become® strong law” ,but also makes the relationship
between international law and local law unprecedentedly close; It makes people
more clearly recognize the widespread value of human society than they did in
any former time, the value that may be easily infringed upon and the extreme im-
portance to keep these value. Its further development will still promote the collec-

tive cooperation among countries in the field of prevention and cure of interna-
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tional crime and maintenance of world peace,and make international society so-
lidify together tightly with a kind of all new feature.

Facing such a quickly developing, profoundly affecting and newly realm of
law,the Chinese circles of jurisprudence and law,who are now in the great pro-
gress of reformation and opening, certainly high value and pay close attention to
it. The born of the International Criminal Law Review in China centralizedly re-
presents the degree of treasuring and concerning

The China Review of International Criminal Law was jointly organized by the
College for Criminal(Law Science of Beijing Normal University and the Chinese
branch of the International Criminal Law Association, and was assisted strongly

and got special permission from the International Criminal Law Association and

its journal International Criminal Law Review which was published with Eng-
lish, French and Spanish. The Chinese Supreme People’s Court and the Publish-
ing House of People’sPublic Security University of China give great support to the
publication and distribution of this journal from both the spiritual and the materi-
al sides.

The Publication aim of the China Review of International Criminal Law is:
To open a window, by which the great majority of Chinese readers, who passion
world peace and support the fair and justice of mankind, pay attention to the pro-
gress of the lawmaking and judicatories practices and keep abreast of the develo-
ping trend of the international criminal law theory. To provide a terrace by which
the Chinese and foreigners, who are enthusiastic about the universal dissemina-
tion of the international penal code theories knowledge and actively participate in
the discussion and research about the important theories problem of international
criminal law, can announce one’s standpoints and exchange their opinions. To
provide the reference and the consultation opinions in order to develop and per-
fect international crime lawmaking judicatory,at the same time draw lessons from
the experience of international and all countries, for the construction in order to
make China a rule-by-law socialism country, especially the coﬁstruction of crime

to rule of law.

For this, this issue set up many columns,such as academic argument ,forum

2



on the ICC, carefully selected judicial precedent, the dynamic information. We
will adhere to the publishing principle, includig combining the theories with the
fulfillment , the history with reality ,and the communicating between international
and domestics,and do and work hard to make the publication become a local au-
thority , international forerunner of top — grade and professional academic publica-
tion in the short period.

Just as the toil parents name for their new born child, applying for a resi-

dence permit, delivering the wedding invitation and doing the full moon wine,

when this new publication the China Review of International Criminal Law
come out,we have the infinite joy to share with everyone; As young parents will

be filled with expect to the child in the future,we also send infinite hope to the

new born China Review of International Criminal Law. Although the front

road is rugged frustrated, we believe deeply that the

this young sprout will
certainly grow healthy and strong under the concern of the wide readers, the sup-
port of the Chinese and Foreign authors,and with the effort of the edition, publi-
cation publishment personnel,

Let us together look forward to!

The editorial board of China Review of International Criminal Law

May of 2006
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The New Development of
International Criminal Law in Modern Society
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[ Abstract] There are a great deal of obvious evidence to show that the development of
international criminal law is following the international criminal justice such as Nuremberg
trail, Tokyo trail, Former Yugoslavia tribunal, Rwanda tribunal and etc. In the process of pro-
gressing internatiohal criminal law ,there are many new concepts and principles that are rec-
ognized by international community gradually, for instance concepts of genocide, crimes a-
gainst humanity , war crimes and principles of legality ,complimentarity jurisdiction , individual
criminal responsibility , international cooperation and legal assistant. However, the establish-
ment of the International Criminal Court is undoubtedly one of the most important milestones

of the international criminal law system. This paper finally emphasizes that the United Na-
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