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Abstract

The dissertation discusses the formation. development and change of three major
disciplines of humanities, philosophy, aesthetics and ethics, based on the psychological
elements of human. By the historical study. the dissertation focuses on the relation
between the evolution of western scholastic trinity and human development, particularly the
possibility of humankind's change from natural beings to ethic beings, probing the
cultural origins of ethic lost, exploring the mission and prospect of modern scholarship
toward the reconstruction of moral integrity. The dissertation is divided into four parts.

In the first part. we trace the philosophical origin of scholastic trinity. The dis -
sertation holds that the origin can be traced to Greek period. which can be divided into
the pre-Socrates period and the post-Socrates period. The pre-Socrates period can be
regarded as a phase of harmony between Greek culture and Hebrew culture, ie., a
balanced development period between reason and divinity. With the coming of Socrates
period. especially that of Aristotle, the material world is strongly exerting itself the in
the world of human beings, and the psychological categorizes of Plato evolved its
theoretical firm in Aristotle’s system of scholarship. It was during that period that
come the situation where philosophy is used to interpret religion, only that the reason-
centered philosophy lacked the support or science and technology, leading to the
coming of a disfigured and alienated religious period.

The second part is about the trend of scholastic trinity. The dissertation holds that
modern civilization, especially the development of science and technology has 'added
greatly to vitality of human being’s reason, following the renaissance, the religious
reform and particularly the movement of evolution. During the period, God ceased to
be divine,» and human being came to the center of civilization. The humanism of Lus-
so, the encyclopedia of Dideluo and particularly Hume’s theory of human nature made
it possible for Greek theory, formulation, and the thinking about practical disciplines
formally became the knowledge base of philosophy, aesthetics and ethics. Kant is
becaming the culmination of the thinking system. And it was during the period that the
humarr-centered philosophy replaced the religion-centered religious philosophy, finishing the
process toward interpreting religion in philosophical terms. Though Kant is very
nostalgic about religion in his later years, the trend toward human-centered philosophy
and rational evolution is unavoidable.

The third part is about the social switch of scholastic trinity. The rise of human-



)

ism, the expansion of rationalism, and particularly the formation of nation states, as well as
the development of science and technology. contributed to the birth of scholastic thinking in

- Weber's. time, providing the historical background and ideological source. For
dechantment, asceticism and the pursuit for national politics made up the basic qualities of
Weber’s scholastic thinking. Though Weber also gave rational criticism about science
and technology. and even showed concern for the significance of artistic aesthetics
toward modern human beings. this is almost nothing comparing with the basic qualities
of his scholastic quality. This is because. after the religious reform, together with
dechantment came enchantment, the alienation such as secularization techonogization
and powerization was desperately destroying the divinity of moral character. The trinity
of scholarship has become deformed. and human civilization is facing crisis difficult to
shake off.

After Weber, scholastic trinity changed. As said by Belle, scholastic trinity
became that of technology & economy, politics and culture. It is also the major forces
behind the cultural conflicts of modern capitalism. During the period, consequence of
replacement of philosophy for religion was fully exposed. That is, the death of God
and the death of human beings will became the certainty of history.

The fourth part is about the relation between scholastic trinity and human fate.
The dissertation holds that., modern evolution. though starting from humanism, is
actually straying away from knowledgeability of human beings. leading to the
narrowed rationale of evolution, gradually losing the moral integrity and emotional taste
against the background of deilical dechantment and the rise of science and technology.
Thus, we hold that the evolution must switch from understanding to soul, to the
integrated soul based on emotion and morality. Second. in this imperial time of strong
rationale of science and technology, aesthetics, like its counter part of ethics became
the sacrifice of technology and power, rendering into the position of slave or decora-
tion, losing the quality of purity, freedom and medium. Modern human beings cannot
expect to rely on it and switch from natural beings to moral beings, unless we enter
the dead world of secularity. technology and power. The dissertation sticks to the
basic ideas of Marxism, rejecting the elements of superstition and ignorance. and
confirming the religious theology in the form of culture, respecting its legitimacy as a
separate discipline, and showing concern about the relation between the spiritual
quality in religious ethics and human spirits in philosophy. The dissertation pays special
attention to the permeation and push of noble faith toward various disciplines of hu-
manity, seeking for the way of hope for modern human beings to switch from

certainty toward the freedom of mission.
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